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Women 


Frontline in the battle against hunger 


IN THE Gambia, women grow 
Ihc rice for family consumption. 
So, every morning, after cooking 
and doing household chores, Fo¬ 
lonka Samatch, a mother of eight 
children, heads for the rice Helds 
half an hour away. 

Folonka used to wade, a baby 
strapped to her back and mud up 
to her knees, through a mosqui¬ 
to-infested swamp to reach the 
paddies. Not any more: the vil¬ 
lagers have build bridges and 
causeways for easy access, while 
Folonka and oilier village wom¬ 
en are learning more efficient 
farming methods. All this is hap¬ 
pening through a food-for-work 
project assisted by WFP and im¬ 
plemented by a non¬ 
governmental organisation. 

For millions of poor women 
across the world, WFP's food aid 
is a stepping stone to a better 
life. In 1989, Ihc Programme al¬ 
located US$323 million to pro¬ 
jects dial directly involve and 
benefit women. This makes 
WFP the largest source of funds 
in the United Nations system for 
projects reaching poor, low- 
income, needy, unskilled and 
destitute women. 

Women of the forming fami¬ 
lies who are involved in the im¬ 
plementation of WFP-assisted 
Agricultural Highland Regions 
Development Project also re¬ 
ceive food aid for their work on 
i the farms and at the state-owned 
fruit-tree and forestry seedling 
production nurseries. During 
1990 WFP is expected to extend 
its food assistance to cover, 
among other target groups, the 
Women trainees of the social de¬ 
velopment centres which are sit¬ 
uated in the rural parts of Jordan. 
The immediate and long-term 
objectives of the food aid to 
Ihcse women are to import to 
Uicm vocational skills for engag¬ 
ing in income-generating activi¬ 
ties and as a result of training 
them in a variety of vocations, to 
become active participants in the 
social and economic develop¬ 
ment of the country. 

More jobs for women 

A large share of WFP aid is 
channeled through food-for- 
work projects reaching the very 
poor, the hungry and the unem¬ 
ployed - most of whom are 
women. Traditionally responsi¬ 
ble for the family's needs, wom¬ 
en ore often more interested than 
men in working for food: it is an 
added income that women can 
control more directly than mon¬ 
ey and use promptly for the fam¬ 
ily welfare. 

In some countries - Lesotho, 
India and Bangladesh, for exam¬ 
ple - from 50 to 90 per cent of 
the lubourers in WFP-assistcd 
food-for-work projects arc wom¬ 
en. Many are landless peasants 
who could not find other em¬ 
ployment during the slack sea¬ 
son. 

The thousands of women 
building rural roads and growing 
trees in nurseries at a food-for- 
work scheme In Lesotho are un-. 
skilled, landless peasants from i 
the mountains, in this land- i 
locked country where many men I 
migrate to South Africa, employ- 1 
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Editor's note :The following article was prepared by 
the United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) on the occasion of the 
International Women's Day which is annually 
marked on 8 March. 

ment for women is a pressing are even higher. Recognising money to purch; 
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Money-earning skills 


Verde specifically targets wom- 
Food aid can be used as an in- en heads of household, whose 
ccntivc to attend courses or as families are the most destitute, 
compensation for the time of 

trainees. In Syria, young women Mills and potable water 
receive food rations while leam- 


are even higher. Recognising money to purchase grinding 
this reality, a WFP-assistcd pro- mills. It would take five hours to 
jeet to improve the nutrition of grind by hand the grain that a 
vulnerable groups in Cape mill can grind in five minutes. 


In bush villages in Burkina 
Faso, once the women have 
bought the mill, the villagers 
turn out for a day of collective 
work. Singing while they work, 
they build a mud hut to house 
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Rural women In Burundi learning grassroot development 


mg to weave nigs, and so do 
poor Jamaican women learning 
to be hairdressers, beauticians, 
hotel staff, or other tourism- 
related skills. 

Helping women earn an in¬ 
come is a key step in the battle 
against hunger. Women are cru¬ 
cial to household food security 
because of the food they grow 
and the food they buy: there is a 
direct relationship between what 
a women earns and what the 
family cals. Studies have shown 
that women beneficiaries in die 
Philippines spend a large share 
of the additional income to im¬ 
prove the family diet and pay for 
children's education. 

Earning more money is spe¬ 
cially important for single moih- 
ers - at least one-Uiird of house¬ 
holds in die developing world 
are headed by a woman, and 
most of these families live in 
dire poverty. In many countries, 
because of male migration to 
large cities or abroad, these rates 


Food aid gives overburdened 
women more time by freeing 
them from wage employment at 
miserable salaries. The addition¬ 
al income also allows women to 
purchase goods that reduce their 
labour. In China, households re¬ 
ceiving food aid were able to 
buy bicycles, sewing machines, 
and farm and kitchen imple¬ 
ments. 

When beneficiaries buy WFP 
food at a fraction of its market 
value, the funds generated can 
tmprovc the community’s quali¬ 
ty of life. In Tanzania, housing 
community centres and wells* 
arc built with funds generated 
tough the sale of food aid to 
labourers in the sisal planta¬ 
tions; 

Afte Mudi ? s have notcd to 

Alncan rural women spend 
tom four to six hours a day 

5E?VnlT 1 so ¥ hum 

Burkina 

. Faso, food aid schemes help 

, women viUageraiosave aS 


the mill. For this work, the vil¬ 
lagers receive food radons 
which are pooled into a collec¬ 
tive meal, the ’popole'. 

The health of pregnant 
women 

Distributed through health 
centres, food radons help wom¬ 
en - many in the Third World 
arc chronically anaemic - to 
overcome nutridonal deficien¬ 
cies during pregnancy and lac- 
In ?tona Faso, Niger 
and Mauritania, for example, 
WFP family food radons are 
given to women when they 

ch™ki£ s rural heaIth clinic s for 

In Swaziland public health of, 
"oted that attendance at 
local health clinics rose notices- 

fiLt l H- I SE on . se 10 to monthly' 
i^'^hon; At .the centres, 
pregnant Women are tested for 

S« a whUe babies and 
children are weighed ^nd mens- 


ured. The health officials also 
rc P° l rt to positive effect fan 
aid has had on the immunisaim 
and tuberculosis programme! 

Equality in education ! 

When you educate a worm ' 
you educate a nation, says i i 
proverb. Yet, in spite of 
efforts, women's education still I 
lags behind men's. The majority ■ 
of the illiterate are worno, 
school enrollment of girls is 
lower than boys', and m ; 
women are still a minority ii 
high schools and universities, 
Food aid can help. 

The Gayaza High School f« j 
Girls, in Uganda, was one of Ik f- 
first girls' boarding schools in ■ 
East Africa. Long before WFP • 
assistance to the school started. I 
its students were involved ii ' 
farming, on die basis that Uga> 
dan women have always been 
involved in agriculture. To help 
the recovery of agriculture is 
war-torn Uganda, WFP support! j 
with food aid 197 senior seem • 
dary schools, including the Gay- i‘ 
aza High School, 93 teacher j 
training colleges and 37 techni¬ 
cal schools where students en¬ 
gage in farming. 

Helping women farmers 
grow more food 

Especially in Africa, womea [ 
are the key to household fool j 
security. African women ac-l 
count for nearly half of the agn- [ 
cultural labour force- and are 
mostly involved in producing 
subsistence food. Women un¬ 
dertake a large share of fod . 
production work: planting 
weeding and hoeing, harvest 
storage, marketing and few 
processing (husking, grinding, 
pounding, smoking, drying 
etc.) 

Tims, when food aid hejj 
women fanners grow morefow 
with more efficient farming 
methods it has a positive di«[ 
on the family’s nutrition aw 
wellbeing. 

In rural Benin, where 
migration to larg e 10, ™ S ®" 
abroad leaves women incr® 1 
ingly in charge of food pto®*' 
lion, WFP has assisted wonw» 
co-operatives for food pri-#®" 
ing and marketing. MoraJsj ■ 
5,000 women in 200 gjjr 
work in processing caSWJ; 
making karite and 
groundnut and palm 
In Uganda, a subjpfpMg, 
dairy development ; 

more than 100 woftien 
in animal husband# 
plied Friesan cows. StwkJJ 
first female calf lOd^jiS i 
away after weariing. 
to another woman, .uie/^p; 
should eventually/ becc^jgtt: 
sustaining. ; •- j ■:&&&■ 




Food aid works f^^^; 
Food aid' carii'db ^M 

for women than, 

protein and carbohywajgere| 

... aid can help wom|n:W^^ 
• lerlife for Uiems^lvgi^^ 

. families: in Ihis^f3w|pp 
women's 
struggle to en’d 
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Tourism receives a 
push, interview with 
Nasri Attallah , page 4 

_ inside 

jto World Paper 

THE GORBACHEV FACTflP 

March marks Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev's fifth year at the helm in 
the Soviet Union. The only thing 
that can’t be said about his 
tumultous, revolutionary reign is 
that it hasn't been interesting. 
His attempts to waken a slum¬ 
bering Soviet Union have, in just 
five years, had profound effects 
on all five continents. 

Special 12-page ~~" 

monthly Insert, after 
page 10 
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handicap, page 6 
Star exporters Jnantial, 

page S 'i.-. 
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The National Music Conservatory/ 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
and 

The Embassy of Bulgaria In Jordan 
present 

SOFIA WIND QUINTET 
in concert 

works by Bach, Chopin, 
Rlmsky-Koraakov, Debussy, Joplin and 
others 

Saturday, March 17,1990 at 8 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre 
Tlckoti for JD 6 each are available at: 


JUST to hold conference on 'Images of Nursing 

A UU A M/CikfN Thn TnrHon I fni _ ' on/1 nuroinrr t?*n_ fkoi _■ ■ 


AMMAN(Star)-The Jordan Uni- nurse-educators and nursing slu- 
versity of Science and Technolo- dents, will examine historical, 


gy (JUST) will next May hold 
the first Middle East conference 


the first Middle East conference 
on “Images of Nursing" which 
will aim at combatting the short¬ 
ages of nurses in the country, 
improving the quality of nursing 
and enhancing its image. 

The two-day event, which will 
be attended by hundreds of 


cross-cultural perspectives and 
current popular images of nurs¬ 
ing as well as the role of the 
mass media in shaping these im¬ 
ages. It will also aim at promot¬ 
ing research on the image of the 
profession and develop strate¬ 
gics to improve it. 

Conference planners believe 


The Royal Cultural Centra, tol.669028 

Babichs, tel. 681322. 

latlklal Library-Sweitleh, tel. 821188 

The National Mualc Conservatory, tel. 687620. 


Wanted 

Young, creative and ambitious writers. No 
experience necessary. English-language is 
essential. Applicants please write to: 
The Editor, Writers, P O Box 9813, 

__Amman-Jordan. 


REASONABLY PRICED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Quiet residential area, completely 
independent, nice view. 

Full services: CH, Electrolux appliances, TV, 
video, telephone, garage, garden. 
Three bedrooms, living room, dining room, 
saloon, 3 bathrooms, spacious kitchen. 
American and Danish furniture. 

Call 662469; 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
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Setting Higher Standards 

intorm;ilion systems Apple Commiter Lmu ' developing their 

slundards. You are invited u, experience Macintosh JSSlJ J ^ 

Apple Expo 90 

Amman Marrioii, March 2ft io 22 
Irom 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM to 9:00 PM 


Ideal Systems Co.. w . i ■ > . 

'^Wdtb^-dSharatSt, Shmefcani 

' Si?' S2& Aihqian, - Iordan 

Tel: (962-$) 676175.676176 '• 

^Tx= 21007 IDEAL IO 
Fa* (962-6) 672170 
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nursing aTa vlt^lteS^ ■ 

health care will improve 
cruitmcm and retention of.® 






In addition, over 30 reseat! ■ 
papers will be presented hi 
scholars from 10 countries m-! 
eluding Egypt, Saudi Arafoi 
Kuwait, Iraq, The United 
Emirates, Oman, The Uniwi 
Kingdom, Canada, and the Unit - 
ed States. 


Focus on 
Parliament 


By Ahmad Al Husban 


• The House has not yet 
decided whether it will 
discuss the Finance Coni' 
mittee's report on corrup¬ 
tion in an open or a 
closed session. Speaker of 
the Finance Committee, 
Dr Abdulla Nsour is call¬ 
ing for holding a dosed 
session on the issue. 

• Saturday's session of 
the House will discuss the 
income tax draft law and 
the amendments pro- 
posed on it by the Fi¬ 
nance Committee. 

• Deputy Bassam Had- 
dadine has confirmed 
that he intends to publish 
an Arabic language news- 

E in the near future- 
;y Haddadine said 
the' new newspaper will 
have a foreign licence. 

• A number of deputies 
are trying to get the ma¬ 
jority of the House to 
mand the government's 
approval for dlscussini 
issues other than the laws 
In the House' extraordi¬ 
nary session which will K 
convened after the cofj 
rent session ends on 
March. ..... 

• The special conunliw 
which was formed fo»“j 
vestigate the riots tns 
took place at Yarraotf 
University at the begin* 
ning of the year is sfllo» 
have completed 
on the Incidents. Tg. •; 
port will be presented 
the house next week*; j lee 



Private sector's role in tourism board lauded 


Fcryal Abdel Aziz, directed 
Uic High Institute of Nu 2J ! 
Alexandria University, fit 
Palmer, nursing curriculum 
manager for the 
Bank Polytechnic College 
London, and Barbara J. Bin* i 
associate executive director tf- 
nursing at King Faisal Specula i 
Hospital and Research Centre, i 
Saudi Arabia, will be speaking i i 
the conference. i 


AMMAN (Star) - The newly- 
csiablished tourism consortium 
(see related story on page 4) 
could play a tremendously effec¬ 
tive role in promoting tourism in 
Jonlan provided that "we design 
a long- term work plan," accord¬ 
ing to Mr Munir Nassar, general 
manager of International Trad¬ 
ers, one of the biggest tourist 
agencies in the country. 

Mr Nassar said that the inclu¬ 
sion of representatives of the pri¬ 
vate sector in the board of the 
consortium will reflect positive¬ 
ly on its performance as the pri¬ 
vate sector has a major incentive 
in promoting tourism. The for¬ 
mula is very simple, he said, 
more tourism means more mon¬ 
ey and more incentives. 

He said that the consortium 
will first have to define its tar¬ 
gets in terms of what kind of 
tourism it wants to promote and 
which countries to promote Jor- 


Abu Nuwar calls 
for building 
more Hotels in 
Aqaba 


AMMAN (Star)--Philadclphia 
Hotel General Manager Mr Fai¬ 
sal Abu Nuwar is an avid believ¬ 
er in the potential of tourism in¬ 
dustry in Jordan. 

He says Jordan is becoming an 
increasingly important area for 
tourism in 


Jj® winler - Mr Abu Nuwar 
He says Jor¬ 
dan could develop tourism so as 
10 attract visitors for the whole 
year. 

Mr Abu Nuwar says one of the 
I facing the tourism in- 

ustry is that most investments 
were in the hotel establishments 
j Amman compared to limited 
'"vestments in Petra and Aqaba. 
He says while Amman is esti¬ 
mated to have 4000 rooms, only 
7 ™.^ available in Petra and 
.Lp Aqaba." In order to cover 
needs ° f European and Japa- 

in An we * iavc to ^vest 
lftY^ aba for at least another 
,5°°™ and 400 in Petra," 
S£° Nu ?' ar The same 
iL/cf 811 J* followed in the 
S w and other areas." 

viZn !^ uwar eaHs for pro- 
tn ,L maximuni facilities so as 

couniri ^ 1 60111 

jjunines as well as from Eu- 
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dan touristically in. 

Each year, he said, “wc need to 
concentrate our efforts on one 
country, 1 ' and look for new mar¬ 
kets, especially in East Asia 
Mr Nassar said the- consortium 
will have to make sure that it 
continues to receive funds if it is 
to succeed in its task, pointing 
tha an amount of JD one million 
wtil be needed, annually over the 
coming few years. 

Generally speaking, Mr Nassar 
said that the tourism sector ha« 


• ■ , / ’I ——'Ol A 1 CD 301 

said that the tourism sector has 
improved over the past few 
years. He attributed the low oc¬ 
cupancy rates in Amman's hotels 
to oyer capacity and marketing 
problems. 6 

However, Mr Nassar said that 
Amman has the infrastructure to 
attract more tourists to spend 
more nights in it, if an efficient 
marketing plan is adopted. 

Mr Nassar said that the private 
sector will not be discouraged 


from building resthouscs in the 
lounslic attractions around Am¬ 
man -- a step that is believed to 
be effective in having tourists 
spending more nights in the cap¬ 
ital -- by the poor performance 
of the currently existing ones. 
He said that the fact that many of 
these rcsthouses have been run¬ 
ning at a loss does not mean that 
mey are a losing business. 

"It is not enough to build a 
nice rcslhousc and wait for peo¬ 
ple to come to it," he said, stress¬ 
ing the importance of applying a 
well-defined marketing strategy 
in promoting these rcsthouses. 

. Mr Nassar called for increas¬ 
ing to at least 400 the number of 
rooms in Petra as iL is the main 
attraction for the majority of 
tourists. 

He said he agreed with Petra 
Trust that building more hotels 
in Petra eould endanger the his¬ 
torical site but said dial "wc 
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Amman's hotels: Great expectations? 


should not be overcautious, and 
should have a controlled 
growth." He said hotels could be 
built in areas surrounding Petra 
and bus lours could be organised 
from them 10 Petra on daily basis 


thus meeting the growing de¬ 
mand for more rooms in Petra 
without creating any threat Io the 
ancient city. 
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JORDAN..EVAPORA TED MILK 

for use with coffee, tea, cocoa, sweets and bread 
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Jordan's tourism gets a boost 

Public, private sectors pool efforts to promote the industry 


By a Star Staff Writer 

JORDAN'S TOURISM industry 
is attempting lo focus its efforts 
on the right direction despite of 
past setbacks. The Govemmcni 
last week approved a unique pro¬ 
gramme worth about S 1 million 
aimed at giving the initiative to 
the private sector. The pro¬ 
gramme is in fact a consortium 
of five main parties dircctiy in¬ 
volved in the tourism industry 
working together to promote Jor¬ 
dan touristically thus increasing 
the Kingdom's income of foreign 
currency. 

The man behind all this is 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiq¬ 
uities' Under Secretary Mr Nasri 
Altai Jail, who is optimistic of the 
prospects of the consortium. The 
consortium is unique in lire 

sense that it gives the lead to the 
private sector in running things. 

While tile Ministry's alloca¬ 
tions for marketing Jordan tour¬ 
istic ally for 1990 were JD 
120,000, which Mr Auallnli 

finds too lilUc 
lo achieve any 
of his Minis- 
try's • targets, [■ 
thanks lo the f ■■ M 

consortium a : «# 

budget of • 

$950,000 will ‘ X X , \ 

be available to . \\ 7 ,.. 

market the 77 ■ 

country's his- ■. 
lorical ond 

touristic at- At 

tractions, build 

new rcsihous- 1 

cs in scenic ; 

and archaco- 

logical spots 

close lo Am- Mr Nasri Attail 

man and pro¬ 
vide essential 

infrastructural services to these 
sites before putting them on 
tourists' itineraries. 

The consortium is comprised 
of the Ministry of Tourism, 
which will allocate $ 200,0000 
and will be represented by two 
members on the consortium's 
council; Royal Jordanian, which 
will put another $ 200,000 and 
will nave another two people on 
the board; hotels, which will in¬ 
vest $150,000 and will have 
three representatives; lour opera¬ 
tors who will put $150,000 and 
will also have three people on 
the board, and finally Jordan Ex¬ 
press Transport Co. (JET) which 
will put $50,000 and will have 
one board representative. 

In addition. United States 
Agency for International Devel¬ 
opment (USAID) has agreed to 
put around 200 , 000 , bringing 
the total to $950,000. This mon¬ 
ey will not be available immedi¬ 
ately, but will be financed during 
the coming 18 months. 

Previously, the Ministry's bud¬ 
get for marketing was about JD 
250,000 or about $750,000 at the 
1987 rate of exchange, which 
would have covered the Minis¬ 
try's plans to participate in tour¬ 
istic exhibitions around the 
world. With the consortium 
these plans have been revived 
and there is a lotto do, accord¬ 
ing to Mr Alt&llah. 

Mr Atmliah's priority - and 
that of hold managers in Am- 
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Mr Nasri Attallah 


man - is to push the rate of hotel 
occupancy in Amman from its 
current poor records or between 
40 and 45 per cent to between 60 
to 70 per cent over the next two 
years. He said that "The main 
question to ask is this: How to 
promote Amman," which is esti¬ 
mated to offer 3000 hotel rooms. 

Mr Allailah, hotel managers 
and tour operators believe the 
answer may tic in day trips. 
There are a number of interest¬ 
ing locations close to Amman 
but because they lack in basic 
services they are not included in 
official tourist agencies' pro¬ 
grammes. Mr Auallah decided 
that the first step would be to 
build rcsihouscs and provide es¬ 
sential services in a number of 
key sites such as Uni Qais, Pella, 
Ajlotin and Mukawir, all within 
short and medium distances 
from Amman. "The aim is to 
make the tourist stay longer in 
Amman," Mr Auallah says. By 
staying longer in Amman its ho¬ 
tels may be filled and their occu- 

_ pancy rate 

J will rise. Mr 
kk . JL'IjH Auallah cx- 
|:1 peels occu- 
ym £.91 pancy rate to 
wjMI hit live 70 per 
1 H cent mark in 
MB Amman's ho- 
tel 5 by 1991. 

Mr Attallah 
managed to 
secure 

$ 100,000 to 
build a re- 
slliouse Urn 

Qais and an 

additional 
$ 100,000 to 
h build another 

in Pella. Both 
projects will be 
financed by USAID and work is 
expected to begin on both sites 
in August. The resthouses will 
be leased to the private sector to 
make them efficient, but still Mr 
Auallah expects a number of 
them to operate at a loss. "If aro- 
sihouse loses JD 5,000 by the 
end of the year, it is still fine 
since the over all return on in¬ 
vestment will be tremendous," 
he says. Mr Attallah says tour¬ 
ism currently represents nine per 
cent of the gross national prod¬ 
uct (GNP) which is a considera¬ 
ble percentage compared to agri¬ 
culture, for example. "The 
potential in tourism is great," he 
says. 

Another area of interest to 
tourists in Mukawir near Mu 
Nebo in Madaba. The site is be¬ 
lieved to be the biblical stage for 
the dramatic execution of John 
the Baptist by King Herod and it 
is built on a hill overlooking the 
Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea. 
USAID has agreed to pay JD 
40,000 to build a reslhouse 
there, while the Ministry of 
Tourism has bought five old 
houses, restored them and will 
turn them into a small museum 
in co-operation with the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation. 

The Italian government has of¬ 
fered technical assistant to work 
on the archaeological site. 
USAID, in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Planning, is also ex¬ 
tending assistance of finish the 
road leading to Mukawir. 


In addition to this, the Ministry 
has worked out arrangements to 
enable tourists to visit the Royal 
Stables in Al Hummar 20 kilo¬ 
metres west of Amman and see 
the fine collection of Arabian 
horses. This once weekly visit 
has been arranged with the sup¬ 
port of Her Royal Highness Prin¬ 
cess Alia Al Hussein. Also, the 
Ministry has been able to ar¬ 
range for a one weekly perfor¬ 
mance by the celebrated Jordan 
Army band, which will begin in 
April. 

Tiie consortium will make cap¬ 
ital investments in a number of 
areas, mainly in international ex¬ 
hibitions, making short movies, 
and in printing leaflets in eight 
major languages. Posters and 
other promotional materials will 
also be prepared for distribution 
outside. 

Petra, Jordan's red-rose city, is 
becoming acknowledge as a ma¬ 
jor tourist attraction just like 
Egypt's pyramids, Italy's Lean¬ 
ing lower of Pisa and China's 
Great Wall. "Tourists come to 
Jordan mainly to visit Petra", 
says Mr Auallah. But the capital 
Nabataean city has recently 
found itself a victim of ambi¬ 
tious touristic development risk¬ 
ing irreparable damage to its 
wonderful ruins and sensitive 
ecology. 

The developers' onslaught on 
Petra has been checked, tor the 
lime being, by a group of Jorda¬ 
nian art lovers, architects, envi¬ 
ronmentalists and archaeolo¬ 
gists. The Petra Trust Fund has 
no legal power over the govern¬ 
ment, but Mr Attallah, who is 
himself a member of the organi¬ 
sation, has worked as a go- 
between trying lo bridge the gap 
between developers, mainly 
hoteliers, and members of the 
funds. "They (the fund) do not 
want to overbuild in the Petra 
area., they believe that oveitour- 
ism can ruin the environment", 
he says. 

The Ftind and the Ministry see 
eye to eye on the issue of hotel 
expansion around Petra. They 
have agreed that no more than 
450 rooms should be built at the 
present stage. A Royal Commit¬ 
tee comprising prominent archi¬ 
tects has recommended that the 
number of rooms in new hotels 
to be built should not be more 
than 150, should not exceed two 
stories, and that architectural 
specifications meeting a village- 
type architecture should be fol¬ 
lowed, using the colour scheme 
of the Petra rocks. Hotel devel¬ 
opers have expressed their dis¬ 
satisfaction wtth the limitation 
on the number of rooms for each 
new hotel. They say this limita¬ 
tions makes it "uneconomical" 
for them to build and run the ho¬ 
tels. 

The proposed site for the new 
hotels will be a 64-dunum plot 
of government land to be divid¬ 
ed into three plots, each with an 
area of 22 dunums for each ho- 
. tel. The Ministry has proposed 
that the maximum number of 
rooms be 150 while the mini¬ 
mum should be not less than 80. 

The land is leased to hotel 
qwnors for 30 years at a very 
low fee Petra Ttusj Fund. Iu* 
objected to building on the pro- 



Inimitable charm: Petra remains Jordan's number one mi 
ist attraction 


posed site because it is loo close 
to the ancient city. Negotiations 
arc continuing between the Min¬ 
istry and the Fund to resolve this 
matter since it will be difficult lo 
allow only three hotels lo be 
built on private land. "This will 
sky rocket the price of land in 
the Wadi Musa area, while it 
will be unfair to land owners be¬ 
cause of the limitation on the 
number of hotels to be built" Mr 
Auallah says. 

Another problem which wor¬ 
ries Mr Attallah is dealing with a 
growing 

number of tourists visiting Pe¬ 
tra every year. Currently there 
are 350 horses only used to carry 
tourists into Petra through the 
city's famous entrance, the Siq. 
With the building of new hotels, 
more people will be staying Pe¬ 
tra for the night and that would 
mean additional traffic though 
the Siq. The narrow winding en¬ 
trance of the city sometimes han¬ 
dles 1500 people sometimes and 
Mr Attallah thinks if the number 
goes upto 2000 or 2500 daily, 
confusion will arise. "It is a com¬ 
plex issue for us., we simply 
have to find an alternative route 
into the city," he says. 

Mr Attallah expects the num¬ 
ber of visitors to Petra to in¬ 
crease steadily over the coming 
years, as tourists visiting Egypt 
and Israel will have access to 
visit Southern Jordan via Taba 
andNuwiebe. 

Aqaba presents another chal¬ 
lenge for the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism. On the one hand, the only 
Jordanian pot city is run by the 
Aqaba Regional Authority, 
while on the other, physical ex¬ 
pansion. in the present touristic 
area is limited. The Maniptt Ho¬ 
tel chain wfll.be building a five- 
star beach resort on the 1 northern 
coast in. the hotel; district,'but fri- 

tere expansion will have to be on 
the southern coastline in yrfiat is 
now government-owned fend, 7 
According to Mr Attallah six 


kilometers on the south bat; 
have been allocated for loans'. • 
While the- coast is rich in tors 
reefs, that arc only a few raoe 
away for the shore, this fabuta 
resource makes it difficult !: 
utilise these beaches for swb 
ming. The Ministry has fit 
posed to prohibit any buikiiop. 
other than hotels, on iht s* 
shore making the area on tle*j' 
terfront under Ministry craw 
The Ministry would like to iff; 
first-class hotels and touristy 
lages developing on this stop*, 
beach. French technical aj-. 
tancc has been granted to Jot®, I 
to study the coral formauaa® j 
to find ways of building hotr^^ 
resorts there while overcaw. . 
die problem of corals. .» 

A survey was earned wj 
Dr Durcid Mahasneb, 
director of the Aqaba **!;• 
Station, to locate best 
building future hotek. * 7 

a number of proposals Uke^^ 

mg piers and digg^8 r 

but Mr Attallah admits that** . j 

of these solutions are tooww 

and need technical 
addition, developers ™)’ ., in¬ 

hibited by the faettiwj * ,, 
kilometre stnpof^K j. 
emment-owned, j.- 

cult for them to obtain bai« t 

cilities. . . 7*^0 f 
Mr Attallah u k 

the private sector _ ^ l 
leading role 
ism in Jordan. 

. one step in the * 

believes, and | 

agree with him. nu J 

take years, add[ 5 

money to ^ 

objectives oft^« 

The.immedla^W,^ 
time being isj? Sp 
' Amman, the 
to be resolved- 
’ master 
; in ,1987, 

achieved siiice.llien?: ; 7;; • 
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By a Star Staff Writer 

UM QAIS, Gadara of the Deca- 
oolis is one of the most beauti- 
M archaeological sites in Jor¬ 
dan. The city lies on the hills 
overlooking Lake Tibenas, 
among lush olive groves. In the 
spring it is covered with multi¬ 
tudes of flowers, whose bright 
colours are an awe-inspiring 
picture against the background 
of ancient black basalt carved in 
vegetal shapes. No wonder Ga¬ 
dara was the city of poets and 

P Tte°?ertile soil and plentiful 
water made the area ideal for hu¬ 
man habitation over thousands 
of years. In the Ottoman period a 
prosperous agricultural village 
nourished on the ancient site. 
The more affluent families were 
several at Um Qais, built beauti¬ 
ful large houses with spacious 
courtyards, sometimes decorat¬ 
ing them with a few carved 
stones from the ancient monu¬ 
ments. 

In the 1960s-70s, the Depart¬ 
ment of Antiquities bought a 
large portion of the village that 
was built on top of ancient ruins, 
it was the portion that had the 
most beautiful Ottoman houses. 
The plan was to demolish the 
houses, some of which were 
around a hundred years old, in 
order lo expose Roman Gadara. 
They wanted another Jerash in 
North Jordan. The site is a com¬ 
plete Roman provincial city with 
streets, theaters, baths, churches 
and monumental arches, al¬ 
though it badly suffered from 
earthquakes and the passage of 
lime. 

However, most of ancient Ga¬ 
dara is outside the village of Um 
Qais. Excavating and restoring 
that unbuilt portion will keep ar¬ 
chaeologists busy for decades, 
that is if money was available. 
The plan was changed and the 
historical importance of Otto¬ 
man Um Qais was acknowl¬ 
edged. 

This did not change the fate of 
[he villagers, who al first were 
nappy with the idea of moving to 
modem units with running wa- 
electricity and closer better 
schools for the children. The 


A resthouse for Gadara 






Um Qais: Soon the tourists will pour 

tourists staying in Jordan for one Qais if resting facilities were 
more day are bound to bring in a provided. In addition there is the 
good amount of income to the inevitable job creation, much 
country. This substantial number needed in Jordan at this time of 
of tourists will only visit Um high unemployment, which 


should also solve at least some 
of the local financial problems al 
Um Qais. 

The Ministry of Tourism, as a 
governmental body, owns a 
large portion of Um Qais. A por¬ 
tion with important as well as 
beautiful historic buildings, im¬ 
portant because they are rare sur¬ 
viving examples from a much 
neglected period in Jordan's cul¬ 
tural history. The "new" re- 
slhousc will follow the spirit of 
the archaeological station and 
museum by adapting a large 
building lo house the tourist fa¬ 
cilities. This adaptation will con¬ 
serve another historic building 
and alleviate any extra damage 
to ancient Gadara that is bound 


to happen through the construc¬ 
tion of a new structure on top of 
ancient ruins. The resthouse thus 
will not be offensive to the envi¬ 
ronment and will be "co¬ 
ordinated" with the museum rep¬ 
resenting the site’s history over 
thousands of years of which the 
Ottoman period is a part. It may 
even save money, as the archae¬ 
ologists proved. 

Thus, Um Qais is giving an ex¬ 
ample of conservation actually 
paying back its saviours, once 
they acknowledged it should be 
saved. Sadly, not all of historic 
Um Qais can be saved, and whaL 
is worse is that so much more 
needs to be done in the field of 
historical conservation through¬ 
out Jordan. The limited experi¬ 
ence of Um Qais and the differ¬ 
ent but related experience of Salt 
urge the adoption of a compre¬ 
hensive 'historic monument' 
preservation policy in the coun- 
try. 
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feels of small houses where they 
ttrinot keep their chickens and 
animals, and where they do not 
nave ready access lo their or- 
w®rds. This is other than the 
nigh prices they had to pay for 
tneu new 'luxuries’. Some of 
“tern left the village in an at- 
pnpt to earn a living elsewhere, 
out only two families decided to 
go back to their old homes. The 
social structure of Um Qais is 
changing. 

with the houses of Um 
v&s uninhabited, they are not 
maintained and will fall to ruins, 

® Jtcient Gadara. The archae- 
weal mission working at Um 
[T IS renovated one of the 
pgw Ottoman houses and is us- 
JL U n ? w as headquarters, for 
2? a few thousand dinars. A 
w more thousand dinars are 

iir.H another beau- 

hQus e into a museum. Two 
are saved. 

a 5° Ministry of Tourism and 
jjjtuqouitt is planning a re- 
SjS? “Urn Qais. USAID is- 
Providing $100,000 for it. A re- 
Um Qais is needed. 
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t£7 f 8t - We'tile can be 
trin a ^ Amnlan on a day 
. • substantial number of 


THE SECRET OF GETTING AIR CARGO 
TO AND FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

The secret of getting cargo to and from the Middle East quickly, efficiently and safely 
Is a question of dedication. 

That's why Royal Jordanian has cargo facilities at each one of Its destinations as well 
as staff experienced exclusively In the handling of cargo, be It perishables or general 
shipments. Our computerized system allows you to monitor where your cargo Is at any 
time en route to Its final destination. 

Add to that the Ideal location of Amman, the center of the network and the heart of 
the Middle East, and you have a cargo service that . 
really makes a difference. And that's no secret, w RDYALJORDANIAN 




5 March . 1990. 









































Front row (from left): Zein Khreino, Nadine Khreino, Maik- 
en Thompson; back row: Cemre Torun, Afro Kooperman, 
Jowmana Jallad, Ashley Owen, DaW ri Pratt, Chihtfya Chi - 
langwa, Liz Bonneville. 

Fashion course received 
with enthusiasm 


By u Star Stuff Writer 

SEVERAL, STUDENTS at (lie 
American Community School 
(ACS) nrc proud graduates of a a 
seven-week modeling and finish¬ 
ing course. The course offered 
for (he first Lime in Iordan was 
developed and taught by Theresa 
Saudi, an American licensed in¬ 
structor now living in Amman. 

The course covered a variety 
of topics including modeling 
techniques, makeup application 
ami premier skin care. A photog¬ 
raphy and video session was also 
a vital part of the curriculum. 

The students, who received □ 
certificate upon completion of 
die course, enrolled in (he class 
for diverse reasons. Many of the 
girls had previously participated 
m a school fashion production. 
They had their firsL professional 
modeling experience in Hana Sa- 
diq Beraudo's fashion show 
which was held on 2 March 
(Saudi trained models and co¬ 
ordinated the event). 

Three of the students will also 
model in a fashion show present¬ 
ed on 25 March by the Working 
Women of Amman Association, 
featuring sLyles of local design¬ 
ers. Other students took the 
course because of a special inter¬ 
est m fashion, while some girls 
simply considered the class a tre¬ 
mendous "confidence booster." 


Only one or lwo girls arc consid¬ 
ering pursuing modeling os a ca¬ 
reer. Most of die students just 
warned to Uikc advantage of a 
modem-day version of a "charm 
school" course. 

Saudi, a former modeling in¬ 
structor in the United Stales, is a 
fashion designer currently work¬ 
ing on an exclusive line of jack¬ 
ets, made of various leathers and 
skins. She has co-ordinated nu¬ 
merous fashion shows, makeup 
seminars and benefits in the 
United Stales and in Jordan. 

Saudi expressed pride in her 
students' accomplishments. She 
said she was pleased by their 
positive attitudes and genuine in¬ 
terest in self-improvement. En¬ 
hancing the students' natural as¬ 
sets, Saudi said, will be helpful 
in their future roles as business¬ 
women, wives and mothers. 

One student's father said he 
was glad his daughter "has had 
the opportunity to leant about 
Finishing school kind of activi¬ 
ties," as well as about fashion 
and "makeup techniques appro¬ 
priate for teenagers.” 

Another parent said she was 
pleased her daughter had gained 
basic experience in modeling 
techniques, a skill she considers 
useful m improving self-esteem. 
She also said the class has 
helped her daughter gain poise, 
to successfully handle college 
and job interviews. 
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For booking your orders please call Tel.ft44 22-647868 
Asira Building Jabil Amman Between 1st. and 2nd. circle. 
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After 23 years of ]planning' 

Music academy sees the light 


By Cerl Lloyd Jones 

* Special to The Star 

STRAINS OF violins and piano 
scales emanate from the practice 
rooms of the newly established 
Jordan Academy of Music which 
will be "distinguishable from al¬ 
ready existing music institutions 
in Jordan by the quality of the 
teachers and teaching materials." 

After 23 years of "planning" 
and persuading, the Jerusalem- 
bom composer Yousef Khasho 
has finally been able to "realise 
his dream of opening a music 
academy with properly quali¬ 
fied staff." 

Students of the new academy, 
which is situated in Shmeisani 
near the Birds Garden, have em¬ 
barked upon a four-year degree 
course and it is hoped that in the 
long run they and future gradu¬ 
ates will form not only a core of 
good musicians for Jordan, but 
also competent teachers of music 
who will, in the future, replace 
the foreign teachers. 

With the large and growing de¬ 
mand in Jordan for profession¬ 
al music training, the need for 
music institutions has become 
more stressing. There is already 
a music degree course at Yar- 
mouk University, and private 
music lessons are available at the 
National Music Conservatory 
and various music centres, but 
Khasho says that the quality of 
teaching found at present in Jor¬ 
dan is "unsatisfactory, as most of 
the teachers are unqualified, and 
themselves lack the necessary 
training to become professional 
players." 

Khasho says that his institution 
keeps to detailed specifications 
which set high standards, has a 
comprehensive syllabus ap¬ 
proved by a London college of 
music, graded series of instru¬ 
mental books, not to be sold for 
profit, and theory books which 
he wrote specifically with Jorda¬ 
nian students in mind. 

The idea of opening the acade¬ 
my is not just "based on a recent 
whim." His ,, struggle” to see the 
project realised goes way back to 
1966 when late Abdel Hamid 
Sharraf, always encouraging to 
musicians, had set up the gov¬ 


ernment Institute of Music and 
Fine Arts. Khasho became head 
of the institute and set about 
writing a music curriculum "for 
the benefit of the people of Jor¬ 
dan." It is fundamentally this 
same curriculum which has now 
finally been approved and imple¬ 
mented. 

Why then did it take so long? 
Khasho says that "quite simply, 
people didn't understand the val¬ 
ue of music and of organised 
leaching according to a syllabus: 1 
He says he was repeatedly ap¬ 
proached for advice on Jordani¬ 
an music teaching and he had re¬ 
peatedly presented his project 





Yousef Khasho 


which was repeatedly glossed 
over by the Jordanian and, at one 
stage, the Libyan authorities. 
However in 1980, Abdel Hamid 
Shairaf earnestly discussed the 
opening of an academy with him 
and "recognised the potential of 
the scheme. Everything looked 
rosy then," he says. 

But Sharraf, then Prime Minis¬ 
ter, died suddenly. This was a 
huge loss not only' to Khasho's 
rekindled hopes but, of course, 
to Jordan as a whole. Despon¬ 
dent, Khasho relumed to Italy, 
which he had been using as a 
base for composing some of his 
12 symphonies, including the fa¬ 
mous "Jerusalem Symphony" and 
the"Great Arab Revolution". But 
the frustration of having his 
"vision" unrealised for so long 
was soon to be quelled. It was 
three years ago when he was 
here composing and putting on a 
children's opera with the Queen 


that the Minis, i 
try of Higher Education sum. !' 
ed that he present his project^ ! 
vatcly But couldn't he sSe * 
down his plan? He could w : 
KlKLsho has never been prepared f 
to compromise his vision font? ■ 
Academy. Over the years he hu I 
stuck by his guns "all or noth. ; 
mg," he said. 

He was duly joined last year •' 
by a company of ’’brave entre- 1 
preneurs - brave because they ■ 
were putting capital into a field i 
which was entirely new to ! 
them." The encouragement of i 
Nabil Nabar, Said Bino, Saint ’ 
Saycgh Salamch Haddad and ; 
Sami Ammo made the academy j 
possible. Hard-won govemmea : 
approval was eventually ob- * 
tained and the obstacle course of - 
official paperwork hurdled. 

By now, however, Jordan's ■. 
monetary devaluation had dealt a - 
severe blow to an institution 
hoping to employ overseas ! 
teachers - a painfully expensive 
prospect. The academy has been , 
lucky in recruiting a handful of 1 
suitably qualified teachers for its 
opening, but in order to expand i 
the programme to its full scale it 
must look abroad. More teochen ! 
arc essential if the demand of ji 
vast numbers of interested jua -1 
iors for the music school is to be |. 
met, and eventually all the in- i 
struments of the symphony or- : 
chcstra are to be purchased • 
Even at this laic stage, Yousef 1. 
Khasho's carefully thought-oot j 
specifications arc once again in 
danger of being compromised. 

The original "vision" should 
not now be undermined, other -1 
wise the academy will simply i 
join llic ranks of "other nin-of- 
the mill music institutions" and 
will not fulfil its potential as a j 
exciting business venture, Kha- j 
sha says. 

Khasho is likely to go into re¬ 
tirement soon, to play the piM 
spend lime with his grandchil¬ 
dren and to compose. He has 
"sowed the seeds for an excellent 
academy," and now hopes iba 
the company and the ncwty- 
appointed dean. Dr Shabib Are 
Jalser, will "see the project 
through to its full fruition." 


Creativity overcomes handicap 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to The Star 

AMMAN - HISHAM Edghaim 
is an artist of considerable talent 
and potential. His watercolours 
now on show at the Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Centre are finely and deli¬ 
cately worked yet are full of sub¬ 
stance and presence. His pencil 
drawings are dramatically bold 
his portraits finely observe. In 
short the work of Hisham Edc- 
ham compares very favourably 
with that of other Jordanian art¬ 
ists yet Hisham is no ordinary 
artist. Since the age of 18, His¬ 
ham has been confined to a 
wheelchair unable to use either 
lus arms or legs and all his art 
work is produced by holding his 
pencils and brashes in his 
mouth. 

Now aged 32, Hisham is a 
nrah of great charm and warmth 
As can be seen from his exhibi- 
h «.favourite subjects are 
birds whrch he paints with much 
attenuon to detail. His birds of 
, prey, solid and real are a play of 


soft feathers against hard hooked 
beaks and glittering all seeing 
eyes. His parrots are vehicles for 
bright colours, while fledgling 
sparrows give him the opportuni¬ 
ty to portray their soft vulnera- 
buity. About his preoccupation 
with birds, Hisham says "when 1 
was a child, I wanted to be a pi¬ 
lot, I wanted to fly. Now when I 
pamt birds, I become pan of 
them, I fly - so much so that I of¬ 
ten become totally unaware of 
my surroundings". 

Although interested in drawing 
as a child, Hisham did not take 
the subject seriously at first. A 
tragve diving accident in 1976 
which left him a quadrapleglc 
c [^ n 8ed that. Inspired by a book 
about an American artist called 
Joni who had suffered a similar 
accident, Hisham taught himself 

b Y “ing his 
1579 rfsham dis¬ 
played his wqrk for the first time 
m an Aramco Fine Arts Group : 
exhibition in Dljahran, Saudi . 
Arabia, where he:arid his family’ 
were living at that time. Receiv- ' 
mg much encouragement he 1 


went on to participate in fa* 
and other group exhibitions-™, 
work eventually draw & 
lion of the then Saudi OtlMjg* 
ter Sheik Ahmad Yaroaru wiw ; 
very much impressed by 
ham's talent, sent ,um ^ 
year scholarship Jp study 
the University of 
Sweden. After 
five year course, 
ed to live in Sweden penn 

ly. He is now a Swedish^. 

As well as holding 
hibitions, 

for the Mouth and FofH jK 
This exclusive society 
only 252 members. WQe4 
the world coiprni^Jv fltuiK 
artists to provide^ce^ ^. 
, ber of paintings 
. they use for calendfs w 
: ingcards. 

i.try repeatedly:® WEft pay 
. bers of this society, 

: its members a-roguMffi' Wr 
without ;luek.^Hj^j|-®v^ 
cepted oh his ffo 

The: exhlbitibn^J^,, 
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Capturing Jordan's 
individual flavour 


’My Grandmother's Chest-tales' 

Highlighting the values of Arab culture 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to The Star 

AMMAN - The paintings of 
Yousef Baddawi, which were re¬ 
cently on show at the Gallery in 
ihe Jordan InterContinental Ho¬ 
tel, are about atmospheres, in 
particular, the unique atmos¬ 
pheres of Amman's busy streets, 
markets and coffee shops. Bad¬ 
dawi is not an artist who is inter¬ 
ested in portraying the details of 
a scene but rather its feel - its 
overall impression. Yet it is 
through a keen observation of 
ihc details that he has managed 
to capture that individual falvour 
which makes Jordan different 
not only from the West but also 
from its Arab neighbours. 

Baddawi carries this idea 
through most successfully in his 
market scene series. In bold 
sweeps of bright and vibrant col¬ 
ours he portrays the dipping can¬ 
opies that cover the market stalls 
in between which figures - paint¬ 
ed as volumes occupying space - 
wander. As the large areas of 
colour diminish in size and in¬ 
tensity, the scene deepens into 
the receding background. In oth¬ 
er oils like "Market Women", 
Baddawi zooms in on the figures 
themselves. 

Reminiscent of the work of 
Paul Guiragossian these abstract¬ 
ed vertical figures stand clus¬ 
tered together clasping bundles, 
interspersed by hip level chil¬ 
dren. But in this painting, as in 
many of his other market scenes, 
one suspects it is not the figures 
Baddawi is interested in but the 
canopies’ that flap lazily over¬ 
head, a suspicion that is con¬ 
firmed when one secs a painting 
devoted totally to their depic¬ 
tion. "Market canopies’ is a 
painting you feel Baddawi could 
jot resist making iu which he 
has given in to the temptation of 
producing a totally abstract work 
that achieves an interesting bal¬ 
ance in rough and smoothly 
worked textures. 

It is in his portrayals of Am¬ 
man s coffee shops life that Bad- 
dawi produces his most atmos- 
Phenc pieces. In the foreground, 
figures sit hunched around 
tables, their red-slippered 
■Mi offsetting the deep carmine 
J 016 ceiling. But it is not at 
H*® °ur gaze is directed as 
[[joes beyond them into die 
«pths of the coffee shops where 
; ^figures lit by sunlight 



Yousef Baddawi 

Of Baddawi's many figure 
paintings some are more suc¬ 
cessful than others. His gouache 
of two figures, hurrying along in 
the rain, shielded by umbrellas, 
captures well the cold wetness of 
tite day while his oil of figures 
passing a beggar woman in the 
street conveys the idea of the es¬ 
sential isolation of the individual 
and of his self absorption. Others 
like the old man reading a news¬ 
paper and of the two squatted 
figures while interestingly ob¬ 
served, lack a certain subtility. 

Baddawi’s preoccupation with 
expressing the figure as volume 
has led to a roughness that is not 
in keeping with the subject mat¬ 
ter. The artist's studies of chil¬ 
dren on the other hand have es¬ 
caped this tendency. These 
gentle, wryly humourous paint¬ 
ings which arc full of the idio¬ 
syncrasies of children arc well 
crafted works that avoid any sen¬ 
timentality. The two very spon¬ 
taneous pencil sketches, one of a 
girl in a party dress, the other of 
a man in traditional dress scaled 
on the ground, touched sparingly 
with points of colour, show per¬ 
haps more than many of his oth¬ 
er pieces Baddawi's facility with 
both form and balance. 

When painting landscapes, 
Baddawi seems more at ease 
when using oils raLher than wa¬ 
tercolours. In contrast to the 
rather uncontrolled, messy wash¬ 
es of die latter the artist's oil of 
"Snow at Mogablain" is fresh, 
well painted and full of depth. 
The pale wintery colours are en¬ 
livened with touches of scarlet - 
Baddawi's hallmark. The artist's 
watercolours seem to work bet¬ 
ter when he employs finer, more 
detailed work - like in ’’Aqaba 
Sketch" and 'The Umbrella Mar¬ 
ket" - which leave large areas of 
paper unpainted thus adding 
light and space. 


By Hlnd-Lara Mango 

Special to The Siar 

A UNIQUE puppet production 
dealing with the values of Arab 
culture will be staged at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) on 
17 March. 

In co-operation with the Min¬ 
istry of Culture, the Noor Al- 
Husscin Foundation will present 
"Sandouq Jaddati - Hikayat" 
(My Grandmother's Chest- 
Tales) which Jordanian artist 
Wafa Qsus first wrote for her 
masters degree thesis in the 
United States in 1989. 

The play evolves around two 
basic characters: Zein (manipu¬ 
lated by Qsus) and her grand¬ 
mother (manned by Munir Qa- 
dumi). The plot begins with 
Zein's grandmother finding her 
misusing old pieces of embroi¬ 
dered cloth which she has found 
in a wooden chest. Zein terms 
these pieces as "old and smelly" 
and thus offends her grandmoth¬ 
er. This incident provokes the 
latter into recounting a story to 
Zein about a young girl named 
Zcina. 

Says Qsus: "When 1 was 
working on my thesis, I read a 
lot of books on child psychology 
since the play was supposed to 
be for a child audience. As a 
consequence or my studies I 
found that a child relates to a 
story he or she is told by imagin¬ 
ing himself or herself as the pro¬ 
tagonist." 

The story within the story, 
sub-plot, is narrated at first by 
the grandmodicr and then con¬ 
tinued by Zein. U reflects char¬ 
acteristics of a Greek mythology 
whereby natural phenomena are 
personified. In other words, the 
clouds arc alive and speak as 
they arc manipulated by Munir 
Qadumi. The action shifts from 
die story within the story, seen 
through a window in the back¬ 
drop, and Ihe foreground where 
the two characters are sealed. 

The conflict in the sub-plot 
deals with a drought which is 
causing everything to die. Ziena 
begs mother-earth for help since 
she has a grandmother dying 
form the lack of food. The earth 
tells her that she has to go to the 
proud sun for rain, to the clouds 
and then to the lazy wind. When 
Zeina's quest is fulfilled she is 
rewarded by the earth with 
threads in (he colours of all the 
flowers on earth. Zeina decides 
to embroider all her adventures 



Caption: Munir Qadumi and Wafa Qsus with the puppets that will 
he used in the plays 


on her black dress and the wom¬ 
en of the village become jealous 
of this dress and start embroi¬ 
dering their own. In this manner 
the story of embroidery com¬ 
mences. 

The play ends dramatically 
with an abrupt darkness. Simul¬ 
taneously, the final scene is 
constructed in the manner of 
'One Thousand Night and and 
Night', leaving room for future 
stories. 

Visual and auditory images 
greatly contribute to the devel¬ 
opment of the mood. Music by 
Ali Ahu-Khadru has been writ¬ 
ten especially for this produc¬ 
tion. The set embodies a wood¬ 
en panel painted in indigo. This 
colour is also found in the cos¬ 
tume of actors who are visible 
on the stage as they manipulate 
the puppets; a technique firsi 
created l>y the German play¬ 
wright Benoit Brecht. The al¬ 
ienating or distancing technique 
used in the play breaks the con¬ 
ventional illusion of an actor 
identifying will) the protagonist. 
There is a social purpose in¬ 
volved in the rc-acting whereby 
ihe audience is forced to think 
of the significance of the play. 
However, this "distancing' is at 
first distracting, but Qsus ex¬ 
plains, "my purpose is to edu¬ 
cate children where the national 
dress is concerned. For them, il 
usually means something deco¬ 
rative. They do not see the life 
in it, know what it was used for, 
or what it meant to our grand¬ 


parents. I am trying to give .■» 
knew perspective to the 'Touh 
and at the same- time educate. 
And liius discussion is held after 
each performance between the 
children und Qsus. 

The setting reflects "elements 
of our culture”, the grandmother 
wears a Salti costume and die 
clouds are made of the hatln (Ar¬ 
abic headdress). 

The puppet represent ing the 
grandmother is 1.16 cm and is 
made in the bun raku Japanese 
style with squinting eyes and "a 
heart-melting .smile." Zein could 
pass Tor a child with her two pig- 
tales and round shinny black 
eyes. 

The production was originally 
written in English for an Ameri¬ 
can audience. Now, Qsus his 
translated her script into collo¬ 
quial Arabic. She points out that 
since the play is aimed at a child 
audience of four-year-old and 
above then the language should 
be intelligible. All six character 
voices in the play are spoken by 
Qsus. 

Qsus hopes to establish her 
own acting staff and puppet 
workshop after the end her!3- 
evening shows running until 25 
March. She aims to tour other 
countries with this production 
and will perform it at the Tuni¬ 
sian International Puppetry Fes¬ 
tival in December. 

Eighteen 40-minute morning 
shows will be running from 3-12 
April also at the RCC and tickets 
range from JD 1/2 to JD 2. 


Dining out... 


Granada Hotel 

j & 

Nabil Restaurant 

w «lcomeyoutoapleas- 
^ stay and sumptuous 
l iropean& Oriental 
' • meals. 

^ln a quiet yetcen 
/ tralarea. 

^^Jebel Amman, 
CU638031 & 622617 



LaTerrasse 

Resfuarant 

Oriental & European 


For reservations, 
761:6^2831,601675 
Shmeisani, Amman 



Thaflrstibatt 
, CMitfWRttUuraftt 

’ Mor4i» . • 

istGtcle, MalAamn, near 
, Ahliyyah Girls School 

6peedhufyI2^3:30 

•y; 6:&Mkhiight : 



Mfrzdo 

fRsstaiirant 

fRffit ftpfian 
Coofjrtff. fresh. 
fHom-ttuuft . 
pasta, Eftet- 
Cent'quality 
meat/drfge se¬ 
lection pfzdints. 

. Mecca Street, 
Tel: 821705 
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By Mark Newham 

AMMAN--In ihc wake of the 
first genera! election in two dec¬ 
ades, Jordan is facing the urgent 
task of finding viable sources of 
energy to help revive the econo¬ 
my. 

The diminishing level of Arab 
assistance, to Jordan, coupled 
with the fact that Jordon's oil im¬ 
port bill exceeds its total export 
earnings, produced a recipe for 
economic disaster. 

Oil imports cost Jordan $500- 
million annually. With its main¬ 
ly oil-based energy demand ris¬ 
ing at 9 pc r cent a year, the 
country is desperate to develop 
its own small, newly-discovered 
hydrocarbon reserves and find 
substitutes for oil fuels. 

Analysts believe that a sizea¬ 
ble gas find in early 19X8 at Rl- 
sha, near the Iraqi border, could 
cut about 10 per cent of the 
country's daily requirement of 
50,000 barrels of oil when the 
gas reserves are harnessed in 
quantity, Five hundred barrels 
per day are being produced from 
a small oil discovery near Azraq, 
in the cast. 

Officials at the Natural Re¬ 
sources Authority (NRA) will 
soon know whether the Risha 
gas find is big enough to warrant 


Jordan digs deep to fuel a recovery 


building a gas line, costing up to 
$500-million, to Amman, and 
the main industrial area at Zarqa. 
The gas is already being tapped 
to drive two large gas turbines at 
Risha field, to supplement a pre¬ 
dominantly oil-field power plant 
feeding the country's grid. 

Jordan wants la replace im¬ 
ported oil with its own, but only 
minor shows of oil have been 
produced since 1986 from the 23 
wells drilled in Jordan under the 
NRA's oil exploration pro¬ 
gramme. 

Exploration continues, will) 
seismic crews from PclroCana- 
da, the Japan National Oil Cor¬ 
poration and Pcirofina (Bel¬ 
gium) in the field and 
exploration drilling teams from 
Pcirofina Oils (US) and Amoco 
manning die rigs in concession 
areas awarded by the NRA. 
Hopes for a commercial find arc 
centred on the Sirhan area in the 
southeast near the Saudi border, 
in the north and near the Dead 
Sea. 

The Ministry of Energy and 
die NRA nrc also working on a 
plan to provide a tenth of the 








country's electricity by solar and 
wind power. 

The sun provides Lhe prime 
source of energy in the recovery 
of about 1.2 million tonnes of 
the mineral potash every year. 
This valuable salt remains when 
the sun's heat evaporates water 
from Dead Sea bti^fl^wapora- 
tion ponds. To gem^^he same 
amount of heal using an oil-fired 
system, about 3.5 million tonnes 


of imported oil a year would 
have to be burnt. 

Jordan began to tap its solar 
energy resources when the first 
oil price hike was imposed by its 
oil-rich neighbours in 1973. Jor¬ 
dan's solar energy industry con¬ 
sisted of two workshops making 
50 solar water heaters a year. 

Today there arc more than 40 
solar water heater manufacturers 
- three of which arc large facto¬ 
ries - selling 15,000 units annu¬ 
ally. About 100,000 units are 
now installed, providing solar- 
hcaicd water to 25 per cent of 
the country's houses, this is set 
to rise to 250,000 units by the 
turn of the century. 

But if 10 per cent of Jordan's 
electricity is to be generated by 
renewable energy technologies, 
it will need substantially more in 
the way of such systems - espe¬ 
cially large arrays of solar photo- 
voliaic (PV) panels and wind 
turbines. 

The only significant develop¬ 
ments with PV and wind-power 
systems are af the village of Jurf 
El Darawcesh, 175km south of 
Amman, and near Irbid in north- 


Helping Jordan to become a long-term exporter 


By a Star Staff Writer 

THERE IS a strong need in the 
country to perpetuate the export 
drive which took a more serious 
turn in 1989. Lack of foreign ex¬ 
change and the need to create 
new markets motivated exporters 
eo develop new marketing strate¬ 
gies in order to stay in business. 
However, the current emphasis 
on exports is not a temporary al¬ 
ternative to overcome monetary 
and economic hardships. Jordan 
needs to stay in the export busi¬ 
ness and should explore all pos¬ 
sible means to maintain its pres¬ 
ence in export markets. 

In order to deal with today's 
changing export market. Jordani¬ 
an commercial and industrial 
service operators should develop 
a national set of guidelines to 
steer Jordanian exporters to¬ 
wards adopting principles and 
methods of export know-how. 

Little benefit can be expected 
from furnishing exporters with 
directories of thousands of im- 
jxirlers and lists of thousands of 
trade opportunities when the ex- 
iwrter is unable to establish a vi- 
uble mechanism to stay in the 

.. 


export business. 

The export laboratory 

There arc m least seven com¬ 
mandments any exporter should 
follow before venturing into for¬ 
eign markets. They are: 

• Determining the exporter's 
readiness to export; 

- Acquiring preliminary back¬ 
ground information about for¬ 
eign markets; 

• Establishing possible target 
markets; 

- Identifying potential win¬ 
dows of opportunity; 

- Con finning market readi¬ 
ness; 

- Acquiring assistance for fur¬ 
ther research; and 

- Developing an initial focus. 

The exporter's ability to suc¬ 
cessfully comply with the above 
seven commandments can open 
the way for successful comple¬ 
tion of the following six func¬ 
tions. 

-Developing an international 

perspective; 

• Identifying obstacles; 

- Conducting market research; 

- Analysing risks; 
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- Evaluating cost, tariff, tax 
and other monetary issues; and 

- Exploring export facilitation 
programmes and services, in¬ 
cluding government funding or 
private sector financing 
schemes. 

Gelling started 

With an effective export strate¬ 
gy emphasising market penetra¬ 
tion, product placement, compet¬ 
itive pricing and establishment 
of agents and distributors the 
doors are open for the exporter 
to remain competitive. 

The Jordanian exporter can 
benefit from the fact that not all 
of what he is able to export is 
needed in the local market. How¬ 
ever, exporters need to explore 
demand markets and determine 
if their products are exportable. 
It would be helpful if Jordanian 
commercial and industrial ser¬ 
vice operators developed a na¬ 
tional list of Jordanian exporta¬ 
ble products. 

Building an export sales 
strategy 

Exporters need to develop sira- 

Sfiiy ‘ hra ‘ ,8h 

I- Identifying demand: Before 
entering a new market exporters 
( ? b . Ul,n information and 
siausueal data about market lar¬ 
ger for their products. Develop¬ 
ing a pattern that will assist cx- 

!L dC J Crnilning dcmand is 

one of he keys to opening and 

slaying m new markets^ 

. in 2 ' S«* in g market informa¬ 
tion. This is crucial to exporters' 
mcM Sonim of .information 
should always be sought Dartic- 
ularly those related tolhjlnges or 


adjustments in the labeling and 
packaging standards, or any oLh- 
er new trade requirements by the 
importing country. 

3- Identifying the distribution 
infrastructure; finding the link 
between export products and 
buyers is very important. Export¬ 
ers should determine who do 
■they prefer to or they have to 
deal with; a sole distributor, an 
import/export agent, a trading 
company or the end-user. 

Exporters need a person or an 
Organisation who/which has the 
information and knowledge Lo 
properly assist them in market¬ 
ing and selling Lheir products in 
the importing country. 

4- Enhancing and servicing ex¬ 
port products: opening a new 
market does not mean that ex¬ 
porters will necessarily stay in it 
unless they have a proper prod¬ 
uct enhancement and service net¬ 
work. Keeping in touch with for¬ 
eign markets is essential in 
helping exporters maintain their 
importers, avoid surprises in 
price fluctuations and create new 
strategies to face new competi¬ 
tors in importing countries. 

Export know-how 

Jordanian commercial and in¬ 
dustrial service operators have 
not yet developed a national ex¬ 
port directory. However with the 
present Jordanian capabilities, 
achieving this directory is a 
worthwhile objective. 

The Jordanian exporter needs 
export know-how in the follow¬ 
ing areas: 

-Soliciting export orders; - 
. - Handling unsolicited inquir¬ 
ies with export potential; . 

inin m 1 ?' 118 export order 
into seller-buyer contract. 


- Knowing issues of pricing 
quotations and terms of sale; 
these include issues such a 
product pricing, domestic priwi 
marginal cost pricing, product 
modification, preparation of quo¬ 
in lions and terms of sale; 

- Documenting shipments 
these include export licenses,«-! 
porter's declaration, consul 
and/or commercial invoices, ca- 
tificnlcs of origin, bills of lathng, 
airway bills, parcel post, inspec¬ 
tion certificates, dock receipt} 
and warehouse receipts; ' i 

- Preparing insurance tfJtw y 

calcs; 1 

- Preparing merchandise; » 
shipment; these include pacM* 
marking of packages and W# . 
ling and marking of goods; ; 

- Shipping the products; W* 3 

include methods of shipment#" ; 
freight forwarders; . , 

- Receiving payment, theses >. 
elude collection, overdue 
counts and disputes. 

- Discounting drafts; \ 

-Handlinglicensingprof*! >• 

- Handling liability ° f P y 
damage and delay; and 

- Handling international w* , 

documents. ■ J| 
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Furnished & unfurr»»g 
apartments &vHIrt 

Jn We st.Amrfja njgi■: 

Rental Dept. 



Euro-deposit rates: 


em Jordan. At Jurf El Daraw 
cesh a modest array of PV m. I 
els and two medium-sized wiM 
turbines bring power lo the SOO 
people of the village. Two fo. 
[her wind-pumps supply tlu vil- '• 
lage with water foim a 60-mare 1 
well. 

In lrb < four win d turbines 
generate 300 KW of power to 
the national grid. The Ministry 
of Energy is considering estab¬ 
lishing a bigger wind-fenn 
near Irbid consisting of up to 50' 
machines - generating more than!• 
5,000 KW. j 

The ministry's main problem- 
in planning an expanded wind-: 
power programme will be find¬ 
ing enough sites with strong 
winds. Unlike its solar energy re-; 
source, Jordan's wind resource ii, 
largely unknown. 

That partly explains why ibe 
ministry is studying a propod 
to build a 30,000 KW solar pos¬ 
er station. Known as the Phoe¬ 
bus project, the tower would be- 
come the world's biggest sols 
thermal plant and would cos 
about $160 million to build ad ^ i 
about $3 million a year to run " 
Willi a foreign debt of more tha. 
$8 billion, Jordan will be had 
pressed to pay for this. 



US 

DEM 

STG 

Yen 

Imo. 

8.1/4 

8.1/16 

15. 1/16 

6.62 

2 mo. 

8.5/16 

8.1/4 

15.5/16 

6.81 

3 mo. 

8.3/8 

8.3/8 

15.3/8 

7.46 

6 mo. 

8.9/16 

8.3/4 

15. 7/16 

7.81 

lyear 

8.7/8 

9.3/16 

15.11/16 

7.87 

Interbank rates (Jordan): 



SFR 
9.00 
9.1/8 
9.1/8 
9.5/16 
9.3/8 


Dating - --■ ——HWIUHU a /», A WeCK 0.5% 1 

month 9%, 2 months 9.125%, 3 months 9.25%, 1 vear 
9.5%. Lending rate (AAA) 12%. y 

Dollar; 

DMK SFR STG YEN CAN FFR 
LAST 1.7175/80 1.5287/97 1.6008/18 152.65/75 1.1763/68 5.804S75 
Source: Amman Bank for Investment, Tel: 642701 



Building Codes 


AN 1^ Rational Building Law of 1989 defined Devel¬ 
opment Works and Codes as follows- 

■Develop...™ works: Works rclalcl lo lhe design, construction 
maintenance ttnd s.tpemston orconslmcUon projects, including i 
f mechanical and electrical works, public safety works, fire proven- 
uon works, building isolation and waste removal. 

i, 801 of njt “' conditions and technical requirements rc- 

iated to development works which arc passed by die Jordanian Na- 

and a PP roved fa y toe government. 

Under the law, the cabinet, by recommendations of JNBC, defines 
the development works and the organisational zones where the appli¬ 
cation of approved codes is mandatory. The approved code becomes 
? f toe licensing requirements. In lheir development 
° mc f companies, as well as construction 
contractors, should comply with lhe approved codes, when they de- 

E2K!?®. CaiTy , OUt » uch works - Furthermore, any violation of 

SffilSf 5 ur d, “ law sl,ould 1x5 re > Mrt ' d 10 iIb ■«■*■- 

( ^* anisal .“ >nal Authorities as those including lhe 
C ° unci1 ’ ^to lllc lQ cal and district villages and 
a. committees, joint organisation committees, or any 

co J nm ‘ Uc ® °r council which replaces any of the 
above auLhonues, under the Buildings, Cilies and Villages Orgiinisa- 
uon Law or under any other effective legalisation. 


- t... i.nnmrr - 

• D ‘ a T. ond Corporation, 

^.Boxl 682 , Seoul, Korea. 

TU: K23217, K23705. 

Tel: (02) 718-3370, 3380, 

F«: (02) 718-0033,3003. 

Suppliers of cotton yam and fabric. 

plies!* 8CtUror Finished textile products, including garment and sup- 
distributors and manufacturers. 

tta^poratbn tr,eS ' P etr0c,tem * Cfl ^> cosniruction, retailing, leisure and 

Automated spinning and waving plants (chungju). 

^ 

men serv * ce I s available to local and foreign buslness- 

llsh your commercial Interests In this corner please 
mv Friiinr n X .1° not Photocopy) and send with details to: Econo- 
L' lt0r ’ 0 n-Ltoe, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Amman-Jordan. 


^dresses of im- 

^ alays ‘ a mi & hl 
Various 

SSs C800ds: 

tt Bm 2374 Sdrl ' Bhdl 

J.^ lar ’ bang “ 

^ Ojbnwn Bin Hnj Isa 
Tu •. J3/482244 

• MA 30787 

Tlx / 9/758344 

■ IAVMA 37421 

Switches 

; P - cu£»x V§V TlatiQn Sdn - Bhd.' ■ 
fe w 

[.„■ SJaya, Selangor 


Director : Lim Yoi Chi 
Tel : 03/53534 

Tlx : MA 37588 

Soaps & detergents 
Dielhem Malaysia Sdn Bhd. 

P.O. Box 77 
Bangunan Pasarava Jaya 
Pelaling Jaya, Selangor 
Director: Walter Koch 
Tel : 03/773322 

Tlx : 37682 YUSDIN 

Chocolate & chocolate products 
Yusda Industries Sdn. Bhd. 

P. O. Box 362 

10 Larong University B., Sec. 16 

Petaling Jaya, Selangor 
Director: Yusbf Saidln 
Tel: 03/774695 
Tlx: 37682 YUSDIN 

' t , 

For more information on import-- 
ers iii Malaysia, please contact the 
Jordan Trade Association, Tel:: 
685603/4 
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Cold 

JD 

1kg 

8J125.000 

21 ct 

7.650 

18 ct 

Eng. pound 

6.600 

8g 

Rashad: 

63.500 

7 8 

56.000 

24ct(swiss) 

9.500 

Silver 1 

1kg 

160.000 



Average excltnuge rates on 


in fils 


Buy 

Sell 

US$ 

671.0 

675.0 

£ 

I084J 

I090Jt 

DM 

394.1 

396.5 

SFr 

444.2 

446.9 

FRF 

115.8 

116.5 

YEN 

443.5 

446.2 

(100) 



DFL 

349.9 

352.5 

SKK 

109.3 

110.0 

LIT 

53.4 

53.7 

(100) 



BLF 

188.1 

189.2 

(10) 





Shopping Habifs 

We always complain that 
household needs for goods and 
services arc an everyday re¬ 
quirement. In fact our shopping 
habits stand behind the reasons 
for such complaints. We are 
used to the habit of buying or 
doing something for the house 
only when there is a need for it. 
More than 90 per cent of us are 
not used to plan one week 
ahead and shop accordingly. 

Looking at the landscape of 
consumer markets in Jordan, 
we find that most of the popula¬ 
tion do not have an easy access 
to these supermarkets, minimar¬ 
kets, etc at which you could 
purchase your household needs 
for the whole week. Therefore, 
we prefer to shop at small de¬ 
partment stores and traditional- 
type groceries. In such case, 
wherever you live in Jordan, the 
nearest grocery is next door and 
the farthest is in a small walk- 
in gd is tan ce. 

The housewife, who is carry¬ 
ing a full-time housewife func-' 
lion, prefers to buy her house¬ 
hold goods whenever there is a 
need for them. The Star inter¬ 
viewed a number of full-time 
housewives who prefer this 
type of habit and found that his 
habit was prefcrrablc because it 
reserved some liquidity, they 
did not have sufficient and 
proper storage in the house and 
because they wore able to be se¬ 
lective in Inlying certain items. 
Those there reasons were the 
main reasons. 

These full-lime housewives' 
daughters were also inter¬ 
viewed by the Star. The daugh¬ 
ters, however, were hill-time 
working females about to get 
'married. 

As consumers, die girls were 
different in their behavioural at¬ 
titudes and Ihihking patterns 
from their mothers, but pre¬ 
ferred to go ■ along: with the 
same habit. The reason was that 
they had no alternatives.. . 

KjUmtiaww.--h, 1 - 1 - 





• Armed Forces/Pu re liases, maintenance and repair of re¬ 
frigerators, JD 20,20/3/1990. P 

• Civil Consumer Corp., 32/90, Halva 17/3/1990 17 /fln 

90 bahv l wIf»?^ 1M990i 38 £?S baby povvrier ‘ 26/3/1990} 39/ 
7 H/i/io?n fen 8 creani ’ 27/3/1990; 40/90, baby carriages 

43/90 ' vaVi —“'' ?s 

l T\ hOU ^ l,0ld a PP' ian <*s. JD 3, 
1990- F l/qn usctJ . photocopier supplies, JD 3, 20/3/ 

unn pj/fin°* oco P ier a " d P rmter spare parts, JD 2, 
^5/3/1990, b 4/90, sporls goods, JD 3, 25/3/1990. 

Jordan Cement Factories Co., steel balls, 6/90, JD 80 41 

W™ I w. c,oris C °" 7F/90> Rubbcr Conve ^ 

• Irbid District Electricity CoJFB No. 3/89, computer sys- 

Tvnderf. U ' S dw,lars 75 » 9/4/1990, (International 

• Ministry of Water and Irrigation, L 4/90, diving water 
cS: JD -^oj^/.v 1990. ° PCralir,B bOI,rdS> JD 25 ‘ L ^ 

S^JU tfw$&£‘ a,orUy ' imo • blilck - 

•J"*?* A r . n, * ,J Wmtrlal wools and wool 

26/V1990 ’ li,,lor,n B supplies and ribbons, JD 15 each, 

• Jordan Industrial Investment Corp., 722949, sale of in¬ 
dustrial waste, 31/3/1990. 

ra/l990 r,,OSPhUte Mi,,CS Co " 8F/90 » * uarr y bnse, Jl) 25. 

?n Z . Cr<,a / i . 0Ve , rn ^ r ^ A/Z/5/90, Construction of air de- 
unte road, tanks bridge, JD 10, 18/3/1990. 

P T h ~ S ~ V ™ r lJ,7s “r^r 

ptiase teiir-nlT this hnx (do not photocopy) uml send with tendi-r 
P“WI' 8«™ S e »lc. r i.k, ole . dc!„l s : K 
iny On-Line, Thn Sn.r, I'.O. H„, i„ 3 , A mn .„ 


Industrial Estates 


Vocational Training Centre 

IN CO-OPERATION with the Vocational Training Corp. a branch for 
the corporation was established at Amman Industrial Estate in the be¬ 
ginning of the school year 84/85. The branch is supplied with all the 
necessary equipment and staff. ' m 

T ra to in g Centre was built on an area of 6000 sq. 
metres accommodating annually about 400 students. 4 

At the end of the two years, students graduate as a high level work¬ 
ers in one or the following areas: Soidenng, blacks mi Lh business, me¬ 
chanic and mainienarice, carpentry and decoration, general electricity 
central heating and air-conditioning. ' y ' 

Anz Brothers Co. 

Location : Amman Industrial Estate/Sahab 

Invested Capital: JD 350,000 

Number of Workers : 12 

Starting production date: Last quarter of 1989 

Type of production: Car windshields. 

ISl U S W i? r «ft °. rdiCferent kinds S'“5 of car windshields reach- 
tioJL P 5,000 plCCeS 3 yEar Wllh E^opean standards and specifica- 

The factory's production covers the local market, but the company is 

for exp ? rt I " arlcet * w,lil more emphasis on the markets of the 
Arab Co-operation Council countries. The factory is also making ef¬ 
forts to export to European markets. 41 

Anz Brother Co. 

P.O* Box : 311 Amman 
Tel: 723200 / 741262 


THE INTERNATIONAL Trade Falra 1990* is a directory of 
2355 fairs m 77 couniriM during 1990. Available at tire Fafera- 
iion of Jordanian Chambers of Commerce's Library, i 

Taipei Cycle Show 

THE TAIPEI Intornatioqa! Cycle Show 'coincides • with the 
spMtiog goods Show at the Taipei World Trade Cert ter Exhibition 
hall bcLWceh 20 and 24 Apnl, 1990, The show, organised by (CB- 

booths ^ aCc0mnioda ^ 17i companies occupying^ to|aJ of 820 

t.:. . 

..... -L/..Twist/tR-9 ? 

























Baker's plan - a has been? 

AFTER THE belated political debacle in Israel this week and the confu¬ 
sion Inside its political establishment, the question to ask is what fate 
awaits the unfortunate Baker plan for peace in the Middle East. The 
Americans have kept relatively quiet over the collapse of Israel's national 
unity coalition, however, one cannot but wonder if Washington was ex¬ 
pecting such a development to occur, or whether it encouraged it to hap¬ 
pen at a time when it was obvious that the Israeli government under Mr 
Yitzhak Shamir was incapable of moving one inch In the direction of es¬ 
tablishing dialogue with the Palestinians as a prelude to negotiations over 
the future of the Arab occupied territories. 

At any rate, the Middle East conflict will have to be moved to the back- 
burner as those familiar with the mechanism of Israeli politics will un¬ 
doubtedly agree that it will take weeks, if not months, before the debris 
of the latest collapse settles and a new leadership emerges in the Zionist 
state. Meanwhile the root cause of Israel’s current loss of direction will 
have to continue, namely the Palestinian Intifada, while the region's in¬ 
stability will continue to be threatened through the unchecked pour of 
Jewish immigrants to Israel and the occupied territories. 

Those who bet on lire Labour Party may be seeking ways to hedge their 
wagers as both major Israeli parties will now seek to accommodate the 
demands of lesser parties especially religious ones before either of them 
succeeds in forming a narrow-majority government with a limited man¬ 
date. In our view, Israel's political quagmire will remain a landmark of 
Israeli party politics for the coming months. 

It would take sometime before the main characters on Israel's political 
stage decide to take the issue to the voters. If the results of previous gen¬ 
eral elections arc an indicator, then one has to come to the conclusion 
that Israel remains a divided country unable to stand up to realities. Still, 
with the recent inflows of immigrants into Israel, the persistence of Pal¬ 
estinians in the occupied territories to rid themselves of occupation, in¬ 
ternational pressure and increasing isolation, the Israeli society must 
have gone through tremendous demographic, socio-political and psycho¬ 
logical changes, which may tip the balance at the polling station in fa¬ 
vour of either trend within the Hebrew state. 

The fact of the matter, for the Arabs, is this: Neither of the two major 
political parties in Israel can deliver peace in the area for the simple fact 
that neither party is willing to lake the risk of negotiating the fate of fu¬ 
ture Israel. The coalition government had served as a good scapegoat to 
deflect peace overtures, serious proposals for negotiations and all sorts of 
external and internal political pressures. 

A general election, which ncitiicr party is fully prepared for, may lead 
back to a static coalition between Likud and Labour, thus eroding both 
parties' credibility with their respective voters, or it may unexpectedly 
bring to power new players, just as Mr Mencahcm Begin rose to power 
in the 1977 elections ousting Labour after three decades of monopoly of 
Israeli politics, such as a splinter of the Likud representing Sharon, Mod- 
si' and Levy. 

The political stalemate inside Israel is unlikely to end during the com¬ 
ing few weeks. But the simple bare fact is that Baker's proposals will 
have to be shelved collecting dust just as numerous previous schemes. 

Is this good for the Arabs? Well, for one, while some Arabs are ready 
to make peace with Israel, the latter is not, regardless of the framework. 
Also with all Arab political pressure tools failing to get us anywhere, the 
Intifada remains as the most effective alternative. !t has to cease being an 
auxiliary and solitary form of resistance to injustice. It must become a 
pan-Arab priority, not only in words, but also in deeds. Israel's dilemma 
is a direct product of Palestinian challenge to subjugation. This is a fact 
which all Israelis have learned to accept. Let’s keep reminding them, and 
the world, of this fact. 
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Private sector, Public interest 


I read the local press and listen to television and radio stations, but still I am not in¬ 
formed as a erttten of the future of this country’s economic situation. When is the oress 
going to start dealing with these issues seriously and call the spade a spade? H 

Marlnm Abu Rfeh, 
Amman. 


THE NEWLY-established tourism con¬ 
sortium is definitely good news to those 
who for long have been calling for the 
proper activation of this very important 
industry as part of the Jordanian econo¬ 
my. We have invested enormous amounts 
of capital into die building of hotels, reno¬ 
vation of historical sites, marketing the 
country in far-away countries, and in 
training and employing a good number of 
Jordanians currently involved in this in¬ 
dustry. 

The most encouraging news about the 
consortium is the fact that the private sec¬ 
tor has been given a prominent role in 
running its affairs. Pooling private and 
public sector efforts in this particular in¬ 
dustry should yield positive results. Offi¬ 
cials and members of the private sector 
should watch this experiment with interest 
because, I believe, it is a step in the right 
direction and should in the coming years 
become the norm. Inviting the private sec¬ 
tor to take a leading role in Jordan's eco¬ 
nomic restructuring is probably the most 
essential ingredient for economic recov¬ 
ery. But I leave this point to specialists 
and experts to debate. 

What concerns me is the fact that tour¬ 
ism in Jordan can at last be taken serious¬ 
ly as a source of foreign currency income 
and as an industry capable of employing 
hundreds if not thousands of Jordanians. I 
have listened to a number of professionals 
involved in the tourism industry and they 
put a convincing case. With the location, 
potential, history and wealth in natural 
and archaeological sites, Jordan can offer 
itself as an important station for millions 
of tourists, who do not hesitate to visit 
neighbouring countries such as Egypt, 
Syria, the Holy Land and the Greek Isles. 

We cannot afford to bury our heads in 
the sand and pretend that we can do with¬ 
out such an industry. In these hard eco¬ 
nomic times, tourism, despite meagre re¬ 
sources, is doing more than its best to 
bring badly-needed foreign money into 
the country. Why not exploit this industry 
to the full? 

But while tourism should be given pri¬ 
ority support, one must also address im¬ 


portant issues such as preserving ofhisfrj 
ical sties, protecting natural sites of aura;-j 
lion from being over exploited and da- • 
aged and incorporating infrastructure 
expansion into comprehensive nation! 
planning. The Star’s cover for this vtt I 
dealt with the Petra issue, which is & f 
rentiy being debated by a group of ftm 
lovers, the Petra Trust Fund, and the Min¬ 
istry of Tourism which would like to i- 
low the private sector to build new hold 
close to the ancient city to accommolu 
thousands of tourists who come to Jonfc 
specifically to visit it. Such debate i> 
healthy since the Fund has no legal juris¬ 
diction over Petra. The efforts of the Min- 
istry to mediate a solution between ft 
business side which wants to expand id 
bring more people to visit Petra and Jor¬ 
dan's Greens, if one could call them, » 
bearing fruit it seems. 

This sector of Jordan's economy ishdL 
ing itself with minimum bureaucrat^ 
meddling. One wishes that a similar co-. 
operation could take place in other swim. 
of the Jordanian economy, like industo 
and trade. But this is not the case accord ; 
ing to those involved in both secioft-- 
While there is on increasing awareness; 
the importance of exports of J^JJ 
made goods and the role Jordanian M* 
nessmen could play in reviving 
Jordanian industries, many problem* 0 ^ 
tinue to hinder real progress on issues . 
relations between the private and[Pjj 
sectors, regulations and laws and row - 
all public perception. a\ 

The private sector is still perceivco* 
sometimes unjustly portrayed by row 
as self-centred, and suspicious, 
newspapers go even further to poOT 
tain segments of the private secitf 
lie enemies working to deny the wonro 
class and their loaf of bread or 
wages. Such an unjustified perwPr 

must change if the private sector is 

its leading role in this country s ec<w 
Again I will join many others 
ing the results of the tourism 


experiment. I know it makes go^, . 
and I hope it will be repeated in oinw 


as as well. 
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■, vents in the Soviet Union before Mikhail Gorbachev 
j seemed to drone on like a dirge, Five Year Plan 
;'! after Five Year Plan, enlivened only by a grain crisis, 

.,: J missile crisis or state funeral. But in the last five 
i tumultuous years, Soviet policy and politics have 
,been truly explosive. 

Gorbachev and his cadre of clever young reform¬ 
ers hit the ground running in March 1985 and have attempt¬ 
ed, with a combination of style, courage and deft tactics both 
at home and abroad, to change the world. In just five years, 
the effects have been felt on all five continents. 

But problems loom on every front. Gorbachev ^strug¬ 
gling to consolidate power in the presidency and to beat .. > 
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Sakharov and Gorbachev: 
philosopher and king 

Uneasy allies eventually marched in step 


By Alexander Pumpyansky 

in Moscow, USSR 


A STOOP-SHOULDERED, elderly 
gentleman stands in line. This is nothing 


pie across the country who were watch¬ 
ing the spectacle on television. 

Having just presided over the first 
true democratic forum in over 70 years 
of Soviet history, this should have been 


absolutely free; neither exile or prison 
can bar him from thinking and speaking. 
The ruler is entangled by a thousand 
ropes. How will society react to his rule? 
Especially one that—like Soviet society 
—is deeply confused by ideological 
dogmas, is accustomed to the party ap¬ 
paratus' omnipotent rule, lacks demo¬ 
cratic traditions and is still afraid of true 
freedom of expression? Not only is the 
ruler’s goal vitally important but, in this 
case, the method and the means of 
achieving it. 

Under Gorbachev, the world and his 
country have greatly changed. The Gor¬ 
bachev era has dealt a deadly blow to the 


Gorbachev’s crowning glory, a triumph totalitarian system in most all the coun- 


amazing in a society often called ‘ ‘line- and a liigh point in his five-year career, tries of Eastern Europe. 

i_1 m .L- _«• .. ^ , 


land." But in this particu¬ 
lar line, he is not queueing for 
beef or soap. He is waiting to 
get a chance to speak out. He 

is Andrei Dmitrievich Sakharov. ili 

At the First Soviet People’s , W JA yfavJ *' 

Deputies Congress late last year, 03 

academician Sakharov de- 

manded to speak, following at the .fls “““ 

rear of the line of deputies rush- SiSSsSSjlSS! 

in#T 4-l.n _ *T , L _ -I • 


Gor&ocfl 


ing to the podium. The chair 2 
person repeatedly did his best not 2 
to let this persistent fellow have the 2 

microphone. But Sakharov con- £ 
tinned to approach the podium. The • 
chairperson at last reluctantly al- ■ J 
lowed him to speak, thinking he ■' 
could do no harm as the deputies 
fried out of the hall. 

But the chairperson—Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev—was wrong. The academi¬ 
cian’s message was a strong one. The 
Congress had not, he said, fulfilled its 
main task. It had not seized power. It 
was a democratic forum, yes, but it had 
not established democratic rule. 

Sakharov proposed that the Congress 
adopt a Decree on Power, which would 
eliminate Article 6 of the Soviet Constitu¬ 
tion declaring the Communist Party as 
the ruling party, and transfer all plenary 
powers to the Congress. He also propos¬ 
ed a new system of equal rights, in which 
all people are given equal status under 
the law. And he proposed to reduce the 
army and put the KGB under strict 
control. 


mmrnm 


ear 



. 1 • • Did Gorbachev know 

at the outset of peres- 
> v'l troika that the forthcom- 

ing developments would 
become this dramatic, 
this radical? One doesn't 
• have to be a clair- 
;■ voyant to understand 
■ that, from the very 
very beginning, these 

-'“T -: ' :' 


j? FIVE YEARS AGO when Mikhail 

is Gorbachev was announced as 

£ general secretary of the Com- 

k munist Party, it was a surprise to 

■; many people around the world. 

£ Pis impact, boldness and charistna 

also came as a surprise in the 
£ months and years that followed. 

3 Neither his name nor his style 
would have been news to the close 
reader o/The WorldPaper, 
however. Three weeks before Gor¬ 
bachev ms anointed and an¬ 
nounced, we published a story 
entitled ' 'Charisma in the Kremlin’ 
The writer, British parliamen¬ 
tarian John Browne, now a 

It turned out to be his worst moment. 

Still, Gorbachev will be seen by 
history as the man who gave Sakharov 
the chance to speak out. 

Leonid Brezhnev regarded Sakharov 
as a dangerous dissident and exiled him 


member of our International Board, 
had hosted Gorbachev during a 
state visit to London and ms suf¬ 
ficiently impressed to write about 
him. His article included some 
remarkably prescient observations: 

“Both Mr. and Mrs. Gorbachev 
are highly intelligent, alert and 
well educated. He is a lawyer 
with an architectural degree and 
she has a PhD. His ambition, 
ability and dedication to com¬ 
munism have earned him rapid • 
promotion. He is a thoroughly 
professional politician and an ex¬ 
cellent speaker. In combination 
with a shrewd and chic Mrs. Gor- 


to the ‘ ‘old guard.’' Now he is trying to 

create a strong -presidency in order to • 

weaken the Party control. ; 

His passion for tactics doesn't just ‘ 

bring him applause, however. His ! 
speeches at times contradict each I 
other. These contradictions, though • 

reflect the development of his thoughts 1 f 

in very quickly changing times. Not I 
everybody understands that in reality ’ 
he is often addressing his potential I 
enemies more than his allies. It is m ■ * j 
perative that he quiet the former, luD ' 
them into relaxing their vigilance and ; 
hypnotize them into believing that the • 
changes are not so radical, that he thinks i 
as they do and speaks their language. Tb j» 
prevent them from hindering his I 
reforms, he raises the salaries for the -! 
Party and state apparatus, for army and ■ 
KGB officers. 

But the observer notices his adroit i 
method; raising their salaries while he 
reduces their numbers—pacifying them ■ 
so that he may usurp their power. 

Though Gorbachev has made tremen- j 
dous accomplishments over the past five ; 
years, he is far from finished. He will at- i' 


bachev, they have the ability if— 
and it is a big if—he is allowed to 
exercise his charisma, to develop 
into the Russian equivalent of 
President John and Mrs. Jac¬ 
queline Kennedy. 

... From the personal contact I 
had with Gorbachev, there is little 
doubt in my mind that he shines 
as one of the very few men with 
the intellect, ability and potential 
charisma not only to grasp the 
fundamental problems besetting 
the Soviet economy but also to 
enact measures that will ensure 
its survival as the basis for a 
modem superpower.” 


-- The WbHdPdpet v 
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‘Om’ in the Kremlin 

BY TARZIE VIttachi 

IN MOSCOW, USSR 

A through Moscow Aii^rt: the dloropros^cUftf ^ ut ® Ioan -P^ ableil 'brave and humane 
people of every political per- dividual ownership ofland^dallm^ recaUable when the job is 

suasion. There were spir- means of production ° ^ ‘ done or when » used to amass power 

itual leaders and practi- Face to face with him one '? ovm sake ' Certainl 5' that » the 

b°ners, ranging from Indian clear impression that MikM ^ : ® ms to *° abo “t bis business, 

swamis to American Indian is atnieWT“ZSr ° n * night of the conference, 
chiefs, Catholic archbishops, Protestant mans sav notin a martin ***$ ^ ? er " there we were —1.000 of us—in the 
bishops and deans and Buddhist monks; spirituJsense. He h^ttat £S Bt ha f. of the Kremlin where Lenin 

economists social activists, and jour- definable quality called charisS™n the establishment of tlie 

nabsts; and observers, all coming to with charisma isone whoTe ™^^ Bolshev* state of Soviet Russia. On the 
discuss the issue of global survival. art™, minri^. He savs whatTl d ? P podlu u m was President Gorbachev, 
Neither the bitter January cold, which andhe Event ^"8“ foreign minister, Edouard 

had stuped Napoleon and Hitler's ar- critics acknowledge that^The man^ Shevardnadze; Metropolitan Archbishop 
rates, nor the gloomy reports of the ready to walk awav from Moscow: ^ Rev - James 

media keep them away. They had been holds the mom^h^feete ft^l h* ^ sM °f toa . d ™ °r the Cathedral of 
promised a meeting with Mikhail Gor- compromised hv rnnm.fiV 7^ b w J ° h ! 1 ™ e Divine m New York: Sen - 

bachev. His appearance was to be the y cess,ons to one Manuel UUola of Peru; and Akio Mat- 

star turn of the conference organized by t? r . sumura, organizer of the conference, 

the Global Forum of spiritual leaders and to lace With him, one Below, on the speaker's dais, was a 

parliamentarians. gets the clear impression ^ffron-robed I . ndiajl swami with a red 

Harder had we landed, however, when that Mikhail Gorbachev is a 0n ^ a J’ flecked forehead - 

the bad news hit us. Gorbachev had fniP man * u ^ ^P® ceed “W 8 ' ^ ™r 

canceled his date with his 700 foreign e a rea ^ men SCh as ed his right hand and asked us all to 

visitors. Our Soviet hosts-the Su- tne ^ erma ns Say, not in a f ° Uow h,s P^r. “Om,’' he said, and 
preme Soviet, the Soviet Academy of macho sense but in a pl reat c f am ,^ r ran 8 with the sound 

Sciences, the International Foundation Spiritual sense Gorbachev was saying 

_ . . I ** * Uni. Shevai'dnadzp darhrmn 
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Hardly had we landed, however, when 
the bad news hit us. Gorbachev had 
I canceled his date with his 700 foreign 
! visitors. Our Soviet hosts-the Su¬ 
preme Soviet, the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences, the International Foundation 
for Environment and Development and 
the Russian Orthodox Church—were 


— -w. iuiw inat 

sumura, organizer of the conference. 

Below, on the speaker’s dais, was a 
saffron-robed Indian swami with a red 
tilak mark on his ash-flecked forehead. 
To start the proceedings, the swaini rais¬ 
ed his right hand and asked us all to 
follow his prayer. “Om,*' he said, and 
the great chamber rang with the sound 
of "Ooooohm." Gorbachev was saying 
“Om.” Shevardnadze, darting a quick 
look at his boss, was saying ‘ 'Om.' ’ The 
Metropolitan Bishop of Moscow, behind 






o «i , 1(n , , . ; —- ~ tuiu cajjc( j min 

Sakharov warned: Powerful, danger- t0 Gorky. Gorbachev brought Sakharov 
ous developments are taking place in back to Moscow—and to the world. He 
this country in the conditions of forth- might have thought he was gaining a loyal 
comuig economic catastrophe and a afiy. Gorbachev did get an ally, but hardly 
tiagic shite of affairs mmter-ethmcrela- an obedient one. Sakharov was a critic 
lions. One of these developments is a He became more and more fierce in ' 
universal ens.s of confidence, a credi- demanding radical change, criticizing developments 

"™t^uVo U ree£ f S the 

SS SSS; 

consequences.’' K “ e Centtal Committee meeting his pohtical moves is unexpected, foil of 

By now the chairperson had grown ™** 3 *! e P romoted Eduard Shevard- 

nervmis. He warned Sakharov thatfos W o lt ) s atX JVnnwIT S T tothe f post of mtaister for foreign 
time was up. Sakharov ignored the Consress less than ( afialIS ’ 311 unforeseen step. The decision 

warning and continued. Suddenly, the Sakharov’s ideas W ^ n °. u * to be a masterful one. It 

chairperson ordered the microphone mS^the leader ^ the of stagnant 

switched off Sakharov continued speak- Vfes &khamv ah«d nf foreign pokey under former Foreign 

iAlEApHterFumppm^r.j. Ja.^ managed to ^cure aU'at nnce.the 

associate editor for Ihe Soviet Union. «dUfSn b T&™fw''- ^bo" 8 ^ M0. of the forty's Central 

nons are different. The philosopher is Committee members who belonged 






territory without the former = 
visible for the future. GorbacbeVj 
believe, will preserve his leadewW^j 

^Gorbachev is in the midst of cond^' 
ing a most radical social revomb^f-l 
with all the bitter historical 
of this great country, torp uy sp^. 
problems, he would prefer lo W^ 
revolution in the mostpeaefii 

ist and concffiatdry way Mf. 

oil explain;- sofne of the:' 


PS: 

I'c-c-iEw-K... r.'srEsars 

'latewm^M ntlng ' J?® fer ? erS ’ aUowed t0 the transformation of the and China were saying ‘'Om” The 

needed ThS T f d Unk,n thrDU ,? h *° its next or Graad Mufti of Syrians sajdng '■ ■ Om/' 

promptly bJLu? Ti ^ orbachev whether events mil conspire to get m the The only ones who seemed to be "ab- 

l | SrMMv t^hf I8n H- P ' w f,f' db ™g th ?P ro “ sa ,°f'change to staining” were the three American 
with Neil Ki ™ u g ,l. h n !'( s , meetm 2 a halt ' resulting m inevitable anarchy, senators present-Al Gore, Claiborne 
! toty leade^ard t? 6 ^ bour WMe “ Moscow, I talked to several Bell and Timothy Wirth-who were bow- 
conference ’ ^ C, oba Forum senior deputies in the parliament. The ing with a sort of respect but being savvy 
Ourhn*fotn** M , , • i parliamentary center, they said, is Gor- enough not to be caught by a camera 

.... . . interceded with Gorbachev bachev and the 1.4flfl denudes whn whose eviHenoo mmhf u* _:_* 


on our behalf j T ua ^ llcv uctulICV ^ LI1C aepuues wno wnose eviaence mignt be held against 
midst of Hiff • 1 u days ^ m the stand soIidly behind ^ Tte Wt is men & em tteir fundamentalist constituents 
Lithuania hp? ^Hotiations on like Boris Yeltsin, 400 of them, who back home. That, I suppose, is the dif- 
rfi lnstated Hi' Cftan ? ed Ws mind and want to go the same way as Gorbachev, fenence between a politician and a Daniel 

■ Global Forum iu PP ?S tn ? ent ^ th the ordy festen ( There » a stol Y hi Moscow come to Judgment, like Gorbachev, 

that if he r; j bkely *?e reasoned that Eltsin actually filched Gorbachev’s Does that mean that Gorbachev has 

would be once > his autonomy speech to the first meeting of the got religion? I think not. He was, I rather 

! Ce^ fo? n ? anent * y hostage to the Supreme Soviet and delivered it as his think, always religious, but with a small 
P 'HiatconfiS™ 66, own, so that Gorbachev had to ad lib his ''r,!’a humanist atheist who thought that 

• tfrH* Sense role as own *) The right, ironically, is the bloc of when Marx said that religion was the 
1 ^ who muu ratber as a P°®*" Communist Party deputies who. opiate of the masses he meant that it 

Pfa istfr i h ° Id 0n to power at mV have a vested interest in the gray was the only, solace to which the poor 
\ b^v» s 7 d H e . t P understanding Gor- bureaucracy of the Brezhnev era. .' could turn in need. Will he lead the 
t ting out °f Udmi ’^ (e adr °itne8s in get- This simple analysis-made sense to Soviets into a multiparty system? Almost 

■ ^tions-/ s Jf emin ^Y impossible me as I observed preparations being- certainly. His very character is pluralistic 


Seneralshari* ““sc aumc luc iiiccuug fn^u iu nw iw>iwot,uw ;uc uny auci 

on » such'as sen- prognostjeatibhs of the media, whpse memorable evening at the Kre 
liolejSfi 1 ® 0 to quell the ethnic! Moscow correspomlenis were wjdently we heard, about.the horrors going 
idn na 7? e he had recently lickfog thefr chops at the prbspect.ofthe, the South. But we wished Mikhail 
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Old game, new approach 

Amid Soviet reforms, lobbying gets redefined 


By Leonid L. Florentiev 

in Moscow, USSR 

Last month, a series of articles appeared 
i in The WarldPaper on lobbying as it is 
■ practiced in such ivorldpower centers as 
I Washington, Brussels and Tokyo. This 
month,, as a further example of Gor¬ 
bachev 's impact on his nation, m offer a 
somewhat lighter piece on “lobbying" in 
the Soviet Union—the form it has taken 
in the past, and how it is evolving as a 
new and somewhat suspect art form in 
the era of glasnost. 

HOW DOES official political thought in 
the Soviet Union define lobbying? I 
I reach for the Soviet Encyclopaedic Dic- 
i tionary (our version of Webster's) and, 

I on page 729, it reads: “a system of of- 
. fices and agents of monopolies attached 
! ll - the US legislative bodies, putting 
pifEsure upon legislators and civil 
' .wants.” 

I am sympathize with besieged US 
i - gjslatore, but does that definition mean 
tliat lobbying is an exclusively American 
; phenomenon? 

I take another dictionary issued in 
1988 and there I find a somewhat more 
extensive definition of it, including such 
1 details as the adjective "huge" used to 
’ describe monopolies and an elucidation 
! of what “pressure* * might mean ("up to 
bribery**). This dictionary also insists 
| that the scene of such unbecoming 

Leonid Florentiev is the international editor for 
Krokodil, a Moscow-based satire magazine. 


behavior is the United States. 

It’s all very illuminating, but what 
about the Soviet Union? Shall we draw 
the conclusion that lobbying is absolute¬ 
ly alien to our political system? 

The influence of our Party apparatus 
can also be considered as a specific form 
of lobbying. Before our delegation 
leaves for Moscow to participate in the 
Congress, they normally invite us to the 
regional Party Committee, or to the ex¬ 
ecutive committee of the regional 
Soviet, saying, * 'Let's work out a com¬ 
mon position on different items.” It 
prevents a deputy from being an 
autonomous lawmaker depending only 
on the will of his electors. 

There are 11 people's deputies from 
the Omsk region, and only three of 
them, including myself, are convinced 
supporters of democracy... So much for 
the "common position." If we sit at a 
table and start discussing political prob¬ 
lems, I don't think we will find a single 
trait in common. 

People’s Deputy Alexei Kamnnak 
Omsk, Siberia 

T would rather call a spade a spade: 
Lobbying certainly is not alien to the 
Soviet system; what is more, it never 
has been. 

True Soviet parliamentarianism is 
very young (I do not mean the rubber- 
stamp parliament designed to unani¬ 
mously adopt the decisions prepared by 
the party apparatchiks and the minis¬ 
tries) ; it is actually just coming into be- 
ing now that the Supre me Soviet has 
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become a permanently operating body 
and the Congress of People’s Deputies 
has added 2,250 additional targets for 
lobbyists. But even in the past, Soviet 
lobbying was a reality, although it dif¬ 
fered greatly from what one might call 
“classical* * lobbying. It operated not in 
lawmaking organs, but in the Commu¬ 
nist Party and government bodies—that 
is, in the corridors of real power. 

Ministries and state committees 
proved themselves quite adroit at get¬ 
ting money for their costly and often un¬ 
worthy projects from the State Budget. 
Worth mentioning are the Ministry of 
Land Improvement and ttfcter Conser¬ 
vation, the Ministry of Mineral Fer¬ 
tilizers, the State Agro-industrial Com¬ 
mittee and, last but not least, the 
Ministry of Defense. 

They accomplished this by pulling hid¬ 
den levers in the Gosplan (the State 
Planning Committee), in the Ministry of 
Finance and in the Council of Ministers. 
Operating covertly, they made use of 
personal connections at the highest level 
of Soviet and Party bureaucracy— 
among them Politburo members and 
Central Committee secretaries—to en¬ 
sure their programs were included in the 
Five Year Plan. The rest was as simple 
as boiling an egg: the old pre-perestroika 
Supreme Soviet would rather be damn¬ 
ed than doubt the expediency of the 
outlays. 

With omnipotent ministries playing 
the part of “monopolies” and putting 
pressure (sound familiar?) on decision¬ 
makers to secure their interests, the 
situation corresponds to even the most 
orthodox, ideologically rigid definitions 
of lobbying. 

Now, under the new conditions of 
pluralism (or 1 'glasnost,'' if you prefer), 
some Soviet political analysts seem to be 
mastering new approaches to the old 
phenomenon. They have started to in¬ 


still into the public some basic. *jJ 
postulates: Cl) Lobbying exists ; 
there is a parliament. (2) LobbyJS 
necessarily a tad thing. 
not fear lobbying in this countrTk: 

stead we must think about raakbli 

bymg legal (i.e., formalizing fa 

“ ;; 

1 i!L ere S a n typicaI example of Sovid ■ 
lobbying: Representatives of various ■ 
social groups get in touch with the ■ 
lawmakers trying to suggest some 
ideas. I remember the represents 
of the Social Ecological Union (and) 
other ‘green movement” organizations - 
calling me up when we discussed a drf 
law on ecology. They insisted on our 
meeting, and when we met they hand- . 
ed over to me their ideas about the S> 
draft. I studied their ideas carefbflyand f ! 
some of them were later adopted fay our t 
parliament. [; 

Lobbying is vicious when it is done h f 
mercenary motives, when it involves 
bribes or some hidden forms of subor¬ 
nation, or when it is deliberately 
destructive to public welfare. For in¬ 
stance when a deputy opens thewayto 
a joint venture which is doomed to be i 
inefficient or may be ecologically ham- ! 
fill, and he knows that but actstosii 
his own ends. ! 

People's Deputy Sergei Stanktuift 
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According to Eduard Ivanyan of the h 1 
stitute of the USA and Canada at fc 
USSR Academy of Sciences, "Legalfcb 
bying will help keep an eye on the cor¬ 
ruption which has become so wide¬ 
spread” in the Soviet Union. 

Ivanyan also thinks that lobbyings 
simply a fact of life in the new Soria j 
parliament. Ministers cannot be people'!; 
deputies, but nothing can prevent ant j 
ister from asking a deputy who beta® j 
to his ministry to lobby for this i- 
On the other hand, any Party secretary j 
of the regional, city or district commit- r 
tee is a potential Party lobbyist, j 
The only possible way to makebK 
bying socially useful, instead ofsoriaDJ 
harmful, says Ivanyan, is to leiF 
it. And that would certainly w. . 
official registration of lobbying ^ \ 
in tlie Supreme Soviet. He favors Iff 
idea of ecological and consumer w 
bies in the Soviet parliament, but# 
that any lobby must be permitted, 
long as it is in the interests of W 
public groups” and not done fofj* 

narrowly departmental interest® 

ministry, a state committee, an e®* 
prise or a city.” 1 .. ,.«• 
Making lobbying a legal a^W 
prove to be a difficult task, hpwevet ; 
a country where mapy yoters ^eig’; 
ing to openly recognize even 
here of the USSR Supreme S^i 
professional lawmakers; ''SjWfjJE 
that in the new Soviet pafhapePL, 
are too many lawyer* ^ 
the; expense of fbe, 
wonder why MPg ^hould w '■$?§© 
•‘GiventhatView, /itis 
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Late start 
but a fine 
finish 

E. Germany catches up 

By Ludwig Mehlhorn 

in Berlin, East Germany 


: THE TRANSFORMATIONS in the 
; German Democratic Republic are an in- 

j tegral part of the change in Eastern 
i Europe. But, when, many years ago, the 
[ other nations in the region started their 
tow-key organized resistance against 
communist despotism and further 
Sovietization of their cultures, the GDR 
remained tranquil. 

| Neither Czechoslovakia’s Charter 77 , 
Poland s Solidarity, nor Hungary's 
j liberalization caused any ripples in the 
! GDR. It was too much a model pupil of 
i Moscow, too strongly welded to the iron 
discipline of the bloc. It was only after 
1980. as Gorbachev’s glasnost and per- 
estroika began a new orientation, that 
most people here started looking for¬ 
ward to reforms from above, like those 
! n the Soviet Union. 

■ Gorbachev became the embodiment 
; ol nope. But all attempts at organizing an 
i op P° sll, on were thwarted by the Stasi, 

; I °[ “net police. Lacking an individual 
I m the personal magnetism of the new 
i | fn® the Kremlin, the party closed 
| j Wto all democratization. 

|. i lhe sl0 ^ ' 'To learn from 

, me USSR is to learn how to win”— 
Popular in the Brezhnev era-now 

: 2^525 frstale slogan - In the au " 

■ ^o fl 988. even certain Soviet pe- 

■ COMrv T t ^ banfled in ihe 

'• island^ W 6 J GDR thus became an 

I butin fi? te L d not onIy tom the West 
^ r d0Sest ^ was only 

fj u t L 0 131716 before blind conceit 
f; T-f e country down a blind alley. 

i: i C T the fatefljI words, “He 
I spoken ^f’ ate .^ be Punished by life,” 

Gorbachev in Beriin on Oc- 

[ ktheiSf’ dl ? nng cele brations mark- 

C£u awarnin810 East 

^ W passed on East Ger - 

7theSr USp0licies ' - 

iosiim German authorities began 
Gorfaachpu P ° Wer at ^ rea kneck speed, 

^£s edto . be arefe « nce ■■ 

heff?lt ss > ltlsackn °wle d ged : 
^ be S ^ cou ? tr y’ s Problems 
Jtiice of thp o d °^ y wit *> the concur- . ! 

l SowetUnion - 

“Sen, mii!? U H c ! n tD -^ rounification \ 

“ccuritv ii Id 'Wi eo P ar dize European: i‘. 

^hevTeforms pucceed,;^' i 

^ ;• ij 
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Reform talk... 

goo S De ?, pite con ventional wisdom, glasnost. 
m6an e,th6r ?penness, candor or self-criticism.' ’ 
Thp hfl g D° ni - 0St Ru3s , iai ? dictonaries, it means “publicity." 

JrifiH 5 m'' RUSSian J railS atIOns of ‘ ^P^ess, candor or self- 
cnUcism are otkrmwnost, iskrennost and samokritika. 

fi0 ° d reaS ° nS Wly ^ asnost 1138 ent ered our 

• Good English jftrestroika and glasnost appeared for the 
firat hme m the Oxford English Dictionary March 30,1989. 
officially muscling into the English language. 

£ erk *j Complimentary flights to Kiev and 
^ to hote| s »r fee Mont Blanc pens 

rf„ US ” eSS d f^ 3 °® ered bY Aeroflot for their busineas- 
class passengers from New York to Moscow. 

• Glasnost man: A Russian, usually a journalist, who orac- 
ticed glasnost before it became fashionable. 

rftS ft8n08 r\k“ m * : A 8ame °f Soviet-American peace and 
diplomacy. Object is to work towards peace and plwere score 
by obtaining Peace Chips for their countries. 

™iw n08t Csi£: A ,R? pular ^ in New York featuring a 
probable oxymoron. Russian fast food.'' 

• Greenhouse glasnost: Environmental awareness. 
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TISHKOV is no fitrangcr 1 " '%. 
to tlie rodders of Ytm | ; 
WorldPaitsr or of Mm \**%w 

Times f The World - *M0 4 
Paper's host publics- •.. w ” 
iion in tii© USSR. One of his cartoons 
was used for the cover of the Janiroi'y 
issue, and his work has appeared 
regularly in $gw Times. An accom¬ 
plished fine artist, illustrator and car¬ 
toonist, he has won numerous awards 
in international cartoon contests. 

The following cartoons, selected 
from a 25-imago fable about a man 
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hist rate some of the hwe4iaito feelings 
many Soviets have had toward the 
Communist Vferfy and how these feel- 


in the Gorbachev years.* 


M nuttier how ridiculous it looks, those utho itii. in ttft .trynk mifst f 
mnd W» this for the rest of their-lives J. r >• 1. : ?.? 
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Along the road to reform 

Former prime minister remembers earlier struggles 


By Oldrzich Czernik 

in Prague, Czechoslovakia 

THE REFORMED socialism of Mikhail 
Gorbachev is correctly gauged by judg¬ 
ing its repair of the damage done by 
Stalin to Central and Eastern Europe. 

But Stalinism affected each country 
differently. Before the Second Wbrld 
War, Czechoslovakia ranked among the i 


top 10 industrialized countries in the 
world, boasting deep-rooted democratic 
traditions. Its development was linked 
most closely with European civilization. 

Tb understand the present changes in 
Czechoslovakia it is necessary to look 
back to the late 1950s and early '60s, 
when a communist-imposed economic 
system was beginning to erode a once- 
strong Czechoslovakian economy. Pro¬ 


ductive potential was meeting with bar¬ 
riers. Production efficiency from raw 
material to finished product, once the 
mainstay of the Czechoslovakian 
economy, was beginning to decline. 

Though reform-minded economists 
ran right into the dogmas of socialist 
society development upheld by the 
Communist Party leadership, they 
prevailed for a time over the political 
resistance. As early as 1956, it was 
possible to advocate a switch from the 
inefficient “extensive" economy, with 
its emphasis on simply building more 
factories or hiring more workers to solve 
problems, to a more-efficient “inten¬ 
sive" economy, in which one endeavors 
to improve and get more out of already- 
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r- existing structures or methods of oners, 
w tion. Market forces were recognized! 
le leading to economic development 
n A plan for transforming the economyL 
new management and fiscal teehnin L 
ts was ready by the beginning of 1965 
it However, it was at this point that a 

e conflict between dogmatic party mem- 
y nets— who were becoming aware of the 

d social and political consequences of 
s reform—and progressive members of 
e the party leadership arose. It came 
h to a head in January 1968. The progres- 
e sive political leadership, in the face of 
e growing political pressure went full 
i- bore towards implementing not just eco- 
s nomic reforms but social changes 
- as well. 

The reformers were still convinced 
that socialism could be reformed, pro¬ 
vided that fundamental alterations in the 
economy were accompanied by the 
humane ideals of the early Marxist 
theoreticians and of those who fought 
for greater social justice. They were not 
aware of the power of the political 
dogmatism that harbored primitive con¬ 
victions about the need to preserve- 
fay force if necessary—the great empire 
called “the socialist camp" led by a 
Soviet Union insisting on “limited 
sovereignty." This political dogmatism 
spread through a system of connected 
vessels, as it were, throughout the neigh¬ 
boring countries of Eastern Europe. | 
Thus, Czechoslovakia lost a golden op-1 
portunity for development. 

The 30 lost years of our history could 
be described as “Brezhnev and 
Czechoslovakia.” Gorbachev slashed 
through the Gordian knot with the single 
assertion that no one has a monopoly on 
truth. He made possible a freer and, 
hence, more rational interpretation of 
laws governing the world. He has clearly 
affirmed the right of each country to 
state sovereignty, the right to choose a 
social system without outside 
interference. 

Many analysts were amazed by the 
harmonious and profoundly humane 
manner in which Czechoslovakia shed 
the system of totalitarian oppression, by 
the speed and consistency of democ¬ 
ratization pervading all walks of social 
life. There was a consensus. The cur¬ 
rent developments are proof of a poten¬ 
tially explosive force remaining from the 
previous generation of reformists. 
Democracy and humanism are 
‘ 'genetically coded" in the two nations 
comprising Czechoslovakia and p!a>reda 
monumental role in the reforms. So 
clearly in evidence in the young# 
generation, students in particular 
democracy and humanism are traditions • 
that could not be eradicated M • 
totalitarian socialism. ' ^ , 

The policies Gorbachev WW&FJJJ £ 
helped awaken CzechoslovaksW-' 
what appeared to be politic^. 

• Perestroika and glasnost hfrve stimuM' •: 
nationalintellect, liberated nil : • 
.tial forces and put CzechoslowS 
ipositidhi-to pursue .the $ 
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Czechs begin New Year 
with new nationalism 

How Gorbachev lost credit for *velvet revolution 9 


By Brad Durham /S* 8 and slovaks the for reaches 

dY DRAD DURHAM of the country gathered to cast off, in 

m Prague, Czechoslovakia one glonous evening, over 40 years of 
WHEN SOVIET LEADER Mikhail Gor- 

tov mad^ much-avvaitedtap to the centuries of subjugation by the 
tetelovalna in 1987, a brash crowd Hapsburg Dynasty and sixyeare ofN^ 
chanted throughout a scowling Presi- terror. * 

dentGustavHusak’s speech, "We want Throngs of people snorted the 
Gorbachev! * want Gorbachev!" white XluilSh SS^tS 

Jfll r 6 , yea f? ate u r ’ after IapeIs ’ a banner un seen three years ago 
witnessing Czechoslovakia usher m a during my last visit, when it was reganl 

New Year, a New Decade and a New Na- ed as subversive. They chanted At zije 
talism in Prague s St. Wenceslaus Havel! (“Long live Havel!”) and sZ 
Square, I can attest that Czechoslovakia the Czech national anthem,' ‘Where is 

h,^lT,ni S nt G ° rbaCheV '"° r 3t Ie3St ** countr Y ? ” which has become more 
hisreform spirit. of a Bob Dylan-like protest song, accom- 

The New Year s celebration was the panied by an acoustic guitar, than a pom- 
culmmation of a dizzying month of pous national anthem. They wept openly 
^. op e P° wer » Czech-style, and even violently as they payed homage 
flexed its collective muscle m a tense but to a shrine of Czechoslovakian memor- 
jubuant week in November, forcing the abilia at the base of the statue. There 
!?P c °™ umat lea dership to resign, were candles, photographs of Czech and 
7 ^reafter, a mammoth statue of Slovak national heroes old and new, a bil- 
btalrn on Hradcany hill, paternally glar- ly club with a red prohibitive circle in- 
uig over Prague, was blown to bits by a dicating a non-police brutality zone 
joyous mob purging themselves of years There was a black and white photo, 
otcommunist frustration. Like the phi- yellowing at the edges, of Jan Palach, the 
lK PT ln « ^P^to's Republic, student who immolated himself 20 years 
Vaclev Havel was ago in protest of the crushing of the 
m hte ?® cember Prague Spring.anddrawings ofNicolae 
( “uraediate promise of free elec- Ceausescu being executed in . . 

himu» r * y ’ at dme be w °uld every conceivable way. Images , w 
j v to a duly elected presi- of Brezhnev were not flat- J f§| 

bri P rfmlTu D fi; em 5 er ’ ^ e deposed terin «'* Stalin ' s Iikeness ( K 

n,. ? m u ^ e reforms, Alexander sported horns and a tail. But j ■ 
Pm* /a ^umptiantly to still nothing of Gorbachev, the ft ■ 

dent nf l D 0n ? bek)re « became presi- father of the reforms, hailed just 

f Parliament with a now- over three years ago as a savior |Hk 
ciliated Communist Party. of the Slavs. H 

al ; . ce,e bration and assembly are rel- Slapped on every 

y pew to the long-suffering Czechs, window of every jjfk 
New dear's Eve, storefront, apart- III. 
with -w 8 i° de( ^de on a meeting place ment and gov- 

^ 0r ^ evening. “Where emment build- , - J 

of Prs* 6 ^ aske d ^ra, a native ing, though, 
ripnro 'fl 10 bas seen scores of was a poster 

®« P chfie NeW Yeal8 P8SS without of the new Wf 

! “At 7 * * , ‘ potentate, 

j statue of St. Vifenceglaus, of I " 

particukr side ? " 

]Wi^ aciyintiietensoftjiousancis > ieemmsm 

Jr be s °tee time before I would 
! WtheSji; At.'east 100,000 people 

square before 1 IMBM Wggmm’ 1 3. 
^ next mornin 8- Vera later 
it. % r' l never C0l dd have jessed. 

L ar e notused to celebra- j ^ v■ 

about, un^new'celebrated 

tame^rri.'for b - - 


of the Slavs. 

Slapped on every 
window of every 
storefront, apart¬ 
ment and gov- 
eminent build- ■pi 


the red-haired Havel, a parolee with an 
impish grin and wearing an open- 
collared work shirt. In public appear¬ 
ances, Havel clearly looks discomfited 
in a suit and red power tie, although 
he seems as much at home talking with 
US musician Frank Zappa or the Dalai 
Lama as he is discussing German 
reunification with East German leader 
Hans Modrow. 

Prague has taken a turn for the hip 
since the grim, gray days three years 
ago when it was a subdued city of 2 
million people, stiff and suspicious and 
repressed into submission by the 
uninspired leadership of Gustav Husak. 

With Czechoslovakia’s new national¬ 
ism, the Gorbachev reforms are no 
longer the obsession. Gorbachev’s ef¬ 
forts in freeing up the countries of 
Eastern Europe are rarely acknowledg¬ 
ed. The Czechs, even now, are still sus¬ 
picious of perestroika. They have a 
word,pn?s/m;c«/-ineaning “disguise" 
—that when pronounced sounds a little 
like perestroika. When referring to 
perestroika, they sometimes first say, 
with a chuckle, pmtrojeni, then quick¬ 
ly correct themselves. 

An engineering student, Jan Vlasim- 
sky, whose knowledge of English deriv¬ 
ed out of the necessity to read US com¬ 
puter software commands and computer 
manuals, groped for an oft-used woid 
which describes “these new changes in 
Czechoslovakia,” 

“Perestroika?” I said, coming to his 
aid. ! 

“No, not perestroika,” hesaid witha j 
grimace, a little irritated by the ( 
suggestion. ] 

“Glasnost, then.” I 

' ‘No, not glasnost. It is a type of... 
fabric...not worn now...but worn in i 

the 19th century." < 

j “Silk?" Wrong again. i 

j Czechs regard their “velvet t 

l revolution" as an indigenous i 

ft movement. And maybe there \ 
n is some truth to this. r 
With an unwritten t 

m m social contract c 
9L ML to put a a 

m Skoda in 

pJL JBv every a 
VI Rarage, c 

HSrlS the Husak e 


* 

of the new 
potentate, 


M 


SffS 31 u ? ? sisiant ^ v' ; 




an government succeeded in quelling 
;n- political dissent beyond what even the 
ar- most patient observer thought pos¬ 
ed sible. When first Hungary, then Poland, 
gh then East Germany went the way of 
ith democratic reform in those tumul- 
Jai tuous months in the latter half of 1989, 
an there was concern that the otherwise 
er feisty Czech people simply hadn’t got¬ 
ten the word. Would these people, 
tip known for such irreverencies as boldly 
ra giving communism a “human face” 

2 before it became fashionable, be content 
id with doing without political freedom for 
le ample knedliky (dumplings) and 
k. pastries? 

il- The Czechs are a spirited lot. When 
10 the Soviets arrived with troops, artillery 
f- and tanks in the 1968 crackdown, wily 
)f Czechs turned road signs to point in the 
l- opposite direction from Prague, tem- 
5- porarily confusing the obtuse invaders, 
a Though vanquished, the Czechs went 
ahead with the reformist 14th Party 
e Congress, electing a pro-Dubcek Cen- 
o tral Committee and Presidium. But un- 
r , til the explosion of protest in November, 

- this spirit had lain dormant. 

Now the return to the reform spirit 
• of 1968 is nearly complete. One 
’ New Year’s reveler told me that the 

- circle would be full if Husak were to be 
r caHed onto the Kremlin carpet by Gor- 
1 bachev to receive a good berating for 
i turning communism into a four-letter 

word. As leader of Parliament, Dubcek 
» would then sign the papers demoting his 
Communist successor to a menial post 
i in the Ministry of Forests, much like the 
one Dubcek was given after his ouster. 

Not likely, but Czechs should be permit¬ 
ted to dream. 

Many Czechs are not happy with 
simply writing off the past and cud¬ 
dling up with democracy. They want 
revenge. Their insistence that Soviet 
troops get off Czechoslovakian soil 
immediately is one example. And re¬ 
venge may be the reason Gorbachev is 
rarely mentioned these days. “Even 
though he (Gorbachev) did bring 
change,' 1 says Jan Vlasimsky, 1 ‘he is still 
a Communist.” 

Now that the old has been thrown out 
and the new escorted in, Czechoslovakia 
can roll up its sleeves and prepare for the 
elections in this, its first year of de¬ 
mocracy. Much work is yet to be done. 
There are signs of fetigue in the once in¬ 
defatigable Obercansky Forum (Civic 
Forum)—the main opposition group 

formed by Havel which was instrumen¬ 
tal in the reform movement. 

Economic desperation is not for below 
the surface. At the (Jivfe Fotum office; 
my afms were quickly filled with - 
posters, buttons and stickers'oif, Havel 
; and refdrmsiogiris,’ ; i 1 -: -/■?. 

; = , C I will tak<js this -back to tKe TJnited - • 
States," I said.: • m ..r.>v, 

■ "United States?*' querfed an offiqfeui - . 
[geritIem4n, jnoti6ning mp ov^r to his •; 
desk with a;<ttiick gesture.. ; ; ^ ; 

■ i: -iIjSakL; as.I'ihoved closer, 
thinking he: 1 wanted to siipply nife wite 
; worts of solidarity tp take back to fellpw^ 
;tiertocms ihthei:U5; ;* ':%*;*■: •- 
: ; Iriste^dj l heafd these whispered and 
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Who’s minding the fort? 

Filipino hardliner talks about communism’s future 

European communism appears to be in its death throes. But what has become of the 
"outposts" of communism, the indigenous movements that still look to Marx and 
Moscow for guidance? The WbrldPaper interviewed Satur C. Ocampo, the jailed 
spokesman of the Philippines’National Democratic Front (NDF)-a broad coali¬ 
tion of insurgent forces and organizations that includes the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP)—about the recent reforms in Eastern Europe and their effects on 
the communist movement in the Philippines. Ocampo uas arrested and jailed in 
Manila on July 27,1989 while purportedly pursuing the remwal of peace negotia¬ 
tions with the Aquino government. 



What do you think accounts for the 
decline of communist influence in 
Europe? 

I think the essential cause of the popular 
upheavals in Eastern Europe was the in¬ 
ability of the ruling workers* parties to 
sustain their leading role in revolutioniz¬ 
ing their societies, particularly the 
‘economic and political life of their 
peoples. Notwithstanding die preva¬ 
lence of dissenting voices, within and 
without the parties following the Soviet 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968, the 
ruling parties generally had grown 
smug. Some of them were embroiled in 
splits and corruption iiad crept into the 
leading organs. They drifted farther and 
fartlier away hum the people—a cardinal 
sin for Marxists—and consequently fail¬ 
ed to properly acknowledge and address 
the people's demand for better 
economic conditions, more political 


freedom, and larger participation in 
government. 

As a result of this neglect, the people 
seized the initiative to compel changes 
in their governments and in the ruling 
parties themselves. Undoubtedly in this 
exercise of people power Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev's glasnost and perestroika 
policies in the Soviet Union had wide and 
deep influence. 

How might the reforms affect the 
future struggling communist move¬ 
ments in the Third World, such as the 
CPP? 

The revolutionary struggle in the Philip, 
pines under the banner of the National 
Democratic Front (NDF) has its own 
particular characteristics and trajectory, 
in much the same way as those of El 
Salvador or Namibia or South Africa 
have their own. The internal conditions 


Ocampo: Socialists can’t be smug. 

in the country dictate primarily the 
direction of the struggle, the forms of 
struggle—both armed and unarmed- 
employed, and the necessary time it will 
take to achieve victory. And I can say 
that in my country the prospects of vic¬ 
tory remain bright. 

The dramatic changes unfolding in 
Eastern Europe, as well as changes be¬ 
ing made in the USSR and China and in 
the new emerging socialist-oriented 
states (e.g., Zimbabwe, Nicaragua) com¬ 
mand the deep interest of the Philippine 
revolutionary movement. While these 
developments may not have any im¬ 
mediate effect on the movement, they 
do have significance for the future. 

The national-democratic revolution 
has the sheer advantage of being in a 
position to derive lessons from the 
positive and negative experiences of the 
successful revolutions from 1917 on¬ 
wards. The lessons will come in handy, 
particularly after victory in the task of 
social reconstruction. 

Will the reform developments prompt 
a change in CPP’s strategy, partic¬ 
ularly with regards to the armed 
struggle against the Philippine 
government? 

Strategy and tactics are drawn up on the 
basis of an analysis of the actual condi¬ 
tions in the country in which a revolution 
is waged. 

Notwithstanding the change of 
government from the fascist dictatorship 
of Marcos to the "liberal democratic” 
Aquino regime, the NDF and the CPP 
as its leading component remain con¬ 
vinced of the validity of their analysis 
that Philippine society has not under¬ 
gone any fundamental change. For in¬ 
stance, US imperialist domination and 
interventionism remains a fundamental 
problem of the Filipino people; the cry¬ 
ing need for democratization of land 
ownership in the countryside and urban 
areas is not resolved along with the 
emancipation of the laboring masses 
from impoverishment. The worsening 
economic and political crisis exacerbates 
the factional strife among the ruling 
classes on the one hand, and swells the 
ranks of the revolutionary and pro¬ 
gressive forces on the the other hand. 

What do these developments foretell 
for the other remaining outposts of 
communism-Cuba, Vietnam, North 
Korea, etc.? 

Thus far, China, Vietnam, North Korea 
an? Cuba have all declared faithful 
adherence to socialist principles and the 
socialist path to development. The rul¬ 
ing parties and governments in these 
countries, in various ways, are taking 
steps to forestall the debacle of Eastern 
Europe being replicated on their home- 
grounds. A pivotal area of concern is to 
consolidate the party ranks and reinforce 
its links and working relations with the 
people. Anotheris howto deal with the 
fffoblem of developing democratic in¬ 
stitutions while safeguarding socialist 

gams from capitalist subversion” and 

the resurgence of regressive ideas arid 


•i.. 


vis. 


•: s 


perialist interests to destabilize Qr oyef' 
throw them. For some' tinfei 
states had.to.seek the aid of the Spj^ j 
Union and the Eastern European cgj. 
tries who are in a position to hop- ; 

generally, self-reliance is the oidtf,? 
the day in the Third flforjd> 

•' '»■ ."kbV 
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practices of the past. There are ele 
ments within and outside the ruling par 
ties who push for reforms akin to t£ 
in Eastern Europe. 

I see intense debate in the years 
ahead between the adherents of 
established socialist principles and the 
advocates of certain free enterprise 
"reform measures.” 

Before you were arrested in July, 
1989, did the signs of waning influ¬ 
ence in the communist regimes in 
Eastern Europe provoke any discus¬ 
sion within the NDF? Did it have any 
effect, for instance, on the move¬ 
ment’s solicitation of international 
support? 

While emphasizing self-reliance as a key 
determinant of its advance, the move¬ 
ment expresses readiness to receive ex¬ 
ternal support and to extend help to 
other revolutionary movements in the 
spirit of international solidarity against 
imperialism and all forms of oppression. 
During the Marcos dictatorship up till 
the Aquino regime, the NDF has receiv¬ 
ed political and other forms of support 
from solidarity movements and support 
groups based in capitalist countries and 
has informal relations with revolutionary 
movements in the Third Wbrld. I am not 
aware of any significant material support 
from the socialist countries. As things 
stand, the Eastern European states are 
much too concerned with their internal 
problems and could not be counted on; 
for support for the meantime. ! 

In the immediate future, the Soviet j 
Union and the Eastern European states 
are likely to reduce their level of 
assistance to Third Wbrld states. The 
latter will therefore have to rely on 
themselves much more but they will be 
looking at the Soviet Union and Eastern 
European experiences for useful 
lessons in their development. 

What are the basic differences be¬ 
tween the nature of the communist ( 
movements in Eastern Europe and the i 
Third World that may have an effect on 1 
the latter’s struggle? 

The East Europeans are comparatively 
more steeped in liberal or bourgeois 
democratic concepts than their counter* 
parts in the Third ttbrld, That is why the 
pressure for political liberalization is 
much more widespread in Europe. 

On the other hand, the socialist and 
socialist-oriented states in Asia, Africa 
and Central America emerged as a 
result of revolutionary struggles against 
repressive native and colonial regimes, 
at the cost of much blood and sweat. By 
their revolutionary leadership, the rul¬ 
ing parties deserved to lead thenej 
governments set up after victory. Most 
of them, however, had to devote sp 
much resources and time to defers 
their revolutionary gains agairist enw* 
of deposed feudal, bourgeois 
Derialist interests to destabilize pr ART 
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Bowed but 
not broken 

[ 

Peru's left limps on 

I—Hi 1 II n B IB I I I H III BaagggH 

j By Augusto Alvarez-Rodrich 

in Lima, Peru 

j--- 

ON THE EVE of the Peruvian presiden¬ 
tial elections, the left—which has tradi¬ 
tionally been viewed as a leader among 
its South American counterparts—is 
discoveiin'g it doesn't attract as many 
voters as it used to. 

The best example of the left’s waning 
support is found in one of its presiden¬ 
tial candidates, Alfonso Barrantes, who 
in 1983, with 37 percent of the vote, was 
elected the first Marxist mayor of a Latin 
I American capital. Today the polls predict 
that he and the other leftist candidate for 
president, Luis Alva-Castro, will 
together barely claim 20 percent of the 
vote in the April elections. 

For the first time in Peru's recent 
i history, anti-state-interventionist pol- 
; ides, such as those proposed by conser- 
; vative novelist-turned-presidential- 
; candidate Mario Vargas Llosa, are 
! w * n ™ 1 ® significant support. Current 
i polls show Vargas Llosa with 47 percent 
j ?; v ote—enough to make it seem 
likely that he will be Peru's next 
i president. 

i Does this mean Marxism is dead in 
1 2™; The weakening of support for the 
iett does coincide chronologically with 
i recent events in the USSR and Eastern 
fiurope, and a logical conclusion is that 
T tw ° Phenomena are linked. Thlk of 
he reforms has certainly heated up 
Ponhcal debates m Peru. But the decline 
I parties is m ore likely a 

result of local factors. 

: he most obvious among these is the 
^eofsocaiist, left-of-center Presi- 
ec f! an ? a . rcias interventionist 
j^aonue pohaes, which in 1989 pro- 
? 12 Percent deciine in GDP - 
i tos domestic product) and a reduc- 
' rfJiS to less than one-half 
' ' m M88 ’ 3118 which will 

Nation rate of i milfionper- 

^by the end of his term. 

I kite nart P te ■/ 6 left is a,so due m 
IJLf. to lts connection, in the 

I lies rtf Q 6W j to * e ^lent political tac- 

!Path n e ? de ^° Luminoso—Shining 

: MioioV roc ^. n V ns themselves Peru’s 

I Critical party, Sendero 

emet B ed in the late 1970s as 

resortpH ) Ve i 0r 8anization that has since 

a “new i° t ?? or i 8m in their quest for 
new republic" 

SencS 1 il . is still-relatively small, 

Biss* numbere ^ ^ 

W it fame as the most blood- 


varez-Rodrich is editor of the: ■. 
C0 ^manaEcon6nm^ : f 
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thirsty rebel organization in the world. 
The war the group has waged on the 
government has claimed close to 17,000 
lives and through its disruptive activities 
caused economic losses equivalent to 
the entire Peruvian debt, which is 
estimated at US$20 billion. 

For Sendero Luminoso. the reforms 
carried out in the Soviet Union have had 
no weight on its doctrine. Us members 
called Leonid Brezhnev a revisionist- I 


■’is*-;**"*" 


who was wrongly departing from 
Marxism—which is why they used to 
place bombs at the Soviet embassy in 
Lima. That alone gives one a good idea 
of what they think of Gorbachev. 

The existence of Sendero Luminoso 
and the sweeping changes in Eastern 
Europe have divided the left into two 
major factions: those like Barrantes 
who, though he would not admit this, no 
longer identify themselves as Marxists 
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Shining Rath guerrillas brought low. 

M hjj but as Social Democrats and who cham- 
41 pi ° n Peruvian perestroika; and those 
Ig who remain loyal to Marxist doctrine and 
• rej ’ ect the Gorbachev reforms. 

In support of Soviet-style changes for 
* ^ eru ' l e ^ t-w ' n 8 Senator Enrique Ber- 

„ .Jrf. na,es ? tated that "perestroika has 

4 revolutionized communism substantially 

* , an ^ has admitted gross errors in the 

L instruction of socialism.” His faction is 

also strongly opposed to violence as a 
method of gaining power-. 

Eg* Among more-devoted Marxists, the 
attitude toward violence is somewhat 
ambiguous, but many say they reject 
*i Sende !° Luminoso tactics. They also 
maintain that perestroika is irrelevant to 
**mmn politics. "Perestroika is a 
problem of the Soviet Union to correct 

< s ^ral defects in its system, a situation 
= Wlt h which we are not concerned/ 1 says 
, * ,eftist Senator Carlos Malpica. 

| Despite ideological division and a 
steady decline in voter support, 
"ng from however, the various leftist factions- 
hey used to Marxists, Leninists, Trotskyists, 
embassy m Maoists and socialists-have stayed 
1 a good idea unified enough tu retain both a strong 
achev. Hold on the labor unions as well as a solid 
o Luminoso representation in Parliament, 
s in Eastern So the answer to the question "Is 
eft into two Marxism dead?” is no. It is, rather, in 
\ ° ar ™tes a slump. Should Vargas Llosa become 
“mis, no president, its future may depend on the 
as Marxists success or failure of his policies. * 




fN A .RECENT radio advertise¬ 
ment, a Florida moving company 
offered discount shipping rates to 
Cuban emigres making plans to 
relocate to Havana! 

The ad,aired:hy.Mfami < s Radio 
Super/ 'la.Cubanisjma*” isjust 
one .indicator offtie mood of : , 

■ is 

sweedngihferigfr WMriCubati 


Havana, here we come 

Miami Cubans are counting on a domino effect 


populaaoniiii 

- ‘'- '- smceCiib^Ffael 


o.Hgwr ■ 

Cuban. 




of the Cuban-American Founda¬ 
tion and Mr. Barona is president 
of Junta Patriotica Cubana. an um¬ 
brella group for organizations 
dealing with Cubans in exile. 

The Cuban community has 
always lived in hope, dreaming of 
the djjy .they cpuld return to the 
Motherland and rebuild their 
;. homes and their fives. Now that 
:■ hppe has gained new impetus. : . 

' '.Agustin.Alies Qberon, news 
toratMiami’s WCHQ Radio .. 
CentrbCadena. National, points ■ 
- to .several factors that are fueling ’ 
• ;r^3fed dreams;' _ 

:■ totaiitarian co% s 


felaurifet resumes in Eastern Europe^ 
'/ /•«.Cub$!s;riicreastog economic , s 


austerity measures, as he ex¬ 
plained the economic restrictions 
imposed by the Soviets, and to 
make a cal! for resistance to out¬ 
side invasions that constitute a 
danger to Cuban communism! 

In a much wilder%ht of fancy, 
some Cubans base their hopes on 
. a formulated theory of events in 
; ' • winch US President George - 

Bush, after haytog ousted Noriega. 

■ wfl moveto tc^ple Nicaragua^ : - 
Daniel Ortega arid tljen.go after ■ 

• Castro. This, tii^ sqy; would be 

;■ ••• : 

,. jvDidd be thekg wuuje^ : 
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• Newsletters from Around the World * 


7b our readers with a particular appetite for foreign affairs: 

The newsletters listed on this page provide in-depth and Up-to-date information 
on a particular region or subject of international interest and import . 
lb subscribe to one or more of the newsletters, or to request a sample issue, use the order farm provided below. 


JW& brltish 
j/stP travel 
isite report 

Subject: The best of British travel for less! 

Frequency: 6 issucs/year 
Cost: US$32.00 

Discover “secret*' travel bargains to & in the U. K. in each 
bimonthly issue of BTR, You gel current information on 
the most economical rentals for hotels, apartments, bed- 
and-breakfasts, even manor houses and castles! Plus, you’ll 
experience the sights and sounds of England's big cities 
to pastoral delights. 


Cari bb ean 

UPDATE 

Subject: Caribbean/Central America business, economics 
Frequency: Monthly (24 pages per issue) 

Cost: US$120.00/year ($60.00 for academics; 


No other publication in the world equals Caribbean 
UPDATE in providing such an incisive, reliable single 
source of business and economic news concerning the 
Caribbean/Central American region. Covers all major in¬ 
dustries in each country. Praised by business and govern¬ 
ment executives, journalists and scholars. 



China Trade explains the business strategies that shape kn 
markets in Hong Kong, Thiwan, and the coastal province 
of the PRC. Learn to spot business opportunities in the 
Greater China market from the best teachers there 
are.. .other business executives. Each issue gives you dear, 
concise, no-nonsense analysis of how companies do business 
in these critical China markets. 



CHINA UPDATE, 


Subject: Contemporary China 
Frequency: Quarterly 
Cost: US$50.00 

Covers the PRC, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, including all 
aspects of econo my, society, politics and foreign relations. 
In-dcpth articles, business briefings, news analysis, book 
reviews. Photographs. Price includes membership in Yale- 
China Association, a US agency devoted to developing 
education in China and to improving US-China relations. 


Cast Asian 


Business 

Intelligence 


Subject: New business opportunities in East Asia 

Frequency: 22 issucs/year 

Cost: US$335.00, $345.00 outside US 


Lists new sales and contracting opportunities in the Far East 
with brief description of the requirements and the names, 
addresses, and telephone and telex numbers of contacts. 
Each issue contains dozens of current leads, 25-50 govern¬ 
ment tenders, late-breaking business news, early warnings 
of future business, and calendar of upcoming trade shows. 


The Netherlands Chamber of Commerce 
^ ill In the United States, Inc. 

IaI/jpUJ international Marketing Intelligence Newt 

Prepared by: The Springer Group 

Subject: Structural Changes in the U.S. Business Scene 
Frequency: Faxed Weekly 50 rimes/year 
Cost: US$500.00/year 


A two page real-time alert to regulatory and legislative 
changes from Washington D.C., and business scene 
developments that affect the international operations of 
companies doing business in the U.S. Gathered from Con¬ 
gressional Committees; Depts. of Commerce, Labor,; 
Treasury, Stare, Agriculture, and government agencies; and 
major news sources. 


Interflo 


A SOVIET TRADE 
NEWS MONITOR 


Subject: Soviet trade, investment and joint ventures 
Frequency: Monthly 
Cost: US$135.00 

Interflo publishes comprehensive information on Soviet 
trade, investment and joint ventures, compiled from 
authoritative Western and Soviet sources. More than 300 ar¬ 
ticles are abstracted monthly. Interflo is an essential 
reference service on Soviet trade for business, government 
agencies and university libraries. 
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jj Public Pulse 


Subject: Americans’ attitudes, values, and behavior 
Frequency: Monthly 
Cost: US $Z4?.00/year 


The authoritative monthly report from The Roper Orga¬ 
nization on Americans' attitudes, values, and behavior. 
Based on surveys with 20,000 Americans every year, the 
newsletter covers consumer trends, public policy issues, 
foreign relations. Named by Ammcqn Demographies 
magazine as -"pne of the best sources of marketing 
information." ■ v 



Subject: Economic and political news and analysis 
Frequency: 23 issues/year 
Cost: US$249.00 


LcHi'h American Index is a twice-monthly update, high¬ 
lighting recent events in Central and South America and die 
Caribbean. A concise yet comprehensive publication, Latin 
American Index provides thoughtful, in-depth analysis of 
economic and political policies and happenings as they 
affect the region. 


political Risk Letter 


WwH &aoms Ofpcmutti 


Subject: Political and economic forecasts of international 
business conditions 
Frequency: Monthly 
Cost: US$ 375.OQfyear v 

7 hc PRL Heritors developments affecting conditions for 
international business in 85 countries. Its 12-page issues 
provide concise 18-month and five-year political and econ- 
°mic forecasts. Ghans compare ipnkings of all 85 countries, 
whdebt IcastfO countries aret^ed in depth each month. 
Maximize profitability and minimize risk with the PRL! 
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INTERNATIONAL REPORTS 


Subject: Trends in the world's economy and markets 
Frequency: Weekly 

Cost: US$97S.QQ, $1,080.00 outside US 


International Reports has been keeping senior banker 
traders, investors and executives on top of trends for more 
than 40 years. Includes in-deptli political and economic 
coverage of two dozen important countries, comprehensive 
analyses of foreign exchange and credit mnrkets and a wealth 
of data, including rates for 58 currencies and export credit 
conditions in more than 125 countries. 



sms 


Subject: Technical analysis of world financial markets 
Frequency: 12 issues/year . . 

Cost: SPECIAL OFFE R US$ 250,00 (regularlyjg g_ 

The PMR offers a long-term technical summary of jj* 
world’s major financial markets with emphasis on d«ti 
equities and commodities. Each issue contains a comp « B 
chart service, over 75 indicators (some proprietary) iSK*' 
interest rate and gold barometers and an educational art** 1 


□ Check in US$ enclosed □ Charge my credit &P? .- 

□ Visa □ MasterCard Exp. date_-i 

Card # __ ' j : 

Signature_ - ' ' , ■'f■■ 

Name_ : • ' . _ ■■ 

(pleaseprint) , • /J 

Address^_. 


/ ^ n.i'X j' 

1 '";V'X' . 


• : . . 7T '• ' -:’V •• I' : 

• Mail to: Eliza Brown, 

_ 4 24 World Trade Center, Boston MA 
Tel: (617) 439-5400 Telex: 6817273 - 




Paralysis in the peace process 






By Matti Peled 

SHAMIR'S PLAN, known as the “Israeli 
Peace Plan", was promulgated on May 
14, 1989. The motive for putting it for¬ 
ward as an official Israeli government 
plan was the feeling that the new US ad¬ 
ministration would not accept the contin¬ 
ued political paralysis of the peace pro¬ 
cess imposed by Israel since the 
conclusion of peace with Egypt. It was 
therefore necessary to devise a plan that 
would look like a fresh start but guaran¬ 
tee at the same time that no real progress 
toward a solution could be achieved. This 
was done in the Shamir plan. 

A close reading of the plan shows that 
it has nothing in common with the sec¬ 
tion in the Camp David Accords provid¬ 
ing for the establishment of Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as an interim phase in a process 
leading to Palestinian self-determination 
The slated goal of the Shamir plan, 
which has been adopted by the entire Is¬ 
raeli government, is not to solve the Pal¬ 
estinian problem but to achieve peace 
with Jordan. 

Why peace with Jordan would require 
an elecuon of a local autonomous author¬ 
ity for the occupied territories has not 
been explained. Certainly Jordan never 
requested it. 

There is another strange point. The Is¬ 
raeli plan states that there would never be 
a Palestinian state in these territories 
since such a state already exists - i.e. Jor¬ 
dan ■ and therefore there is no place for a 
second one. By stating that the goal is 
peace with Jordan, the plan docs not re¬ 
fer to Jordan as it is recognised interna¬ 
tionally or as it defines itself but rather to 
an imaginary state that does exist. 

Forestalling tactics 

It is altogether unclear when the Israeli 
government adopted the position that Jor¬ 
dan is the Palestinian state. Neither the 
Lnaias nor Labour's platform has ever 
advocated that Jordan be recognised as a 
Palestinian state. Nor has the government 
ever adopted a formal resolution to this 
eneci Some Likud leaders have indeed 
Mvanced this idea, notably Ariel Sharon, 
nut mere is no record that his idea was 
evttembraced by any of the two leading 
? lear - therefore, that the Jor- 
,dea wa s smuggled into 
to * 0vernm ent Peace plan only 

to foresta!! any expectation ihat the plan 
may lead to creation of a Palestinian 
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ters relating to Jewish settlements in the 
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SIS ’ ^? L fh® Israel1 government will not 
, ; dcp ^ nt l cnt Palestinians. The 
formula is that the PLO is unfit to repre¬ 
sent the Palestinians because it is an or¬ 
ganisation whose leadership was not dem¬ 
ocratically elected. In order to deal with 
leaders elected in a democratic process 
elecuons m the occupied territories arc 
proposed. Naturally, no Palestinian is pre¬ 
pared to go along with such a preposte¬ 
rous proposition. 

Under this plan, Palestinian candidates 
will have to slate their acceptance of the 
plans premises and refrain from any act 
indicating expectation that the autonomy 
proposed by the plan would be only an in¬ 
termediate phase leading to eventual inde¬ 
pendence. No wonder that under these 
conditions no Palestinian is prepared to 
come forward and lake part in the prepara¬ 
tion of what is no less than a colossal 
fraud aimed at depriving the Palestinian 
people of their legitimate and natural right 
to liberty and independence. 

Satan okay, but not the PLO 

These machinations of the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment have produced some results for 
which we should be grateful. Since the 
question of who would speak for the Pal¬ 
estinians has become so central in the pre¬ 
liminary negotiations conducted between 
Israel, Egypt and the USA, on the one 
hand, and the PLO, Egjmt and the USA, 
on the other, some helpful developments 
have taken place. 

First to be mentioned is the clarification 
given by Prime Minister Shamir that al¬ 
though he would talk even to Satan him¬ 
self he would not talk to the PLO. The 
reason he gave was very simple and quite 
truthful: With the PLO he would have to 
negotiate the terms of a peace treaty lead¬ 
ing to the establishment of a Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

I cannot guess what he would discuss 
with Satan, whom he has accepted as a 
possible interlocutor, but whatever it may 
be Shamir clearly believes it would be less 
threatening to Israel than a Palestinian 
state. Ana to ensure that the PLO would 
have absolutely no connection to the pro- 
. posed negotiation based on his plan, Sha¬ 
mir objects to the participation of any Pal¬ 
estinian whose domicile at the moment is 
outside the occupied territories; for Sha¬ 
mir, even East Jerusalem lies outside these 
territories.. 

■ ~ Another welcome consequence of the 
Shamir plan is that in fact the USA and 
•’ Egypt: prie openly negotiating >ith the 
. PLO inprder fo.fjtid a .way of allowing the 
: PLO to play a role in the process,; (hough 
somewhatconcealed. 

> -,i The foot that ihe PLO is largely rating?. 

, nised internationally as a legitimate partlc- 
' ipant in the peace process is riot hidden 
from many Israelis, who are' less appre- 
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The most 

celebrated case of such willingness to ex¬ 
plore this new avenue is that of Minister 
k ^ c L ,lzmann - Weitzmann long ago 
reached the conclusion that peace with the 
Palestinians would lead to the elimination 
ot Arab hostility to Israel. Based on his 
experience in the process that led to peace 
with Egypt, Weitzmann concluded that in¬ 
deed the resolution to the Isracli-Arab 
conflict depends on the parties to the con¬ 
flict recognising the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people- (and let me say in 
passing that this requirement is directed 
not only at Israel). 

Shamir’s Chauvinist mainstay 

Along with the growing conviction 
among ihe Israeli public that a solution to 
the Isracli-Palcstinian conflict depends on 
negotiations between Israel and the 
PLO within an international framework 
another trend in Israel is becoming in¬ 
creasingly aggressive. This is the chnuvin- 
isuc, nationalist and strongly anti- 
Palestinian sentiment prevalent among the 
nghl-wing parties and also to a considera¬ 
ble extent in the- Labour Party. 

The more extremist among them hold 
that Israel should not give up control over 
the occupied territories, but rather annex 
them officially and bring about a mass 
emigration of Palestinians in order to 
empty the country of Palestinian presence. 
The more temperate elements of this trend 
would consider various alternatives to 
these extreme proposals, but the common 
denominator of them all is an unwilling¬ 
ness to give up the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and a denial of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple's national right to self-determination. 

That the Shamir plan has been a non¬ 
starter and is doomed to failure is becom¬ 
ing increasingly recognised. To Shamir 
and his supporters this does not seem bad 
news. They never really meant for the 
plan to be implemented, even partially. I 
am sure they were frightened when Egypt 
and the United States agreed to tiy and re¬ 
vive the peace process on the basis of this 
plan. Shamir’s own party in haste added n 
number of so-called "rims" to the plan that 
would render impossible any constructive 
interpretation. Shamir, as expected, readi¬ 
ly embraced these additional obstacles to 
his plan. 

What has kept the Shamir plan afloat up 
till now is the erroneous assumption of 
Egypt and the United States that it could 
serve as a stariing point in a process that 
would then develop its own dynamics. 

But those who believed this could be the 
case now see that they did not coirectiy 
. evaluate the' Israeli government's resolve 
to obstruct any. revival of the peace pro- 
. ■ cess. ■ 

: It would have served the real interest of 
all concerned to reject the Shamir plan 
the .moment it was proposed, and to tell 
Shamir that he should'by again to produce 
a pian that could work. Bpt as It is, several 
';valuable months have bedn lost without: 
toy chauMe for progress. i.? ' : 

/jv Mat tl peied is professor of Arabic Lit- • 
erahire at- the University qf Tel Aviy 
* fad a forpier Knesset meiinber (Pro; 
gres$ive U$t for Peace}. 
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Aoun's Retreat 

MICHEL Aoun, the rebel General I 
who until recently defied not only I 
the legitimate leadership of Lcba- I 
non but almost that of the world, is I 
backing off and seems \o be seeking I 
reconciliation. His recent statements I 
indicate that he is no longer thirsty I 
for power and is willing to reach I 
agreement with his foes thnt might I 
even exclude him from being one of I 
the leading figures in Lebanon's cn- I 
tangled political life, I 

What happened to change the I J 
General’s views? How has he been I 
brought back to his senses? The fu- I 
tile bloody war which he waged I 
against his arch rival within the [ 
Oinsuon community Samir Gcagea I 
J **? Easl . Beirut has resulted in mas- I 
sive killing and destruction but I 
lailccl to bring Aoun one inch closer I 
to his objectives; namely. To be- I 
come die overall lord of the Chris- I 
tian enclave and the commander in I 
chief of all Christian forces. I 

The devastating fighting has al- [ 
icnaicd a large sector of the Chris- 
tian community and infuriated the I 
civilised world, even those who at I 
times harboured sympathy for I 
Aoun. The General ended up in iso- I 
lation at both the domestic and in- I 
tcmaiional levels. He could not pur- I 
sue the war because he already I 
exhausted his military resources and J 
there was nothing more he could do I 
to dismantle Geagea’s militia by I 
force. I 

In his early calculations, Aoun I 
thought that a well-prepared offen- I i 
sive by his regular well-equipped I i 
forces could dislodge the Lebanese I 
forces from their positions in the I I 
Chnstian enclave. Eighteen days of 
fierce fighting achieved very little I 
or almost nothing. It nearly spread | 
havoc and destruction among the ci- I 
vilian population. The war was a 
complete failure for Aoun and led I 
to increased animosity against him. I 
Aoun’s enemies could not be in a I 
better position to launch a decisive | 
attack on his stronghold at Ba'bda I I 
Palace. President Elias Al Hrawi I f 
considered the attack, probably with I 
Syrian help. Had the war continued I 
the attack might have taken place . I 
President Hrawi might find it diffi- I 
cult to see half of his capital being I 
destroyed and civilians killed and j 
lire In panic without taking action. 

Seeing the disastrous result, 

Apuns few friends have been ap¬ 
palled. They must have advised him 
to cease figuring and begin talking. 

Tney felt they were equally respon¬ 
sible for the catastrophic righting 1 
which portrayed the • 

General as a blood-thirsty fascist 
unmoved by the sufrprinjg of the 
. people he claims to represent. . ; 

The cdnciliaiory statementsmade 
by Aoun open the -joatf for the fust 
time in many years for a genuine di¬ 
alogue which couljl end Lebanese 
. dilemma. It.is now an opportunity 
that needs to: be seized by all the 
parties in 1 a seripus attempt to put 
ihe Taif Agreement - after minor 
amendments aremadC-in toeffect. 
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A promising 
political picture 


THE CONFLICTING opin¬ 
ions that wc staitcd hearing 
in the Iasi few days concern¬ 
ing the formulation of ihc 
national charter do not nec¬ 
essarily express a state of 
confusion or deep-rooted 
conflicts between the politi¬ 
cal affiliations, us much as it 
indicates a willingness by all 
political trends in die coun¬ 
try to remain involved and 
engaged in this stage of 
soul-searching and identifi¬ 
cation of a new national 
goal. 

The latest statement by Lite 
Muslim Brotherhood which 
stressed that adhere nee to Is¬ 
lam, as the religion of the 
■state, should be the corner¬ 
stone of the national cliancr, 
was viewed by some com¬ 
munist deputies as a depar¬ 
ture on the pan of the Broth¬ 
erhood from earlier 
statements where there was 
more emphasis on pluralism 
and political organisation for 
all trends. 

This new development 
may seem to some people as 
a major obstacle confronting 
the move to formulate die 
national charter. For how 
can one reconcile these two 
■'opposing" views? Bui lei's 
recall that some Muslim 
Brotherhood leaders have 
openly called for granting 
all political trends the right 
: to organise, while some oth¬ 
ers have only asked all who 
want to take part in the 
emerging political organisa¬ 
tion to show respect for the 
faith of the nation. 

Also die call of a certain 
Muslim Brotherhood MP to 
let the people be the judge 
on this issue expresses a 
genuine democratic concern, 
despite the 'impracticality' of 
the proposal. So the view on 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
front is that of utmost en¬ 
gagement and responsibility. 

On the other hand, exam¬ 
ining the attitude of the left 
in general and the commu¬ 
nists in particular reveals a 
similar degree of commit¬ 
ment mu! responsibility. 
While the communists may 
go as fur as opposing the 
drafting of the national char¬ 
ter, they will join the com¬ 
mission intrusted with draft¬ 
ing it if they arc culled upon 
to do so. 


'Ihc .merging |H)iideal 
picliur in Jordan is quite 
promising, so let’s not I«in. 
flttem: ■* -iy misleading calc- 
guri3.i! « of confusion and 
disju ?; . 


Oz remembers the slopes of an invaded Lebanon 


AMOS OZ is the prophet of con¬ 
temporary Israel. In every cul¬ 
ture or civilisation a man or n 
woman emerges whose compas¬ 
sion and insights encompasses 
all of humanity. The Slopes of 
Lebanon is a collection of arti¬ 
cles wriLten between 1982 and 
1988 that wcic published in ma¬ 
jor Israeli newspapers such as 


Book Review 


Duvar and Yediot Aharonot. 
There arc three major themes in 
this book: the impact of the Leb¬ 
anon invasion on Israeli society, 
the Holocaust, and what the fu¬ 
ture holds for Israelis and Pales¬ 
tinians. 

In June 1982, the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment led by Mcnachcm Be¬ 
gin decided that the time had 
come to impose Israel’s version 
of "Peace for Galilee." The pur- 
1 Rise of this war ("no war, not 
even u justifiable war of defence, 
can be called ‘iJcacc’ ") was to 
route the PLO from southern 
Lebanon and "mop up" its rem¬ 
nants on Israel's northern bor¬ 
ders, teach a lesson to the Syri¬ 
ans and their Soviet friends, and 
impose a new order in Lebanon 
to be headed by Marunitc Catho¬ 
lic warlord Bashir Gcmaycl. 

O/. is ruthless in his criticism 
of Begin's behaviour and the 
way he handled Israel's Lebanon 
debacle. Addressing the Israeli 
prime minister, Oz wrote in an 
article he published on 21 June, 



Sabra & Shatila massacres: The spectre of Israel's guilt con 
tinues to haunt the perpetrators 


1982: 'The purpose of your war 
is to break the back of lire Pales¬ 
tinian people, to install a 'friend¬ 
ly' regime in Lebanon, and to 
create - at die cost of the lives of 
the soldiers - conditions to moke 
your dream of a Greater Israel 
come true... Mr Prime Minister, 
there can be either a compro¬ 
mise, albeit a painful one, be¬ 
tween the two peoples in this 
land, or else perpetual war. 
There is no third alternative." 

Following the Sabra and Shati- 
ia massacres. Hie two Palestinian 
camps on the outskirts of Beirut, 
Oz wrote that die "guilty parties, 
die murderers, arc our proteges, 
our pets, our allies - the Chris¬ 
tian Phalangists." Oz distinguish¬ 


es between the guilty and those 
responsible for the massacre, in 
this case, the Begin government: 
"One who invites the Boston 
strangler to spend two nights in 
an orphanage cannot claim, 
when he sees a pile of dead bod¬ 
ies the next morning, that he had 
asked the man only to wash the 
ears and necks of the orphans." 

The other interesdng and grip¬ 
ping secdon in Oz's book, called 
'Mary Kafka’s Suitcase," was 
written by the author after view¬ 
ing Claude Lanzamann's film 
"Shoah." Dealing with the 
"silence of the Christian West to¬ 
ward the Holocaust, Oz quotes 
the powerful words of a Polish 
peasant who witnessed the trage¬ 


dy of the Jews. "They, the Jew. 
afcvays knew it would come, £ 
diis was bound to happen Z 
them someday. And we tte was. 
ants, knew it was bound* 
come. So why they wonder that 
it finally happened?.. It would 
the. have been much better if 
dicyd all gone to Palestine and 
been done with it." 

The third theme in Amos Oz's 
book considers Israel's future 
and the fate of Judaism and Zj. 
omsm, Oz is unhappy with all 
the attempts by some Orthodox 
and ultra-nationalist Jews to un¬ 
dermine and totally alter the uni- 
vcrsalisl and cosmopolitan chi- 
acicr of Judaism. These Jews are 
concerned with the dream of the 
greater "Land of Israel," while 
Oz is more worried about the 
survival and well-being of a se¬ 
cure "suite of Israel" at peace 
with itself and its neighbours. Oz 
is concerned that Israelis arc 
selling their soul to a blood¬ 
thirsty and blind Moloch. 

"The price of perpetual depen¬ 
dence, in the form of aims given 
to us, in part, by the generosity 
of others, the price of the use of 
power to force the will of some 
of us upon the rest of the nation, 
upon the Palestinians, upon the 
world, may be unacceptably 
high. We are building our body 
on the ashes of our soul." 

The Slopes of Lebanon is a 
book to be read by anyone con¬ 
cerned about the blindcss of ha¬ 
tred and the limits of love. 
"Make- Peace, Not Love” is 
Amos Oz's prescription for both 
Palestinians and Israelis. 


ADC president meets with Soviet envoy on immigration issue 



WASHINGTON (Star) - Presi¬ 
dent of the American Arab Ami- 
Discrimination Committee 

(ADCJ, Ab- __ 

deen Jabara 
met last wreck 
with Soviet 
Ambassador 
to the United 
States Yuri 
Dubinin and 
his Counselor 
for Middle 
East Affairs 
Oleg Derfcov- 
sky to discuss 
the ADC's 
continuing 
concern over 
the settlement 
of Soviet 
Jewish emi- Mr Jabara 
grams in Is¬ 
raeli occupied 

territories. The hour-long meet¬ 
ing also focused on the role of 
the USSR in facilitating progress 
towards a just and lasting solu¬ 
tion to die Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict. 

While expressing appreciation 
for the Soviet Union's past sup¬ 
port for the Arab position, Mr 
Jabara expressed grave concern 
about the regional de¬ 
stabilisation that would result 
from the continued settlement of 
large numbers or Soviet emi¬ 
grants in arcus occupied by Is¬ 
rael in J967, Including EnslJcni- 
salem. He strongly urged the 
Soviet Union not to succumb to 
United Suites pressure lo allow 
eh reel flights between Moscow 
and Tel Aviv. 

Mr Jabara further requested 


that the Soviet Union seek mean¬ 
ingful guarantees from Israel 
that the new immigrants will not 
be allowed to settle 
x in the occupied ter¬ 
ritories. While ex¬ 
pressing some dis¬ 
appointment over 
the fact that the 
Middle East ques¬ 
tion was only tan¬ 
gentially discussed 
during last year's 
Malta summit with 
the United Slates, 
Mr Jabara con¬ 
veyed his hope- that 
the new US-Soviet 
relationship will 
make the achieve¬ 
ment of a just and 
lasting peace be¬ 
tween all con- 
cemed parlies in 
Uic region - including the Pales¬ 
tinians -more realisable. 

Ambassador Dubinin insisted 
dial Soviet policy in the Middle 
East has not changed and ihal 
the question of emigration from 
the Soviet Union to Israel had to 
be viewed in the context of per¬ 
estroika and with consideration 
lor new laws currcndy being 
drafted to allow the free emigra¬ 
tion of all Soviet citizens. He 
added that it is still the- position 
of the- Soviet Union that settle¬ 
ments in the Israeli occupied ter¬ 
ritories arc illegal under the 
terms ol the Fourth Geneva Con¬ 
vention. 

Noting that a draft resolution 
on die question of the scttle- 
rnent^ was currently before the 
United Nations Security Coun¬ 


cil, Ambassador Dubinin told 
Mr Jabara that the only point of 
contention was whether the set¬ 
tlements were illegal or, as the 
United States maintains, merely 
an "obstacle to peace." 

In response to Mr Jabara's ex¬ 
pressed view that it is Israeli 
strategy to crush theJmifada on 
Uie one hand, and, on the other, 
ful fil 'is expansionist policies 


through immigration, Ambassa¬ 
dor Dubinin offered assurances 
that the Soviet Union and the 
United States were in very close 
contact concerning a number of 
regional issues, including the 
Middle East conflict. 

ADC is planning to send a del¬ 
egation to Moscow lo meet with 
Jewish leaders and discuss the 
issue of emigration to Israel. 
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• UNDER HER Majesty Queen Noor's patronage the Iraqi Embas¬ 
sy in Amman celebrated the International Women's Day and the Iraqi 

n 3y SS M rday 4 March 3[ ±c I n ter-Continental 
Hold Deputising for Queen Noor was Mrs Mudar Badrnn. The ccl- 

w' 3 S*?™ 1 exhibilion by ^aqi artist Manal Al 
Saudi. It was followed by a cocktail parly during which speeches 

^ r 1 e ? e h bv f h ed a ? d I( * aI danccs Performed. The celebration was at- 
the wife of Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan Mrs AI Weiss, 

Syt ^^gSm ma15 m J ° rUan a " d mCmbCrs ° f * e 


munity in the Kingdom. 

• Under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Wij- 
dan, the Lioness Club of Jordan 
will organise a charity bazaar for 
Je benefit of the handicapped. 
Clubs President Mrs Najwa AI 
Bitar said the bazaar, which will 
re held Friday from 11 am to 7 
pm at Al Hussein Sports City, 
Amman Hall, will feature handi¬ 
crafts by members of the club, 
nome-made cooking and gifts 
donated to the club. Also vanous 
commercial stores will display 
meu merchandise, which will in¬ 
clude silverware, cosmetics, 

ST anU IradilionaJ handi - 

•’AlNaghm Al Arabi” sing¬ 
es and instrumentalists of the 
Jordanian Musicians Association 

wui pm 0n a concert Qf classical 

Arabic m^c at the Royal CulLu- 

aOpm e ° nl9and20Mareh at 

J^^^oxyaub willor- 

R J he .Basketball Arab 
J! q Championship between 1 
IrjMay. which will be pa- 

HuS ^ is King 
S ?h T? ng ‘h® kst two 
dle cblb formed assisting 

*, The Amman Bac- MBI 

fe* school 

Nad? 1 f ^running 
H r Amran's Ar- mS&M 
JjKManguage drama K%11 
5 $f Gherman" at HIlM 
,c°S,Pm Thursday ■MSB 

^rehonthew- |||§M 

^ference of inter- BfiaBpi 


committees to the Higher Com¬ 
mittee responsible for organising 
the championship which is head¬ 
ed by His Royal Highness 
Prince Ghazi bin Mohammad 
President of the Basketball Fed¬ 
eration. These committees held a 
number of meetings to discuss 
details related to the fifth men 
championship and the first wom¬ 
en championship. 

Syria's Al Ithad Halabi club 
was the first lo announce its par¬ 
ticipation in the men’s champion¬ 
ships, while Al Thawra club will 
compete in the women's champi¬ 
onships. The Orthodoxy Club 
has invited all national Arab bas¬ 
ketball federations to name the 
participating teams. 

Club sources say they expect 
10 men's teams about five wom¬ 
en's teams in Lhe competitions. 
Mr Rqja'i Sukar the president 
of the Executive Committee said 
invitations will go to a number 
of international figures and stars 
in basketball. 

• Jordan's first UN voluntary 
specialist arrived last week. Su¬ 
danese agricultural engineer with 
previous experience of testing 
and training for Sudan's Ministry 


uaccaiaure- -Wl 

world- IHHHBi'' 

w lR actra* Students • 

The nrodunt® St< ? fy ’ which warns against the dangers of hiaterialism. 
^ ia by Hala Khourl with music by Seif Ed-: ,i ; 

lhefW..!r9 edeh - Simultaneous translation into sigh language for..'*. 


of Agriculture and for the UN 
Food and Agricuhural Organisa¬ 
tion in the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, he is Mr 
Abdelmoneim Talia Mustafa. 
He is to help strengthen fann 
mechanisation courses at Jordan 
University's Faculty of Agricul¬ 
ture. 

• Two executives have joined 
the Jordan Imer-Continenuil Ho¬ 
tel (cam: Mr Robert Lillis, ex¬ 
ecutive assistant manager, and 
Miss Ceri Wyn Hughes, execu¬ 
tive housekeeper. Mr Lillis, a 
graduate from the University or 
Surrey in England, trained at die 
Hyatt Carlton Tower in London 
and then joined the Grand Met¬ 
ropolitan at the London Forum 
Hotel. He held executive posi¬ 
tions in Ramada and the Royal 
Horseguards Hotel. This is his 
first assignment in the Mitldlc 
East. ""I feel privileged to have 
become part of the family of the 
hotel Jordan Inter-Continental," 
he says. 

Miss Hughes is also British 
and had studied at the Bangor 
Technical College. She worked 
al the Belgravia Sheraton, the 
Geneva Inter-Continental, the 
London Inter-Continental and 
the Kensington Hilton Hotel. 
Her last job was at the Portman 
Inter-Continental. 

• Three representatives of the 
British Council of Churches 
(BCC) will be visiting Jordan 
this week as pan of a Middle 
East tour. They will meet with 
representatives of the churches 
in Jordan, government officials 
and the British ambassador in 
Amman. 

A larger BCC delegation visit¬ 
ed the occupied territories last 
year. The present visit is a fol¬ 
low up to two previous exchang¬ 
es/visits for further discussions 
and fostering relationships be¬ 
tween British Churches and 
churches in the area and to have 
a Jordanian perspective on cur¬ 
rent issues. 

The delegation is comprised of 
BCC's General Secretary Rev. 
Dr Philip .Morgan, Rev Gor¬ 
don Sliaw, Area Secretary of the 
BCC and Rev Robin Ross, 
Church of Scotland. 1 . 

• Member of the Lower House 
of Parliament Dr Ahmad Ouei- 



Contemplations ...Frustrations 

- w «- 
of nia- 

What h t0 wbcn 8,11 a * a professional/vocalional standstill 

sSHir*? * ssssSs 

ahwd of them have no idea how they got there in the first 

, ^i- am b ? in S 100 ram P an l’ My friend, let her profession be 
arUs1, kn(x:ks her head againsL the walL Will somc- 
STp Stt “"S ncw ^icks? She wails. She is nm [he n^c- 
nlc aduj 1 Ih°sc P.A.s (puerile adults) are those who fiiPl in 
distinguish between ambition and lust for higher positions 
Mvo'on"" 1 ™ l,li,ycreiUC Cllvy ' bul cumpciiiion is all w”iia ™ ,o 

1, , rlisl lricn ‘ l h “ ambition. 
.°i 0 ■ 1 M:, y ^ dial's why people my nee are 

«n, ay i (lrc f l,,, ' n S. of 1,tr *|uiriiig another degree (anythirfg lor 

r, , V„ k ; :,n,1,1 « ) - S , lw rea,iscs llla t those alrovc her in msition 
and m age are no longer more qualified than her. The years ire 

cnce’Thf 1 :-' bUIn0 ‘ ' hc r «l*™ncc. Experience. 

^"umbing'ihc^me'bih of papor^ " y0Ur ,,CSk ^ afl - Voer 

"« k afl " -b® 2 s 

Her superiors tell her that it's always been the way it is. Her 

S h?Ki kC « n0lh . ms bcttcr , ihim to have settled in nicely 
u uh ik job, acLipicd comforuibly (they called in a carpenter to 
shorten the chain, fixed some posters"around theirreJSe 
corners and hud a new coflcc-hoy hired). 

sloth™ ldea of “taptahifity. snorts my ruthless friend, smells of 

But it is too late- to change the situation. Those P.A.’s are too 
involved in then- cozy comers to detect any enterprise least of 
all outside Uieir corners. It 's all happening right here, they say 
and there s no other way to do it, is their motto. * ' y ’ 

fmmlr T n0 bc u cr lhan lhc roof l °ps of our houses, and 
from where they sec the world, the world is just that: Sunny or 

rainy, nothing else The world is a hackneyed image of eve ms 

Thr 3r " da ba ^. kn cycd people, who tirelessly polish this im¬ 
age. Those P.A. s don t deserve what they have. I wish I were a 

For°inMhi^ r , ( ,° r iS il inle Actual revolutionary?) 
For one thing, I wouldn t allow the service of such horrible tea. 



• Al Waha Stores Prize Win- 
ner:The lottery for prizes has 
ended at Al Waha Stores, with 
the grand prize having been won 
by ihsan Abasi, Congratulations 
from everyone at Al Waha 
Stores. 


Haya Husseini 


-• The- American Cultural 
Center in Amman will host a 
dialogue with Arab-American 
author and poet, Gregory Or- 
falea, on the works of Khalil 
Gibran on Tuesday 20 March 
at 6:00 pm. 

Jordanian participants are Dr 
Nabil Sharif, professor of 
English Literature at the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan and Cultural 
Editor of Ad-Dustour Newspa- 
Pp r ’ and °r Abdul Raliman- 
Yaghi, professor of Arabic 
Language and Literature at the 
University of Jordan. Experts 
from Cairo and Doha will aiso ; 
participate in the programme. 
Tne discussion will be in Are- - ’ 
bic. 



SPANISH SPRING COURSE 

Centre Wi " hold :?• sp,ln8 epurae for 

- *TJ on, hs.«Btart ^Miarpti: a i! 
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International fashion 
show 


Under the patronage of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Taghrid, the Arab 
Women University Graduates Club 
held an international fashion show 
evening at the Inter-Continental Ho - 
tal Tuesday 6 March, Many of the 
foreign diplomatic missions in Jordan 
participated in the fashion show by 
exhibiting native costumes and per¬ 
forming local dances. An internation¬ 
al bazaar also took place that evening. 


ft ‘ * 








Jordan Inter Continental celebrates its 26th birthday 

• Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel celebrated its 26lh anniversary on 
Wednesday. On (his occasion the General Manager of the Hotel and 
Mrs. Majeed Khalil held a cocktail reception on Wednesday at A1 
Mukhiar ballroom, which was attended by officials, diplomats mem¬ 
bers of the press, businessmen and friends of the hotel in Jordan. 

Jordan Inter-Continental had recently completed a renovation pro¬ 
ject of its main building in addition to the Royal Suite, five Presiden¬ 
tial Suites and most of its restaurants. 


What's on at the Marriott 
next week 

Saturday 17 March: St Patrick's 
Day celebration at Al Rababa. 
Irish food, green attire, good 
luck!!! B 

Wednesday 21 March; Moth¬ 
er's Day special buffet lunch in 
Al Mansaf, Dinner in Ai Wali- 
ma and delicious Mother's Day 


Mister Donut r? 

a in the Kingdom fes 

^ Welcomes you at Its branch jCl 

in the King' Abdullah Gardens Wlister 
24 hours a day /£\ Dojj^f 



flWfSter 
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desserts in the Pastry Shop. 
Wednesdays: Steak special in 
the newly reopened Al Walima 
Restaurant. 

Thursdays: Mexican Night in 
Al Mansaf restaurant. Every¬ 
one's favourite Mexican dishes 
from chile con came to burritos 
and fajitas, etc. 

Saturdays : Chinese Night in Al 
Mansaf. 

Sundays: The best of Italy: the 
Marriott's special Italian buffet 
with fresh homemade pasta. 
Fresh Express: Every weekday 
at lunchtime, Al Mansaf Restau¬ 
rant features a special lunch buf¬ 
fet for the executive on the go. 
lunch will be prepared a la min¬ 
ute, so you don't have to wait, 
and lunch hasn't been wailing for 
youl 

Al Mansaf! noon 3:30 pm, every 
week day. 




• Mariam Bawab to Issa 
Aman 

•Wa f a' Abu Samn to Abdul 
Mahdl Abu Samn 

• £ uhair R toani to Hani Abu 
Lai! 

• Hanan Ktieshat to Jamal 
Dabbas 

• Rohia Zghoul to Ali Zgoul 

• Manar Tawalbeh to Ahmad 

Raqqad 

--—-"\ 

Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint- 
merns, engagements, wed- 
qmgs, newborns, promo- ■' 
bons, special awards, 
excellent achievements....;,' 
Dlop us a line and send a 
pnoto.;.\ve wiU’ruh itfree r 
pf charge In The Stains - ; ' 
People and Eventspage,.' 



Recipe 

Marinated duck to 
with orange salat mil 
ptnkpcppn 


As pnpared by executive chef Wolf- 
gang of the Amman Marriott Hold 

Ingredients: 



Ditch breast 1/2 
each 

Lettuce 2 gms 
RasplKny vinai¬ 
grette.- 

- Wine vinegar 

nisp 

- Raspberries 15 
Gms 

- Hazelnut oil 1 
’Ibsp 

-Salt to taste 
-Pepper to taste 
Orange fillets of 1/2 orange 
Orange zest of l/-i oranyp 

Marlnalion; 

Breast per 1 kg 

Salt (nitratesalt) 15gms 

Juniper berries 5grms 

Pepper 1 Tbsp 

Orange 2 each 

Gin 4 cl 

Water 8 cl 

Cognac4cl • 


| 

m 


'Plate: 


■ r r'jZtiiSi ®li 




Of flPtl ffn Thnwlf 6 James Stuart, 

A3 mita s '“> 

lMm 

™ n >- *“*"8 Vera Tschechow, 
ist Shaher Jer- Maichai8/00pm"’ SalUrday 17 
his paintings at • Also aMh/ooeihe Insutme 
the video film "Die neuen Leid¬ 
en des jungen Wertherc" (Ene- 

w h , sublil ^). Tuesday 20 
March at 8.:00 pm. 3 

• The British Council presents 

55? v ! dco "Tumbledown" 
(the. drama of a British officer 
during the Falkiands War) 
Wednesday 21 March at 5-00 
pm. 

Festivals 

imad Nawash ? The American Film 
the French Cul- w S ? a wdI start Thursday 15 
Saturday 17 March until Monday 19 March 
at the Philadelphia Theatre. All 
showings start ai 8:00 pm. Ra¬ 
ng ® IG ” ( 15 March), "The 

Go ? n, es' (16 March", All of 

Plural Centre i£_S 7 '^ ckaro !! 

Sr stSring's? " Gh0S,bus,ers " («> March). 


Exhibitions 

• Jordanian arList Shaher Jer¬ 
sey will exhibit his paintings at 
the Alia Art 

Gallery, Ja- 
bal Am¬ 
man, Thurs¬ 
day 15 

March. The 
exhibition 
will run un¬ 
til 21 

March. 

• A paint¬ 
ing exhibi¬ 
tion by Jor¬ 
danian artist Ahmad Nawash 
will take place at the French Cul¬ 
tural Centre on Saturday 17 
March. 

Films 

i The French Cultural Centre 
presents the feature film "La 
Mori en ce Jardin" starring Si¬ 
mone Signoret, Sunday 18 
March at 8.:0G pm. 

• Also at the French Cultural 
Centre the feature film "Sept 
■Moris sur Ordonnance" star¬ 
ring Michel Piccoli and Gerard 
Depardieu, Wednesday 21 
March at 8:00 pm. 

• The American Center presents 
the feature film "It’s a Wonder- 


Trips 

• The Friends of Archaeology 
will organise a trip to Wadi 
Ja ad near Rumcimin. The trip 
features visits to a number of 
Roman, Byzantine and Mamlukc 
sites. Host Mr Ghazi Saudi of 
the Department of Antiquities 
Friday March 16. 


Pgople and Events- 


Book Review: 

’The Woman Artist in 

Reviewed by Mary Patrick 

lhJL° rie " no1 ful| y realised 

Uial before ,i relapsed into intcr- 
necinc warfare, Lebanon pro¬ 
vided artistic inspiration to a 
vast swathe of the Middle East. 

The country also witnessed 
emancipation of women at a re¬ 
markable pace and scale. Condi¬ 
tions were favourable for the- 
entry of women into most pro- 
lessions. Lebanon's high level 
of social freedom, with moder¬ 
nisation and ethnic and religious 
diversity, lent unique flexibility 
to the democratic life of the 
country. 

This phase in ihc field of art is 
recorded by Helen Khal in her 
hook. The woman Artist in 
Lebanon'. Khal, herself a well- 
known arList and art critic , ex¬ 
amines ihc work of 12 contem¬ 
porary women artists from Leb¬ 
anon. Their an is placed in the 
context of social conditions 
which may have determined 
Uieir choice of career, and the 
personal conflicts they experi¬ 
ence due to their need to create 
as artists, while feeling the pres¬ 
sures and expectations demand¬ 
ed of them by tradition as wom¬ 
en. 

The artists are Blanche Lo- 
heac-Antnioiin, Saloua Raouda 
Choucair, Nadia Saikali, Julia 


Lebanon', by Helen Khal, Beirut, Lebanon. 


Seraphim, Yvette Achkar. Ham 
Pjr Tzoumian, Elcl Adnan 
Mouazzez Rawdch, Seta Ma 
noukian, Jumana Husseini, Hu 
guette Calund, Dorothy Kazcmi 
and Helen Kahl herself. 

The book was made possible 
by a gram from the Ford Foun- 
uauon. It was not possible, the 
editorial states, to update the 
material due to the continued 
conflict in Lebanon and the in¬ 
creased displaccmcn t of so 
many people and the women 
arusis. 

However, a section has been 
added which mentions other 


contemporary women artists, on 
whom material is being complied 
for a book to be published in the 
near future. Much time has 
elapsed since Helen Khal initiat¬ 
ed research on her work, and 
there is an obvious need for an 
update. 

"The woman artist in Leba¬ 
non , written and complied by 
Helen KhaL £15.00 199pp. 
Published by The Catholic 
, The Institute for Wom- 
s . . Sl “ d . le » the Arab 
World, Beirut University Col¬ 
lege, Beirut, Lebanon. 


jjtW&z. Philadelphia Lioness riuft 


mm* 


,>ub, ic Invitation 

Under the Patronage of Her Highness 
p, . . .. . Princess Wijdun Ali 

Phi lade Ipiiia Lioness Club cordially invites von to 
visit ns Chanty Bazaar which will be held on the 
occasion of Mother's Day. 

^?f^Vn I 7 l ^ Cp,n ? 1 R ‘ ldny - ^ March, \<m 
1W • i -ii 7 |U V' 01 Sports City 

Wl11 fi 0 .J° l,lc benefits of the handicapped 
c hope you will find the time to attend with your 
_lamiiy and enjoy your day. 



The far 


By GARY LARSON 




What We 5 ay t or/n^ 

.« cut of ** whop; \ 

-the garbag e 


.Preparation: . 7$J|t 


mrinate/or 24 hours, 

it get cold and tew#5$ 5 

com bU for al least 24 \ 


Slice duck breast, m 
wtlh 
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eotoe is sponsored by 


T. V 9st3, Videos. Air Condition Units, Ventilating Fans, 
Tope Recorders. Washing Machines, Dryers, Radios 
and other Electrical Appliances. 

Ismail Bllbslsi and Co. 

KingHuaseln Si. Tal 630103/4 Mgca SI. Tel B1E43S 

816467 


Programmes of Jordan Television from 17 to 23 March 


ri'Miiciiij, 


Saturday 

8:30 - Didi's Comedy Show: 


where low of fun awaits him. 

9:00 - Encounter: Local pro¬ 
gramme. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Feature Firm, The Far 
Country. Starring James Slew- 
art und Ruth Raman. 

Sunday 

H:30 - Who's the Boss, "A Fishy 
Tale": Tony decides to abide by 
the saying A friend in need is a 
friend indeed" to the letter. 

9:10 Documentary. Red Dy¬ 
nasty - 'The legacy". Mao's leg¬ 
acy nas iirovcd to be hard to han¬ 
dle. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 • In the Heat of The Day, 
part 2: The continuation of the 
story of espionage and game of 
wits from the Second World 
War. 


Monday 

8:30 • Egypt Nest - Barbara 
warns her sister Carol against n 
cop who's after her. 

9:10 - Tale of Tw o Cities. 

10:0(1 • News in English. 

10 : 2(1 - Midnight Caller: A 
murder: a stolen painting and a 
gang make die right ingredients 
For this episode on die Night 
Caller. 


Tuesday 

8:30 • Mr Belvedere. 

9:10 - Goya, episode 4. 

10:00 ■ News in English. 

10:20 - Hunter, "The Legion" - 
Part one: A gang manages to 
steal a large sum of money ..will 
they get away with it? 

Wednesday 

8:30 - Laura and Disorder, 
new Comedy: Laura returns 
home to England after spending 
10 years in California. At the air¬ 
port someone switches her hand¬ 
bag with his and pleasant sur¬ 
prises follow. 



The Who's The Boss family, Sunday at 8:30. 


9:10 • Documentary, Path of 
the Rain God: Eight months of 
rainfall in the Maya Mountains 
in Ccntrul America is the heart of 
the water cycle. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Guts and Glory: The 
story of Ll. Oliver North. 


Thursday 

8:30 - A Different World. 

9:10 - Basketball. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Movie of tlic Week. A 
Time to Love and a Time to 
Die: The- film look over two long 
hours to drive home the message 
that war is hell regardless of 
what side you happen to be fight¬ 
ing lor. 


Friday 

8:30 - Coach - The coach pre¬ 
pares to receive his daughter 
who decided to return alter a 

lone absence. 

9:10 -Thirtysomething, "Court¬ 
ing Nancy" Episode 16. Elliot 
challenges Matt to an unspoken 
competition for Nancy's love 
10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Fremantle Conspiracy, 
episode 3: The plight of the Irish 
people continues to salvage their 
causc.O-Reily. free at last, works 
with the Irish community in the 
New World for the release of his 
mends in Australia's prisons. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

L?^ nl S Emb assy in Amman has two vacancies: one 

f ii h0 j^ es ? ence and ,he ot ^ er al {he Chancery with the 
following characteristics: 

First vacancy ; Caretaker and cleaner. 

Second vacancy: Gardener and cleaner 
SaJary : ^ th0 Spanish Ministry of Foreign 

KmrtS: : S ' X dayS up 10 " h01 " weekl >'- 

1. Former experience for the work required 
2 "gff* of ^“sh and Arabic. Merit: Knowledge of 

52*2 t h< 2f ,d b * *<Mreiead to the Spanish 

thtodite? 4 * ,n wrlt,nft wl,hln 

For further Information pleeee call telephone 
number: 6558*9. 

16 THE STAR 


Saturday 

5:30 - Le Monde Cst a Vous: A 
variety programme presented by 
Jacques Marlin Featuring Gel- 
bertbeco and Patricia Cass. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Sauvage et Beau: A doc¬ 
umentary programme about wild 
animals. 

Sunday 

6:00 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A dra¬ 
ma series. 

6:30 - L'ccole des Fans: A pro¬ 
gramme for children. This 
week's guest is Yuvcs Duteil. 
7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 - Aujourd'hiii en France: 
A cultural magazine. 

Monday 

6:00 • Arsene Lupin: Episode 6 . 
7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 ■ Weekly Sport Magazine. 

Tuesday 

6:00 - Des Chiffres et Des Let- 
tres: A game show programme, 
6:30 - L'Appart: A drama se¬ 
nes. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 ■ Aujourd'hui en Jorda- 
nie. 

Wednesday 

5:45 - Same a la Une. Des 
Risques de la transfusion, a doc¬ 
umentary programme. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 • French Varieties. 

Thursday 

6:10 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A dra¬ 
ma senes. 

A U _> Chance Aux Chan- 

SS-nEEBST* 

7:15 • Sciences a La Une; A 
documentary programme. 

Friday 

jjj' Des ChUTr ^et Des Let- 
5:30 - Kean - A play. - . . 

7:00-News in French. , f 

7.15. - French Varieties ., 



Roger Ebert's video alert 


Each week Roger Ebert will provide minlrevlews of current 
videocassette releases - Including some holdovers from the nr!! 
vious week. For the next few weeks, some reviews will h e E? 
vlded for movies already on videocassette that have been now 
inated for this year's Academy Awards (26 March) with th 
category. m 

FIELD OF DREAMS (PG, 107 m., 1989) siars Kevin Costners 
an Iowa fanner who hears a voice one day telling him to build i 
baseball diamond in his cornfield. He does, and Shoeless Joe Jack 
son, the victim of the 1919 Black Sox scandal, materialises out of 
the com to hit a few fly ball. The movie weaves a fantasy so en- 
chanting and innocent, this could be one of those Frank Caws' 
James Stewart masterpieces from the 1930s. With sharply ob! 
served supporting work by Amy Madigan as the farmerVloyil 
wife, and James Earl Jones and Burl Lancaster as a couple of pyj 
with some unfinished baseball business. Why did Cosmer make 
another baseball movie right after " Bull Durham"? Probably be¬ 
cause he couldn't resist this script. Nominated for Best Picture, 
Best Adapted Screenplay and Best Score. Rating: Four stars 
DO THE RIGHT THING (R, 120 m., 1989) comes closer to re¬ 
flecting the current state of race relations in America than any oth¬ 
er movie of our time. Written and directed by Spike Lee, it fol¬ 
lows the- residents of one small Brooklyn neighbourhood through 
a long, hot summer day that ends in violence. There is a confronta¬ 
tion in the film between the local residems and the Italian- 
Americans who run the comer pizzeria, but the movie is surpris¬ 
ingly evenhanded in portraying all of the characters, black and 
while, and an open-minded person of either race is likely to coma 
out of the movie with an understanding of everyone's motives • 
and sadness that in 1989 we have come no further than tins in 
learning to love one another. Nominated for Best Original Screen 
play; Danny Aiello nominated for Best Supporting Actor. Rating: 
Four stars. 

WHEN HARRY MET SALLY ... (R, 95 m. 1989) is a warm¬ 
hearted comedy about two people who fight happiness for 13 
years, until it finally wears them down. Billy Crystal and Meg 
Ryan star as a couple who meet as recent college graduates and 
keep on meeting through other relationships and career changes 
until, finally, almost reluctantly, they fall in love. The film was di¬ 
rected by Rob Reiner and written by Nora Ephron with a rare 
combination of wit and warmth; we like the characters, but they 
keep us guessing with their complexities. Nominated for Best 
Original Screenplay. Rating: Three and a half stars. 

LETHAL WEAPON 2 (R, 111 M., 1989) is a superior sequel 
with most of the same qualities as the original. Mcl Gibson and 
Danny Glover star as two cops in an odd couple - Gibson the 
wild-eyed eccentric, Glover the solid family man. The movie out¬ 
does itself with effective villains - diplomats in a smuggling 
scheme - and Joe Pesci is brilliant in a supporting role as a fast- 
taking chipmunk of an accountant who the cops are supposed to 
protect. Nominated for Best Sound Effects Editing. Rating: Three 
and a half stars. 

THE ADVENTURES OF BARON MUNCHAUSEN (PG, 126 
M., 1989) is a $46 million special effects extravaganza that never¬ 
theless succeeds in preserving some of the irreverence and wii of 
the Monty Python veterans who made it. Co-writtcn and directed 
by Teny Gilliam, it tells the story of the 18th-century traveler who 
told impossible tall tales about his adventures, and the special ef¬ 
fects wonderfully create such locations os the inside of a, whale, 
the bottom of a volcano and the surface of the moon. Slow to grt 
started and sometimes confusing, but generally entertaining and 
sometimes inspired. Nominated for Art direction, Costume De¬ 
sign, Best Makeup and Best Visual Effects. Rating: Three stars. 
INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE (PG-13, IB 
m., 1989) opens with a young Indiana Jones (Harrison Ford) steal¬ 
ing a glimpse of ihe Tabled Holy Grail - the cup that gives eternal 
youth. Then we flash forward to ihe World War II ere, where 
Indy's father (Sean Connery), the world's greatest grail expert, o 
kidnapped by villains. The chase leads to the sewers of Venice, ® 
a zeppelin above Germany, and into the deserts and caves of U* 
Holy Land. Not as fresh and new as the first Indiana Jones picture 
- but how could it be? Yet Spielberg’s skill makes it gMUg- 
Nominated for Best Original Score, Best Sound, Best Sound tu- 
fects Editing and Best Visual Effects. Rating: Three and a W 
stars. 

CHANCES ARE (PG, 108 m., 1989) siars Cybill Shepherd a* 
woman who loses her husband in a traffic accident fa WJW 
1960s, raises her daughter alone, and then meets her .df 11 * 1 .! 
college boyfriend only to discover that he contains the 


ed soul of her husband. Rober Downey Jr. is surprisinsty ■ 
mg as the reborn husband, Mary Stuart Masterson is tne ctogj 
and Ryan O'Neal is the faithftil family friend. The plot 1 b recy° f 
out of all the other mind-swap and reincarnation movies, . 


<*“). Rating: Three and a half stars. . '• - 

PARENTHOOD (PG-13. 124 m., 1989) is a comedy 

most of its humour in truth, in:the accurate observation 
generations of parents and children. Stove Martin and Ms# 9S 
burgen star as parents ,who are determined to provide 
happy home for their children, no matter what - 


wu^a, finding truth in pomedy taid ddmedv iiri 

SIS On 8 inal;S 6 rtg (n LoVd to Sees You StriM; JSfegl 

qomjitatQd for Best Supporting Actress.* Rating : 1 Iffi* *P?5|L 
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costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Modaha and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opcninghours: 9 

" 5 P* m - year round. Tel 
DO 1760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qala (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). CloscdTucs- 
days. 

Jordan National Gnllery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19di century 
Une ntali st artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Welbdeh. Hours 10 a.m. -1:30p,m. 
CloscdTucsdays.Tcl. 630128. 


St. Joseph Church:(Roman Cath- 
olic) Jabal Amman.Tel. 624590 

Church of (he Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Welbdeh 
Tel. 637440. 

De Ju Suite Church: (Roman Cith- 
olic) Jabal Hussein. 1 ’cl. 661757. 

Ternisuntu Church: (Rmnnn 
Catholic), Jahnl Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m 
Tel. 622366. 

Church uf the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Ahdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of (lie Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church' 
As lira fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St- Ephrhim Church: (Syrian 
Orthodox) Aslirafieh. Tel 771751. 

Amman Internutional Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets al 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981 

Church of the Good Shephered: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 
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ACROSS 


1 Hazards 
fl European 
10 Honk 

14 Moat stock 

)eKy 

15 Subordinate 
IB Without 

purpose 

17 Warm grantor 

19 Apparatus 

20 Collection 

21 Food scraps 

22 Desert 

24 Balmy 

25 Gravy or 
steam 

26 Bargains 
29 Expensive 

fungus 

32 Wastolanda 

33 Navy mascot 

34 Hawkeyo state 
38 Host 


37 Contest 

38 Cut 

39 Complaint 

40 Nautical word 

41 8r. gune 

42 Looked lor oil 

44 Arise 

45 Ger. turndown 
48 Garbed 

47 Gibberish 

60 Norse god 

61 Region of 

India 

64 Woodwind 
66 Horticultural 
flair 

68 Fly high 

69 Snake or goo- 
goo 

BO Purplish color 
61 Barbarians 
B2 Crimson and 
Clara t 

63 Long time 
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DOWN 


1 Dust cloths 

2 Bit of land 

3 Tiff 

4 Rib 

5 Trains 

B — Domingo 
7 Caps 

B Fruit drink 
9 Martini 
Ingrodlont 

10 Miaorfy 

11 Music halls of 
old Gr. 

12 Norway's king 

13 Phoenician 
port 

18 Curves 

23 Dunderhead 

24 Pastry 

25 Support 

26 Mop 

27 All fn 


28 Rico or 
Fudd 

29 Carried 

30 Nonsoclal one 

31 Palrfck or J.R. 
33 Gr. physician 
35 Church pari 
37 Shirk work 

41 In a brisk way 

43 Zodiac sign 

44 NC collago 

48 Mating game? 

47 Tease 

48 Ben 
Adhom" 

49 Home color 

50 — off 

51 Throat 

62 — Khayyam 
53 Basics 

56 Whiskey 

57 Rush 


Solution 


ULUfcJU ULJfeJLI UUfJLJ 
Li Li U ULI UfcJUti UUUU 
UULiUUUtiUULJ U Li Li Li 
UUL1 UUUU UL1LJLJUIJ 
LLkJL UUUU 
fei U Li ti L_ ti UtifciliUUU 
UUtiULi UfcJUU EititlEJ 
tlUUti LIHUEILJ HDLLJ 
UULiU EJLJLiLi ElUklUU 
tiUEJCJLJLJU fcifcJUtiUU 
UUULI Li El Li U 
tUJUUUlXI LiUUU UfcJU 
EJLife!Li LLLLULLUkiU 
UULJII LJLUL LiUCJEiU 
ULiLikl UUUU ULLiUU 


TIME IS EXCHANGEABLE 


HERE IS a hand from the Fourth Asia and 
Middle East Bridge championship held in Co- 
lombo-SriLanka on April 1987* 

N.S Vul. * Q986 
S Dealer V A 965 

♦ 7 

* A832 


* 105 

VQ7432 w 

♦ AQ10 W 
*QJ7 


*743 
V J108 
♦ 9652 
4K105 


* AKJ2 

V K 

♦ KJR43 
*964 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 


Puss 

IV 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

4* 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

44 


North 4* is a splinter bid guarantees game 
values, good spade support and a diamond sin¬ 
gle or void. 

South, holding no Aces outside the trump 


IB THE STAR 


suit to cue bid, retreats to 4* ending the auc¬ 
tion. 

How do you play the hand after the *10 lead, 
try to cover E-W cards and play the hand be¬ 
fore going on. 

A very good example of an all times out¬ 
standing consistantand steady player is Farida 
El-salfiti, she paused to think for about twenty 
seconds-alrcady a long time on her scale - 
played the *Q from dummy then the *7 to her 
♦J losing to the *Q, she won the spade continu- 

oHhl 1 * S nd, H rarfed u diamond notin 8 *e drop 
of the ♦ 10 and went back to her hand via the 

cautiously preserved VK to ruff another dia- 
mond droppmg the * a. back to her hand with 
S she collected the last trump and en¬ 
joyed the established diamonds and her two 
Accs making eleven tricks. 

table, the declarer cahsed the 
▼Kartcr the same lead and went one light. 

The dec lorer sequence was perfect, any devl- 

hand fr ° m ^ * nC may have doomcd foe 

.Twenty seconds made a difference of two 

mcks, ten sconds for each trick, a reasonable 
81 “ ,y Ume evcn acco ' di " g *° F «n : 

The hand helped ihe Ionian National ladies 
team to win the match against the shone Ski. 
Stem team 23-7, our best result i„ me champ!-- 


JEANE DIXON’S 


111 





uemmiu. nuncatj' uuimiiouua wtuiuiu ttlXJUL WJiBL yoy ^ 

from your life. A financial opportunity conics your way. Keep your 
lions under control and you will win big! Youthful, creative ideas are fo 
key to solving a business problem. Choose your associates carefully. 

TAURUS (20 April -20 May): Exercise greater restraint'{round food and 
drink. Take a stock tip with a grain of salt. Romantic partner is willing to 
go along with a change in lifestyle. Avoid making conflicting siatemcnti 
Start a campaign to increase profits. Sharing a special event or project 
with loved one will bring the two of you closer together. Spruce up ycu 
wardrobe with a few new item. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Make allowances for unsettled condition 
at home and turn on the charm. Someone who is slow to anger may be 
equally slow to forgive. Be careful not to tread on loved one£ toes. The 
rich and famous could touch your life this week. Guests are impressed by 
your gracious hospitality and good tasld. Give some thought to renovating 
or decorating your home. Keep dental appointments. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): You arc commended for your past efforts. 
Postpone signing papers until you can obtain up-to-date information. A 
member of the opposite sex’s vanity could be a real tum-off, A good book 
is a source of inspiration. Keep after something you were about to give up 
on. Luck is on your sidel Record financial gains are possible. Approach 
people receptive to practical ideas. 

LEO (23 July - 22 Aug.): An uneasy feeling about a pending project 
should not be dismissed out of hand. A candid conversation between par¬ 
ent and child suggests possible solutions. An afllucnt friend proves help¬ 
ful. Play to win in both business and romanccl A financial situation re¬ 
mains up in the air, but you see the light at the end of ihe tunnel. A gentle 
approach restores domestic harmony. 

VIRGO (23 Aug. - 22 SepL): Do not ignore historical facts or you could 
lose a competition. Your charisma and intellect make you popular when 
you travel abroad. Family lies are more important than ever. Team up 
with a co-worker and you wil] get twice as much work done today. High¬ 
er-ups are impressed by the way you perform under pressure. Big dollan 
are involved. Enjoy your platonic relationships. 

LIBRA (23 Sept. - 22 Oct.): A phone call or small package brings good 
news. Ignore someone who tries to fan your anger by repealing nt'gativr 
comments. A positive attitude will help you reach your goals. Romance 
blossoms 1 Put your money where your heart lies. Your love for the finer 
things in life has not diminished. Make every effort lo bring a project in 
on time and under budget. Employer applauds. 

SCORPIO (23 Oct. - 21 Nov.): Try to understand a difficult co-worker. 
You could solve a problem that has been plaguing you for weeks! Show¬ 
ing tender loving care will da wonders for your relationship. Make intelli¬ 
gent compromises. A clever choice puls you in charge of your own desti¬ 
ny. Alert shoppers can find some real bargains. Pul romance on the back 
burner while you decide how you really feel about someone. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 Nov. - 21 Dec.): The price you will pay for some¬ 
thing depends on how long you are willing to wail for it. Perseverance 
will pit extra cash in your pocket. A new friendship or romance prosper 
Running against the crowd could-make you a hero in business. A da 2 Zi ®8 
performance will eliminate financial worries. A romantic relationship 
changes for the belter. Be more attentive. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec. -19 Jan.) - Actively pursue the job 
you want. Self-reliance will increase your earning potential. ”7 *® n “i 
alone. Self-discipline will help you overcome a weight oroblern^ . 
smooth approach wins you important points at work. Let others uu® 
chances tor now; you listen and leam. Profits rise when you anticip® 
your customers' needs. Romance reflects your upbeat mood, 

AQUARIUS (20 Jan. 18 Feb.): Keep your promises or nskgjS 
your role as a leader. A hilarious story boosts your spirits- " 
personnel could work to your advantage. Community service 
warding. Your wish for a more spacious home could _ cc ^® y^r 
mance continues on its present course. Share your good fortune 
loved ones. A truly wonderful experience lies just ahead! 

PISCES (19 Feb. - 20 March): A student's top priority » 

work in on time. Be firm. A business manager could stow ’ 

boost your earnings. Interesting new friends spice up your social 

improvement activities can bring rich rewards. Leam to 

a*. A personal computer means new opportunities for disabled 

vestigale a special grants programme. * ' . ' 

* .*'* 

: .jjm 

mi?L W f EK,S CHI ^ D RKN are sentimental, considerate jmd^ 
vKl* 8 . yo W lera . *ey will be anxious to please 

developastnS.gsense.^Sffi 









YttVBt BWlUhHT IDEA > 
TO TAKE A m*E 
cor in mis Bures oauD?' 
how Mum ienger DO HE.” 
HME TO Do TttlS ? , 


•it '•! ♦ v. 


® & 


*<' t • i-i 




I THESE ’ 
FORCED MARCHES! 
MEN ARE WE 
Qm> HOME? i 


■mis IS JUST A UTtlE 
CALWN. THE EXER¬ 
CISE IS SCODTORSOVJ. 


It 




BUT I'M 

IT MUST BE. 
BOB&lfiW' 
MS TOES 
NUMB.' 




TOl? WEU., WHAT AfiOUT 
FROSTBITE ?! WHAT ABOUT 
WfomERMlMV VttlAT ABOUT 
KATH?/ I SUPPOSE THOSE 
WU> CHARACTER TOO/ \ 
ONI BEUENfc I’M OUT HERE' 


THIS IS THE WORST 
QM OP MS EHTTRt 
WJI IMMEWkS! 

HOME SET? IT SEEMS 
LIKE WE'VE BEEN 
WALKING TOR. HOURS 


m 


m- 




GRIPING? IM NOT GRIPING. 1 I’M 
JUST O&fflm NHAT A MISERABLE 
EXPERIENCE IUIS IS/ BUT OK i SURE! 
AS IflNG PS I’M TRUDGING HUNDREDS 
FOR NO APPARENT REPSoN, 

X WGKT AS 
WELL Do IT 

IH SlLEKE^ih/ ffGi * 

RIGHT?/ rWJ 


just Because I'm ^ 

OUT IN THE ELEMENTS 
LIVE A COMPLETE 
IDIOT, WATCHING MS 
DIGITS TURN TO ICE 
AND FALL OFF, I SURE 
AS HECK WCWLDNT 
EVER WANT TO 
SPOIL THE... fT< 


mSSE 


& 


AMO 


\ 


life® escaped DEATH AT THE HANDS OF 

2 ?Sg^«;w i *pARe TPTiNo to wake rltth Parker 
f^?. E . N £, ER WE oil lands she has inherited 
pathER. BATMAN IS TJVIM6 TD LEARN 
THEBACKGBOunQ 6p T>1 E TROUBLE_ 


L vwx x 

BSd 

JUST S 

speaking 
>P F Y Ou ! 


i^ssaftY, 

^ BATA\AN and *> 
1 ^ £ WAPRANf 






/ill 








UH - - BATMAN / WN ▼ 
NOT HAPPY TO SAY V 
ITj But the FACT M 
IS r GOT A COMPLAINT 
AGAINST YOU AND THE 
YOUNG FELLER.ROBIN, 

For tresmssin'om . 






m 
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m 




urs destro.eduyTBii 

.HACil(NEHV--L'LNVLN \ FC- 
OFF ALL MY WORKMEN \ Si 
EYCEP1I1IG A HANDFUL 
WHO ARE lOMl -AND NOW 
HE’S SET FiPE TO THE 
FIRST OIL V^Ell 1VE ri 

m Brought in • JLJ (I* 


TO THEA-ll 


|F anyone \r** SOME BodV 
':° u iP c An v t h ' n G < Vat the dckFr 

^eriff Rossin is a fine I miss Parker' - 
person--but his hands 
ARE T1EO.HALE is Rich AnD^\ n~ir*——-. 
tojverpul, and he's able J\ ill \| 

S COVER HIMSELP UP I jJ--— U 

IITT^j^iWRING .. 


Ll5.V> 


av- 




want >: 
to get a hew slant t 
OM THIS BUSINESS, LOOK 
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